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THEATER NUCLEAR FORCES FRANCE 


BREZHNEV SEEN PROPOSING ‘OBVIOUSLY UNEQUAL EXCHANGE’ IN EUROPE 
Paris LE MONDE in French 10 Oct 79 pp 1, 6 LD 
[Article by Jacques Amalric: "Unequal Exchange") 


[Text] "Will exchange a few dozen SS-20 missiles for undertaking not to 
build 464 long-range Cruise missiles and 108 Pershing-2 missiles." 


This is the content of a secret message Brezhnev could have sent Mr Carter 
had he wanted to spare himself the trouble of a trip to East Berlin and, 
especially, if psychological fectors did not play such an important role 
in the vast mendacious poker game which the two superpowers continue to 
play. However, since it is necessary to take into account both the masses 
and capitalism's internal contradictions (as they say in Moscow), Brezhnev 
did not hesi ate to travel to the GDR. In fact, public opinion (as they 
say in the West) has an important role to play in the new round which the 
Soviet leaders have just started. 


Contrary to the impression which you could gain by reading Brerhnev's speech 
quickly, the most important passage of this speech js not the one in which 
he promises to unilaterally withdraw 20,000 soldiers and 1,990 Soviet tankes 
from the GDR. 


Despite the fact that these two figures are so high, this move will remat: 
symbolic even if these forces really do return to the USSR--what oowld / 
divisions and 1,000 tanks, which could anyway be easy to bring back, s‘enity 
compared with the 114 divisions and 27,000 tanks which the Werrew Poct 


states have now deployed in central Europe? 


Furthermore, since it is probable that the tanks thus withdrew: will + 


be of a recent model, the Soviet decision can hardly be called a bold move 

At the very most it will make it possible to resume the MAF? noe ptions 

in Vienna which have not progressed for the past 6 years--expe: heave even 
failed to agree on the manpower which the two sides have, ¢! lest asserting 
that the opposing forces exceed by 180,000 men the figure cited ty Wa saw 
Pact leaders. By his unilateral gesture, Brezhnev has prov rt lea'tera 


right, at least to some extent. 














Nothing indicates that the Soviet decision will be sufficient to unfreeze 
the negotiations. However, it will nonetheless impress people, end that 
is never unimportant. In the eyes of the man in the street 20,000 men and 
1,000 tanks represent a small army, since he knows little about the real 
balance of forces and believes that a tank is a tank irrespective of its 
model. 


The reaction of western capitals has been significant in this respect; even 
though the experts--not all of whom are warmongers--have no illusions about 
the significance of the Soviet decision, London, Bonn and Washington (Paris 
remaining silent as always) have called it “interesting, positive and de- 
serving attention.” 


Public opinion would have not understood any other attitude. After all, 
who can remember that the previous decision concerning a reduction in arma- 
ments announced in Moscow--a reduction in Red Army manpower decided on by 
Krushchev in the early sixties--was mainly a prelude to an accelerated 
buildup of Soviet nuclear arms? 


It is again--and especially--on public opinion that the Soviet leaders are 
relying to “push through” Brezhnev's second major concept--a limitation 

of the deployment of SS-20 mobile missiles in the western Soviet Union in 
return for NATO's abandonment of its plans for increasing its strength in 
Europe. At first sight, this concept seems generous, Unfortunately, it 
cannot withstand any analysis--the CPSU secretary general has just proposed 
an obviously unequal exchange. 


In fact, it is undeniable that the Soviet SS-20 missiles (which have an 
accuracy to within 100 meters of any target) and the new backfire bombers 
have insured for the USSR great superiority in the European theater. The 
plans for modernizing NATO forces, based on the deployment in Europe of 
long-range Cruise missiles and an improved version of the Pershing, are 
aimed at restoring the balance to a certain extent. 


Let us mention just a few figures: The USSR has some 600 medium-range 
ground-based missiles (which represent a threat to Europe only) and 600 
medium-range bombers. The NATO forces--including the French deterrent 
force--have only our 18 Albion plateau missiles, some 100 bombers and 130 
missiles carried by British and French submarines. Qualitatively, none of 
the West's arms can be compared with either the SS-20 missile or the back- 
fire aircraft, of which 50 and 30 units respectively are being produced 
annually. 


Pacifism and Egoism 


Even if you accept the idea that deterrence does not imply parity, these 
figures make you think. However, let us ask again, who is aware of them 
outside the circle of experts? And what is their significance compared 
with Brezhnev's assertion that the USSR “has not increased by a single 
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COUNTRY SECTION CANADA 


*“TAN'S STANDARDS FOR PLQ CANDIDATES QUESTIONED 

New Liberal Perfection 
Montreal LE DEVOIR in French 11 Sep 79 p 4 
[Article by Jean-Claude Leclerc} 


[Text] Saturday night, Mr Claude Ryan at Lennoxville unveiled a picture 

of the perfect iiberal candidate who was applauded by the party militants 

but who subjected the deputies and former defeated candidates to a cold 
shower. Since the National Assembly and the government at Quebec are neither 
better nor worse than the elected representatives who constitute them during 
their term of office, the new liberal boss dwelled at length and with good 
reason on the criteria for the selection of the future deputies and ministers 
of the cabinet which he wants to put together starting in 1980. 


Now, if the bitterness of the old liberals, who were directly addressed, 
not to eay squarely excluded by these new criteria, confirms the need, 
which existed and which still exists, for the Liberal Party to purge its 
ranks and its ideas in this respect, the blind enthusiasm, on the other 
hand, with which the rank and file applauded the picture of the perfect 
liberal deputy, including his excessive and even discriminatory standards, 
raised doubts about the kind of “renewal,” which has begun to flourish 
under the direction of Mr Ryan. 


This picture is essentially explained by the recent history of the Liberal 
Party of Quebec. The widespread doubt as to the integrity of the former 
administration and the aptitude of the former chief to handle this sort of 
thing in a clear fashion led to the defeat of the Liberal Party; and it was 
certainly the moral values represented by Mr Claude Ryan and his reputation 
of stubbormesson that score which enabled him to be so powerfully propelled 
to the head of the PLQ [Quebec Liberal Party], Realizing the danger inherenc 
in leaving the part;s's doubtful members to their own devices, the successor 
to Mr Robert Bourassa decided to establish his credibility aud prevent any 
failure in his organization's moral armament. He not only continued with 
the political effort he had undertaken but he also developed the image which 
he wanted to create in order to assure success. Although hypocrisy in such 
matters can save appearances for a long time, virtue by itself does not 
manage to triumph unless it reveals its colors without hesitation. 








Although Mr Claude Ryan has been able in the past to display perhaps ex- 
cessive tolerance toward the liberal deputation, he was quite right in 
considering it neces. ary to stop this sort of thing before the next general 
elections. His picture includes certain excellent features which one, by 
the way, is astonished to find reminiscent of an opposition party, The 
very word “candidate” emphasizes that those who aspire to the highest 
political office must be well organized and must have a proper reputation. 
Even among the onesc deputies, too many members of the Assembly consider 
their office to be something in the nature of a family job which can almost 
be passed on through inheritance! By impressing all of the nominating 
assemblies, Mr Ryan helped restore the civic dignity o’ ».r!|‘amentary office. 
The “packing” of conventions is no less antidemocratic ‘han vote theft, 


Likewise necessary is the veto right which the hoss ha. | respect to 
candidates who, in one way or another, could turn out to be harmful to the 
party as a whole. New guarantees are an essential condition not only for 
the renewai of the PLQ but, to tell the truth, also for the restoration 

of popular confidence in the political ‘nstitutions, Sturdy and experienced 
though he may have been, Claude Ryan himself hesitated to join the Liberal 
Party and that showed how much he was afraid of being manipulated by the 
grey eminences cr how auch he was repelled by the wheeler-dealers. He thus 
opened the door to other high-quality citizens, 


Necessary as it may have been, the purge undertaken by the new boss, how- 
ever does not justify recourse to measures whose implementation inevitably 
will give rise to excesses, to whispering campaigns and even discrimination. 
His portrait on that score reveals features which he will have to touch up 
even if the libderals--on their knees before the new leader--discard any 
critical approach before the “ideas” of Mr Ryan, Politics, as a matter 

of fact, are not the property of the party. Even if all citizens cannot 
become deputies, elective posts must in a democracy remain open and the 
way leading there must not be rendered arbitrarily abrupt or narrow even 
under the pretext of “national emergency.” Article 21 of the 
Univercal Declaration of the Rights of Man states that “everyone has the 
right to take part in the direction of public affairs” and alco to have 
access" to his country’s public jobs under conditions of equality.” 





Now, several “signs of inclination,” which the liberal boss wants to impose 
upon his candidates--such as age limits, education, psychulogical stability, 
and other even more indefinite moral qualifications--are all the more 
astonishing since the Liberal Party, Ws adopted party, seeks to reflect 

a broad representation and a vast social consensus, The boss and the 
militant has the right to his swn personal preferences but when they 

become criteria for selection and thus for exclusion, one must worry about 
that. The silence of the opponents at Lennoxville and the absence of debates 
about the others are more reminiscent of Duplessieom rather than indicative 
of a real democratic renewal, 


This “new spirit” attempts to prevail not oniy over the "old" candidates 
and deputies but also against certain personalities in the old administration 








who were able to remain party members but who are systematically kept away 
from any position of responsibility within the PLO. The case of the former 
»rime minister is particularly obvious and painful in this respect. Mr 
Claude Ryan would not have kept Mr Robert Bourassa in exile if the latter 
had not played innocent in his bunker or if he had not transferred the 
millions from the Olympic Games to Switzerland. The beaten leader should 
have been able to remain in his place within the PLQ, at least as long as 
his former colleague who quickly switched from the old solidarity to the 
new one! It is not his return, in any case, which will cause the PLQ to 
lose its mores if they are as strongly rooted as liberal publicity claims 
they are. 


In short,the PLQ needs new blood, just as much as it needed a new chief. 

The image of the perfect candidate, sketched in a simple “note” by Mr Ryan, 
could be useful provided it is frankly accepted and modified after a 
democratic debate in the party. Nothing is more fragile than morality, 
especially the kind that is displayed by opposition parties. The new 

chief is going to democratize the Liberal Party not by replacing yesterday's 
foremen with churchwardens. A party becomes corrupted not because it has 
too many "characters" in it but rather because it does not have enough. 

The elitist filters of the sketch entail the risk of populating the liberal 
deputation with individuals who are simply more hypocritical. 


Basically, a democratic party is not regenerated primarily by changing its 
notables but rather by really placing itself in the service of the people 
and its interests, This is a test which the PLQ has not vet passed even 
though in the meantime its portraitesketch has beer a nice publicity success. 


Imitation of Claude fiyan 
Montreal LA PRESSE in French 12 Sep 79 pA 4 
[Article by Marcel Adam} 


[Text] The directives issued at the end of the week by liberal boss Claude 
Ryan, concerning the choice of candidates with a view to the coming general 
elections, were received in various ways within the Liberal Party. 


Judging by the warm reaction of some 400 liberal militants present during 
the general council meeting at Lennoxville, the incividuals constituting the 
party's rank and file generally apparently received the new rules of conduct 
favorably. Better, in any case, than the deputies, the former deputies, and 
the defeated candidates, judging by the bitter or sarcastic reactions picked 
up by journalists behind the scenes, 


Moreover, many observers, with something of a smile, detected something that 
seemed to them to be another manifestation of the moralizing,stubborn, and 
authoritar’ nm character cf Claude Ryan, 


I confess to having been somewhat ill at ease during the reading of the 
minutes. But the reading of a document reveals that the directives of Mi 











Ryan are much more graduated and supple than appears in the dispatches, If 
the commentators and observers take the trouble to do so, most of them will 

be forced to admit that they agree with the democratic principles, as well 

as the ethical and moral criteria which they usually come out with in praising 
or censuring the conduct of the political parties. 





Who can honestly say that a party publicly pledges to hold adequatly prepared 
conventions which are clear and wide open and which comply with the best rules 
of the democratic game? Who can pick a candidate after allowiag not only the 
militants to speak out but after having listened to their fellow citizens 
because this operation does not leave anybody indifferent? 


How can one object to a political party that picks the best possible candi- 
dates and that, in doing so, takes into account their intellectual caliber, 
their psychological and physical health, their reputation, their sense of 
responsibility, the seriousness with which they live their professional and 
private lives, their desire to serve and their aptitude in viewing social 
problems within a broad and general political perspective? 


What however seems contradictory in this operation is that Mr Ryan gives the 
liberal militants passably precise directives when it comes to seiecting the 
candidates after having insisted that the process be as democratic as 
possible, Now, if we allow democracy to function normally, the militants 
will pick the persons with whom they cei identify, persons who resemble 

them more or less in terms of qualities and shortcomings. And it is quite 
probable that many of those candidates will not be cast in the image of 
Claude Ryan who is not an average Quebecker in moral and intellectual terms. 


Now, why, then, this intervention from the top? Did not the reception given 
by the militants gathered at the general council meeting show that the 
average Quebecker, theoretically, is inspired by correct and pure intentions 
in the matter of politics? Unless Mr Ryan--realizing that, in practice, 

his fellow citizens often display a double conscience in the area of public 
affairs--wanted to remind his partisans by virtue of what criteria they 

must expect him to exercise his veto right if certain counties accept persons 
not dressed in nuptial robes. That will enable him to dominate the party 
even more effectively. 


Mr Ryan could discreetly attain his objectives of renewal and purification 
by virtue of the power given him under the party charter. Why then did he 
intervene so solemnly? I can see two reasons for that, 


The first is political. Mr Ryan remembers that one of the causes for the 

defeat of the Bourassa administration was his lame reputation in the matter 

of public morality, He knows that people came looking for him not only be- 
cause of his intellectual qualities but also because of his reputation of 
integrity and his moral prestige. Now, for him it is important, on the eve 

of great political events, to make sure that not only the party but the 
population as a whole will reaiize chat he has delivered the goods, He 
organized the party, he strengthened it, and he infused it with new intellectual 
vigor; now he is giving the PLQ back a moral tonus which is designed to make 
sure that it will not fall behind the PQ [Parti Quebecois] in thi. respect. 





The second reason has to do with Mr Ryan's personality itself. By training-- 
and perhaps also in spite of it--he is a moralist. Forcing himself to accept 
the rule of a very demanding life, he would find it difficult to accept 
having others pursue an easier life and discharging their responsibilities 
with less self-denial and scruples than he himself. He also gave the, perhaps 
unfounded, impression to several people that he detests the fisherman as much 
as he detests fishing, 


That, in any case, is the image which many people have gotten of Mr Ryan 
who judge him from far away, And it is through this image that they will 
in general judge his speeches and his reformist actions, 


I imagine that many of those people will be tempted to tell him what Francois 
Mauriac once upon a time told Jean Guitton (I am reporting the gist here, not 
the exact wording): 


"There is something missing in your work, One gets the impression that you 
did not go deep enough." 
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Puritanism, Liberalism: Strange Mixture 
Montreal LA PRESSE in French 12 Sep 79 pA 7 
[Article by Marc Laurendeau] 


[Text] In taking a moralistic and Puritan intellectual as its chief the 
Liberal Party of Quebec restored its image of integrity but at the same time 
it modified its philosophy and undertook the risk of experiencing certain 
internal tensions. The liberal current, which runs through our history and 
our institutions, always protected certain values of liberty against govern- 
ment control and the abusive presence of authority. 


At the end of the Duplessis regime, the liberalism of the Quiet Revolution 
was aimed at modernizing Quebec by extricating it from the control of the 
clergy, from intolerant religious monolithism, and from the withdrawal into 
the past. It is not astonishing that university graduates between the ages 
of 35 and 45 at that time joined the Liberal Party without there being any 
need for the party to go looking for them. 


The liberal philosophy was always inspired by a certain joy of living, an 
aspiration of the citizen to make his own decisions himself, Today the 
Liberal Party of Quebec still opposes the idea of independence because it 
wants to safeguard the high living standard of the people of Quebec. It 
objects to the linguistic legislation of the PQ administration because it 
finds it restrictive upon individual liberties. In general, the liberal 
militant or voter is a fellow who lives well and who appreciates material 
comforts and freedom of thought, 


Liberal Tradition Badly Shaken 


' The norms decreed by PLQ boss Claude Ryan concerning the choice of future can- 
didates for the general elections clash head-on with the liberal tradition. 


~ 
\ 








Of course, Mr Ryan's paper contains more nuances than certain media trans- 
mitted but the spiric of the document is astonishingly rigorous. The 
passage on the importance of a candidate's private life is particularly 
revealing. 


Mr Ryan asserts that “one must try to prevent the candidacies of persons 
who are recognized to have lived a dissolute life, who have no sense of 
responsibility, and who did not achieve a certain stability in their per- 
sonal, professional, or family life." The boss of the PLQ specifies that 
his party “will not simply close its eyes to the values connected with the 
private lives of those who care called upon to represent it toward our 
fellow citizens." Now, who can really pretend to judge somebody else's 
personal, professional, and family “stability?” Who has the right to 
evaluate his "private life?" 


Of course, in his paper, Mr Ryan claims that he certainly does not want to 
institute any “inhuman or stifling inquisitions,"but one might seriously 
ask oneself how the mechanism of the three regional committees, charged 
with “checking into the financial, professional, moral, and ethical 
crecibility of potential candidates” and reporting to the boss, could 
avoid abusive invasions of private life. The return to the straight and 
narrow, to moral judgment on citizens with respect to what they hold most 
intimate and private, is not within the tradition of the Liberal Party of 
Quebec. Even in the mores of Western societies, the fact of formalizing 
this verification of moral value and financial stability of candidates is 
ar. incongruity. 


No More "Spoils System"--Room for Intellectual Discussion 


Let no one be mistaken. The purge conducted in the Libural Party by Mr 
Claude Ryan cemains a healthy and important contribution to our society as 

a whole. The PLQ had lost power because of its lack of intellectual rigor 
and its moral laxity. Mr Ryan attacked the problem on two levels by 
eliminating the "spoils system" (as he put it) that is to say, those who 
came along only in search of patronage and by again introducing th penchant 
for intellectual discussion. He made the excellent decision of putt\ing an 
end to the presence of "kingmakers,™" election advisors who were not elected 
but who exerted tremendous power over the government machinery at the extent 
of sound management, Another major contribution by Mr Ryan to our democratic 
system is the obligation he imposed on each county association to hold a 
convention. 








However, in formalizing the acceptability standards and in obtaining for hin- 
self the means for checking on their implementation, the boss of the Liberal 
Party of Quebec has displayed an obvious lack of confidence in the local 
association. In themselves, these norms contain certain discriminatory 
elements capable of constituting an elite of virtuous intellectuals. According 
to Mr Ryan, a college degree represents "the most desirable norm” but, he says, 
“many people acquired an education, through contact with daily life and 

through personal readings and studies, whose quality is a hundred times 

greater than that of many persons who got their sheepskins,” And Mr Ryan adds: 














“One must make sure not to leave such persons asice when they are on our 
road." One should note here the rather fortuitous or accidental character 
of the candidacy of a person educated in daily life or self-taught. 


How, moreover, is one going to verify whether such a candidate is ina 
sound financial situation? Is one going to investigate the credit rating 
of every hopeful? If yes, that could tremendously restrict the number of 
potential candidates. 





Strength of Grass Koots--A Good Indicator 


Mr Claude Ryan heavily scored the intrigues, secret negotiations, and inter- 
ventions of higher authorities in the PQ with a view to the byelections. In 
Prevost, candidate Pie.re Harvey is acting in line with orders while, in 
Maisonneuve, Mr Jacques Desmarais, who is running on his own initiative 

(we might emphasize), has the approval of Mr Rene Levesque, Mr Pierre-Marc 
Johnson, and other government officials, In general, the maneuvers of Mr 
Levesque in pushing a candidate through, failed; we might think here of the 
case of Mr Yves Michaud, in Rosemont in 1976, the case of Mr Pierre Renaud 
who was running for the party vice chairmanship in June 1979, The strength 
of the rank and file in this sense is an indication of democretic vitality. 


The new mechanisms instituted by Mr Ryan enable him to explore the candidacies 
in advance. Party regulations already offer him che opportunity of appointing 
a candidate in case of emergency and the election law enables him to refuse 
the letter testifying that a certain person is a candidate running for the 
PLQ. From the combination of these provisions with the new mechanisms, it 
follows that Mr Ryan has gotten himself a formal veto right over the candi- 
dates, In this respect, he therefore appears definitely more control- 
oriented than his opposite number, Mr Rene Levesque, whose decision may 

yet be reversed by the rank and file, 


Mr Ryan said that he wanted “to respond to the claims made by the cpposition" 
by attracting well-organized intellectuals to the PLQ. The intention certainly 
is highly praiseworthy but Mr Ryan perhaps did not notice that the PQ did not 
issue any norms for recruiting those intellectuals But drafted a program 
capable of attracting them. It is on that side undoubtedly that the PLQ will 
have to seek its regeneration, 
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COUNTRY SECTION CANADA 


KEY FIGURES OF PQ GOVERNMENT APPRAISED 

Montreal LE DEVOIR in French 2,3 Aug 79 

[Article by Jean-Claude Picard: “Governmental Power in Quebec"™] 
{2 Aug 79, pp 1,6] 


{Text} All political intrigues that make and break governments always come 
to a head in Quebec City. And in this city, there is ultimately but one 
Single magic word that loosens all tongues, one single master key that opens 
all doors, that word and key is "cabinet du PM" [prime minister's personal 
staff]. 


As everyone no doubt realizes, the "PM's staff" is a term designating the 
prime minister's immediate personal assistants. Comfortably housed on Quebec 
City's Grande Allee in a “bunker” built under the Bourassa government, this 
staff is feared as much as fawned on by all who wheel and deal behind the 
ecenes of the provincial government. It is, in fact, the nerve center of 
governmental power. 


This is where all major plans and projects are formulated, where ali deci- 
sions essential to operation of the government and to keeping the party 
in power are made. Nothing of importance affecting the future of either 
the state or those who govern it ever occurs without the prime minister's 
personal staff having either incited it or been informed of it sooner or 
later. 


This staff is both the source and extension of the prime minister's will. 
It has multiple functions. It is an information and intelligence office, a 
planning and lobbying group, and an analysis and decision-making center. 


One of the staff sections prepares the next meeting of the priorities com- 
mittee or of the cabinet. Another section sees to smooth implementation of 
the legislative program. Another scrutinizes opinion polls and devises 
election or referendum strategies. Elsewhere, a staff member listens to the 
“lamentations” of an unhappy cabinet minister or worried party worker. 
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Within the PM's staff there is no boundary between state and party. There is 
but one boss, one loyalty, namely Rene Levesque whose authority must be 
asserted and made secure, and whose slightest wish must be obeyed. 


There is ne lack of ways to accomplish this. in several ministries, a simple 
telephone call from Levesque's office makes the devuty minister tremble, and 
at times even the minister. Messages from the PM's staff are given priority 
attention everywhere. In the bars on Grande Allee where, trom one successive 
government to another, members of the government continue to gather, the 
arrival of a “wheel from the bunker" arouses a great deal of interest and 
persons gather around him in most unexpected fashion. 


Under the Parti Quebecois (PQ) government, the size of the PM's staff has 
been increased to an unprecedented extent. No less than some 40 persons, 
excluding clerks and secretaries, work on this staff. This is about twice 
the numbe: employed during Robert Bourassa's Liberal Party government. 


Loyal and devoted to Levesque, most of them are rather muddle-headed, accept 
criticism poorly, and are always ready to back the prime minister, even if, 
on occasion, they have to besmirch a fellow staffer or speak ill of the party. 


All or nearly all of them were chosen on the basis of their attachment to 
the PQ and its leader, and will be dismissed the very moment there is any 
doubt about either one of those two loyalties. 


Even though each member of this staff performs duties essential to the overall 
efficiencey «of the machine, there are, nevertheless, three persons who do 

stand out from the rest of the group. Although they are not elected officials, 
they do appear to be the regime's strongmen. These three are Louis Bernard, 
the executive council's secretary general, Jean-Roch Boivin, Levesque’ s 

“chef de cabinet.” [chief adviser and senior administrative assistant], and 
Michel Carpentier, assistant chef de cabinet. 


Without necessarily being his friends, all three are close to Levesque. They 
are consulted on all matters and have direct and privileged access to his 
office. No important project is undertaken, no major decision made, without 
the prior concurrence of at least one of these three men. In Quebec City, it 
is said that the support or friendship of one or another of these three men 
is worth more than unanimity of the cabinet. 


Each one has his specialty and rules over his own empire. Louis Bernard 
handles the general management of affairs of state, Jean-Roch Boivin sees 
to intelligence and the administration of routine matters, while Michel 
Carpentier supervises the Parti Quebecois. 


Strictly speaking, Louis Bernard is not a member of the prime minister's 
personal staff because he is a member of the civil service. In practice, 
however, it amounts to the same thing. 





His position of secretary general of the executive council--or the prime 
minister's deputy minister--makes him the state's ranking civil servant. He 
enjoys Levesque’s full confidence in everything relating to major political 
and <dministrative decisions. 


As overseer of all deputy ministers, Louis Bernard attends particularly to 
the consistency of the affairs of state. He carefully reviews all proposals 
and plans submitted by the winistries, accepts those that will further the 
government's general objectives and rejects the others. He is the one who 
tells the prime minister what has to be done today in order to be in a 
position to do what the prime minister wants to do tomorrow. 


The 42-year old Louis Sernard is a strange mixture of a cold and aloof high- 
level civil servant and an ardently militant supporter of the PQ and national 
independence. 


In 1970, he resigned his position as assistant deputy minister for inter- 
governmental affairs to become chef de cabinet for Camille Laurin who headed 
the PQ parliamentary oppesicion at that time. 


Since then, his path and rise have followed those of the PQ. In i976, he 
helped Rene Levesque form and organize his staff and became Robert Burns’ 
deputy minister, in which position, he drafted, among other things, Law 92 

on the referendum. He subsequently replaced Guy Coulombe as executive secre- 
tary of the executive council. 


His party loyaity is beyond question. He is a card-carrying member of the 
party and contributes considerable sums to its annual fund drive. He shuns 
publicity and has no friends among journalists. He appears in pi. ‘lic only on 
rare occasions and exercises his enormous power from the privacy o- his 
office which is connected to Levesque's office by a private stairway. 


While Louis Bernard is in charge of the government's general course of 
action, Jean-Roch Boivin, in contrast, handles short-term, everyday matters. 
Boivin, a lawyer bordering on 50, is one of Levesque's very few personal 
friends. He is one of the regime's jack-f-all-trades. He is an skillful 
in settling a dispute between two ministers as he is in organizing the 

prime minister's weekly card game. 


More at ease in the Lower Town's taverns chan in the Upper Town's smart 
restaurants, Jean-Roch Boivin is what might be called a likabie boor. He 
shouts orders on ail sides, swears like a trooper, and specializes in 
arm-twisting. He is the complete opposite of the Levesque's other personal 
friends, Yves Michaud who is every inch the epitome of refinement and is 
especially at home in diplomatic circles. 


Schizophrenic like all men in power, the prime minister enjoy's Boivin's 
company as much as Michaud's. The latter intellectualiy amuses and stimu- 
lates him while Boivin's highly unaffected and open nature heartens him. 
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Jean-Roch, as he is called in Quebec City, is somewhat the Paul Desrochers 
of the PQ regime, except that he dees not control party finances and his 
personal ambitions are not likely to bring him before an investigating 
committee some day. 


He iives solely for the prime minister, unravels any intrigue likeiy to 
hurt Levesque and promotes those schemes likely to further his interests. 


If there is need to inquire into the activities of a minister or high-level 
official, Boivin is the one who attends to it. If there is need to determine 
whether an individual is sufficiently “correct™ to be appointed to some 
government position, Jean-Roch will be the one askei to make this determination. 


It was he who handled the alimony settlement made to the prime minister's 
ex-wife, just as he also handled the details of the PM's recent marriage to 
Mrs Corinne Cote. 


Jean-Roch Boivin definitely likes to chat with newsmen. He and most of them 
are birds of a feather. He invites them to his table, buys them a drink 
while loudly stating that he wants to corrupt them. When they have finished 
their first drink, he offers them a second, shouting just as loudly that they 
have not yet been sufficiently corrupted. 


Boivin makes it his special business to know everything that is happening 
and God pity anyone who daresto hide anything from him. The prime minister's 
confidence in him gives him tremendous power. Although he is not the man for 
master strategies, everyday tactics are his special forte and responsibility, 
and no one had better try to cross hin. 


The last member of this troika, Michel Carpentier is more discreet but just 
as powerful. This 34-year old political scieutist is the grand master of 
the Parti Quebecois. 


Assisted by a staff of some 30 persors -10 on Levesque's staff and the rest 
in each ministry--Carpentier is responsible for coordination between the 
government, members of the National Assembly, and the party. 


He knows every key party worker personally. He keeps himself punctiliously 
informed about everything brewing in all county associations and regional 
executive committees. 


He is the one who informs the prime minister whether there will or will 
not be a squabble at the next meeting of the party's national council] or 
executive committee. 
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He kmew at least 1 week before last May's general party convention that 
Louise Harel would defeat Pierre Renaud in the election for vice chairman, 
and advised the prime minister accordingly ci the opening of the conven- 
tion. 


His quiet charm makes him the confidant of several ministers and legis- 
lators who do not hesitate to teli him about their troubles and hopes. 
He is in a way the ideal compromise between Louis Bernard and Jean-Roch 
Boivin. 


Levesque leaves all party matters up to Carpentier. These past few weeks, 
for example, he is reported to have handled the delicate incorporation of 
Mrs Harel into the party's executive. 


Michel Carpentier also monitors the regional impact of government deci- 
sions and maintains, in conjunction with Jean-Roch Boivin, iiaison between 
Levesque and various pressure groups. 


Other members of the PM's staff also have their importance. In addition 
to the aforementioned Yves Michaud, we could mention Yves "Ti-Loup” 
Gauthier, an old friend of Levesque's and an old fox experienced in 
election campaign tactics. For instance, he directed the recent changes 
made among election chairmen. 


I must point out, in closing, that Levesque also relies, on occasion, 

upon a few old friends of the Liberal Party government of the (1960's, 

such as Michel Belanger, president of the Provincial Bank, and Pothier 
Ferland, a Montreal lawyer. 


An old newsman's reflex prompts the prime minister to draw from several 
souccss and compare their views. At staff meetings, he often plays one 
staffer against another and thus obtains the most divergent opinions. 


His PQ allegiance has not made him completely forget his Liberal Party 
roots. The night of his automobile accident in February 1978, he had just 
left Yves Michaud's home where he had dined with such fellows from the 
“old gang” as Judge Marc Briere, former minister Georges-Emile Lapalme, 
and the lawyers kosaire Beaule and Pothier Ferland. 


[3 Aug 79, pp 1,6] 


[Text] At the most recent general Parti Quebecois convention, Jacques 
Parizeau was the only membe of the government--other than Rene Levesque, 
of course,--authorized to aadress the delegates from the podium over- 
looking the assembly. 


He received a huge ovation that was due much more to his personal prer- 
tige than to the results of the party fund drive he was revealing one by 
one, licking his chops, his thumbs thrust firmly in his large vest. 
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Nobody failed to grasp what had happened during Parizeau's 15-minute 
report to the convention. Especially the few ministers who secretly 
hope to succeed Levesque. Jacques Parizeau had just been neither more 
nor less confirmed as the government's No 2 man and most logical candi- 
date for the party leadership. 


If, for one reason or another, Rene Levesque were to leave his position 
tomorrow, Jacques Parizeau would certainly be in the race to succeed him 
and would probably crush all opposition. 


His threefold position <s finance minister, revenue minister, and chair- 
man of the Treasury Council, make him the cabinet's strongman. Because 
not one single penny enters or leaves the state's coffers without his 
personal approval, or the approval of one of his assistants, he enjoys 
exceptional authority and prestige. 


Even though several of his colleagues make no bones about privately cri- 
ticizing his conservatism grumbling about his ambitions, all of them, be 
they ministers or legislators, play up to him and seek favors from hin. 


Yet, despite all his success and his ever increasing role in governmental 
affairs, Jacques Parizeau remains a man alone and carefully avoids cliques. 


A person with a sense of loyalty that is downright Britisch, he is not the 
person newsmen can count on to find out what has happened in a cabinet 
meeting. Even at the time of the confusion that marked the outcome of 
the sales tax controversy, the finance minister was the soul of discre- 
tion and refused to explain himself on the issue that had set him against 
the prime minister at that time. 


Because, and we must be blunt about it, Parizeau is not a friend of 
Levesque's. The two men respect each other, appreciate each other, but 
do not like each other. 


Parizeau derives his power from his personal strength, his influence upon 
party militants, and the financial credibility he nas been able to bestow 
upon the PQ government. in cabinet meetings, the ‘inance minister says 
little but generally has the last word. He blocks or delays plans and 
proposals that displease him. Pierre Marois had to fight “like the devil 
in holy water" to get his guaranteed minimum income measure accepted. Lise 
Payette almost submitted her resignation before Tricofil was grantel a 
subsidy. 


With the exception of cultural projects, an area in which Camille Laurin 

is still the government's great miracle worker, Jacques Parizeau monopolizes 
the government's most important projects: negotiations with workers in 

the public sector and purchase of the asbestos company, to mention but two, 
remain his responsibility and he keeps a jealous eye on them. 
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Even though the tinance minister is allowed--because his critics cannet 
do otherwise--to manage the general affairs of state, he has still suffered 
some severe setbacks in cther no less vital sectors. 


For example, on questions of strategy and the tenor of sovereigaty- 
association, Levesque looks elsewhere for his backing and support. 

Jacques Parizeau did not want a common currency with the rest of Canada. 
His view was rejected by the cabinet. He wanted the party to talk of 
independence during the special elections of Argenteuil and Jean-Talon, 

but here again, neither the government nor the party accepted his proposal. 


On these subjects, it is rather the ministers Claude Morin and Marc-Andre 
Bedard who call the shots and have gained the prime minister's ear. 


These two ministers have highly different backgrounds: Morin is a former 
high-level civil servant who has always lived in the capital's political 
milieu, whereas Bedard is a lawyer from Chicoutimi. Both men are moderate 
and prudent, but their convictions sre drawn from very different sources. 


Claude Morin is a “loner” who trusts no one. He derives most of his 
thoughts from the smoke that swirls up frou the pipe continuously clenched 
between his teeth. Marc-Andre Bedard is more sociable and constantiy 
surveys voters’ opinions. Of all the Levesque government's ministers, 

he is about the only one who has permanently assigned a member of his staff 
to tour Quebec's pubiic places and report to him what people are saying. 


Walking alongside him for a short distance is a veritable cavairy, because 
he is always stopping, chatting with this person, listening to that 
person, constantly checking out the various theories running through his 
head. 


The prime minister relies on Claude Morin's experience and knowledge of 
the issves while he trusts Marc-Andre Bedard's tried and tested working- 
class judgment. 


These two men generally get on rather well together and generally give 
the prime minister concordant advice. But such is not always the case. 


For example, those who wonder why the government waited so long before 
setting the date for the referendum, ought to know that Levesque's shilly- 
shallying was prompted not only by the lofty reasons he gave in his 22 June 
statement, but also and mainly by the profound dif*erenace of opinion between 
his two major strategists. 


Claude Morin favored the fall of 1979 while Marc-Andre Bedard believed it 
more advisable to defer the referendum until the spring of 1980. Bedard’s 
view ultimately prevailed. 


Camille Laurin is the fourth and last of the government's senior ministers. 
He is losing some popularity because his main projects are now a thing of 
the past. 
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Like Parizeau ¢t some extent, this sinister draws his power from his 


strong personality and his long record of service within the party. A 
psychiatrist by inclination and profession, Laurin remains the party's 
No 1 father confessor. The personal prov‘ems he has helped solve 

within the unruly PQ family can no longer be counted. With the passing 
years, he has become everybody's father. 

Even though the prime minister is starting to become annoyed at Laurin's 
cultural obsession, he patiently continues to listen to his opinion and 


seek his advice. 


In comparison with Parizeau, Morin, Bedard, and Laurin, all other ministers 
cut a rather sorry figure, somewhat poor relations, including Jacques- 
Yvan Morin who is confining himself more and more within his Ministry 


of Education. 


Admittedly, Marcel Leger is an excellent organizer; Jean Garon pleases the 
farmers and cheers up the prime minister; Guy Juron, Yves Berube, Denis 
Vaugeois, and Claude Charron, to name but them are rising stars, but their 
power stops there. 


As tor the priorities committee and the intersectorial ministers such 

as Marois, Leonarc, Landry, and fellows, they are superministers in name 
only. In fact, several of them dream of a sectorial ministry where they 
would at long last be able to decide something. This is especially true 
of Bernard Landry who in 3 years has not yet submitted a single piece of 
proposed legislation. 
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COUNTKY SECTION FEDERAL KEPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


DISRUPTIVE LEFTIST ANTI -STRAUSS DEMONSTRATIONS CAUSE CONCERN 
‘Frightening Scenes’ in Cologne 
Frankfurt /Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 17 Sep 79 p 3 


|Article by Lothar Bewerunge on the election campaign on the Rhine and Ruhr: 
"Frightening Scenes in Demonstrations Against Strauss" ] 


[Text ] Egyzs and tomatoes are flying through the Cologne Sports Palace. 

Way up in the upper decks thousands of young disrupters have banded together 
in massive blocs. The deafening noise of rhythmic shouts of “Heil Hitler, 
stop Strauss" staged by the SDAJ [Socialist German Workers Youth], DKP and 
also the KPD-ML Communist Part; of Germany (Marxist-Leninist) is amplified 
further many times over by sensitive microphones on the speaker's platform 
through batteries of loudspeakers the size of aircraft engines. The scene 
is frightening. Four plainclothesmen on each side of the platform, cocked 
rapid-fire weapons concealed in half-opened black umbrellas, provide 
protection for Strauss. Dozens of uniformed police are guarding every 
entrance and exit. Hundreds more are in a state of readiness in front of 
the arena. Down in the hall, rhythmic applause of CDU voters; up in the 
galleries, a sea of clenched fists. Rhythmic shouts of “Long live inter- 
national solidarity!" For a long time the speaker cannot be heard at all. 
Finally the agitated voice of Strauss comes through: "Citizens of the City 
of Cologne, don't put up with this. From acoustical to physical ¢t-rror it 
is but a small step; we went through that with the Naxis." 


Huge spotlights Light up the hall. Pure hatred and nakes fury can be seen 
on the faces of the disrupters. The fliers show the kind of amalgam of 
opponents of Strauss banded together here: an "Antifascist Working Group," 
a “Cologne Red Guard," the West German Communist League, the Action Unit 

of the DKP, but also representatives of Young Socialists and Young Democrats, 
a voters’ initiative of the Greens, an ecstatically shouting women's group. 
Strauss does finish his speech, after candidate for chief mayor Blenz of 

the CDU courageously has demonstrated that there wiil be no giving in to 

the terror of shouts. He is sure to hav earned high praise from the 
candidate for chancellor. 
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A different scene a itew hours earlier on the open 3urgplatz in the center of 
Essen! Here too eggs are splashing against the balustrade below the speaker's 
platform, finally hitting Strauss and some of his Christian Democratic hosts, 
none of whom dares approach the microphone for the time being. Koeppler can 
be seen in the background. Thousands are howling, yelling and whistling out 
on the square. Compared with this din, discotheques are silent zones. The 
banners, posters and red flags, which the troublemakers for a start are 

using as a cover, elucidate whom one is up against: "Stop Strauss, the 

enemy of the unions"; "Count us out, Strauss is out"; "Stop the enemy of 
peace, no fascism again ever!" Strauss waits for a quarter of an hour to 

see whether the police will secure him freedom of speech. Strongly armed 
police commandos finally force their way through the solid mass of people in 
which young Social Democrats, Communists and also members of the trade union 
youth are standing side by side. The police haul down the banners, probably 
because they are afraid that they might be used as a cover for throwing hand- 
grenades. They confiscate megaphones and lead away young people urinating 

on them from behind trees. And before you know it, electric cables have been 
cut and part of the loudspeakers are out of action. 


The local CDU officials 1 .ok like they are at a ioss what to do. But then 
Strauss, his face fire red, flings his answers to the roaring crowd--somewhere 
between 12,000 and i5,000 people. 


The candidate for chancellor says: "What you want is a communist dictatorship; 
what you want is red mob terror and the anarchy of communist terrorist gangs. 
It is high time that this red terror were broken." Again and again he must 
stop and guard against the projectiles. The police at his side seem to 

doubt whether personal protection actually is possible in this witches' 
caldron. Strauss knows that SPD Bundestag Deputy Thuesing has called for 

a counterdemonstration by the Hawks (|Falken}]. Later in Cologne he even 
maintains that young people in the schools had been called on by the “red 

head of the municipal administration on official stationery” to support this 
terror against him. 


On the Burgplatz in Essen Strauss continues: "It is high time for the SPD 
to draw a clear line. There are here gray areas of leftist terrorists, 
starting with the leftwing of the SPD and continuing with the Communists. 
What we see here is the representatives of this gray area. They are the 
representatives of Marxist terror." And, wildly gesticulating, the speaker 
warns: "You wil) find that you are mistaken, because what you are organ- 
izing will be the beginning of the end of the left majority in the FRG, in 
North Rhine-Westphalia and in the Ruhr. The majority representing the 
decent citizens will not stand for these goings-on." 


Down on the Burgplatz pensioners start waving their walking canes at the 
demonstrators. Women also raise their hands threateningly. Again and again, 
fists clenched, the shout returns: "Qut with Strauss, out with Strauss!" 
Then finally the man from Bavaria lets himself be carried away, concluding 
this performance of not quite 20 minutes with the following words: "You 
would have been the best students of Dr Goebbels, the best supporters of 








Heinrich Himmler; you are the best Nazis there ever were." The answer is 
more furious yelling. More and more red flags are fluttering in the wind. 
Only hours later does quiet return to the center of the town. The cars 

of the riot squads are parked everywhere. Many demonstrators have daubed 
their faces with black and red paint. There seems to be no end to the 
uproar. 


The SPD in North Rhine-Westphalia has done quite a bit of thinking since the 
events in Essen and Cologne. An appeal by Minister-President Rau that every 
politician must be given a chance to speak came exactly 48 hours too late. 
If things should look the same during the Landtag and then the Bundestag 
elections as they did this past weekend, an election campaign will not be 
possible any longer at all. Massive police intervetion had been needed in 
Essen and Cologne for the CDU to be in any position at all to insure its 
right of ass*mbly and also its guest's right to speak. The moment of truth 
will come as early as Thursday [20 September], when Strauss will first speak 
in the open in Herne and then in the Ruhrland Hall in Bochun. 


Opposition Demands Protection 
Frankfurt /Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 18 Sep 79 p 2 


[Report by "fy": "Opposition Charges Government Is Lax in Protecting 
Constitution--Dregger Explains Major Interpellation--'Errors, Distortions 
and Omissions’ in Annual Report" ] 


[Text] Bonn, 17 September--In the view of CDU politician Dregger, the FRG 
is at a crossroads, with the basic question being whether there will be a 
“grand antifascist alliance of those on the left" against everyone else or 
whether it is possible to restore the alliance of all democrats against 
extremists on the left and right. This is how Dregger in Bonn on Monday 

(17 September] summed up his conclusions from the violer. demonstrations 

in Essen and Cologne during the weekend in connection with election speeches 
by CSU Chairman Strauss. According to Dregger, the extreme leftist groups 
in the FRG today are strong enough to curtail the right of assembly and 
speech of a democratic party to an extent which amounts to undermining it. 
Furthermore the terrorist activity of the extreme leftists was forcing a 
Land government not to build an installation indispensable for the supply of 
energy (for the reconversion of burned nuclear fuel rods) because, while 
feasible from the safety aspects, it could not be implemented for political 
reasons. 





The occasion for these statements by Dregger was the submission of a major 
interpellation by his party in the Bundestag on the subject of the protection 
of the constitution, with Deputies Erhard and Spranger as the top signatories. 
The opposition is raising considerable reservations about the federal 
government's report about the 1978 activities of the Office for the 

Protection of the Constitution [VfS]. It has reached the conclusion that 

the federal government is not fulfilling its task in this sector of observing 
anticonstitutional groups and activities and publicly assessing the aims and 
activity of such groups. 
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The 1978 VfS report, it is claimed, contains "gross errors and distortions." 
The weignting of totalitarian efforts from the right and left had been 
disturved in favor of the extreme leftists. Thus the report was failing to 
make it clear that the extreme leftists had been successful in their effort 
for an action alliance with leftist Social [Temocrats. Just one example of 
this had been the “dubious role" played by SPD Deputy Thuesing in the anti- 
Strauss action in Essen. 


Minister of the Interior Baum had taken 6 months to publish the draft of the 
report submitted by the VfS. Im the process, facts had been embellished, 
conclusions based on them had been weakened, and new interpretations to the 
liking of the leftwingers in the SPD and FDP had been arrived at. This, 
according to Dregger, includes Baum's absurd assertion that only organizations, 
not individuals, can pursue anticonstitutional aims, and also the assertion 
that the ban of a party can be considered only after a party has actually 
caused the constitution to be jeopardized. 


Asked whether he advocates a ban of the DKP, Dregger said it was not necessary 
if the Communists continued to be barred from entering the executive branch-- 
in other words, the civil service--and the intellectual-political confronta- 
tion with them was conducted jointly by all democratic parties. Unfortunately 
the sharp line between the SPD and the Communists drawn in Schumacher's time 
no longer existed. 


To justify its criticism, the CDU/CSU cites a number of examples. it points 
out, for instance, that in the part of the report covering extreme leftist 
organizations it was only stated in general terms that there were “more than 
100 secondary organizations," such as working groups, committees and ad hoc 
groups, supporting extreme leftist efforts. In the 1977 report, by contrast, 
there had still been mention of "secondary organizations in the hundreds." 
Actually there are more than 1,000 such groups, according to the CDU/CSU, 
including the 370 communist<-influenced “initiatives against bans on employ- 
ment.” The table listing extreme leftist publications which had been included 
in the report until 1976 was now lacking, apparently because the government 
had wanted to avoid the inconvenient decision on whether or not, for instance, 
DER INFORMATIONSDIENST ZUR VERBREITUNG UNTERBLIEBENER NACHRICHTEN { informat- 
ion service for spreading omitted news], DIE SOZIALISTISCHE KORRESPONDENZ, 
the paper DIE NEUE or the journal KONKRET should be classified as extreme 
leftist. 


Further failings, in the view of the opposition, are the fact that the report 
no longer includes the statement that the DKP "supports revolutionary 
violence"--mentioned until 1977--and the fact that it is being certified to 
organizations like the German Peace Union, the Association of Persecutees 

of the Nazi Regime (VVN) and the Asssociation of German Jurists that "on 

the whole (they) pursue aims which are not directed against the liberal- 
democratic basic order." This despite fact that they were groups which, 
eccording to the criteria agreed on at the conference of ministers of the 
interior, supported the DKP. 


ho 


ho 





Furthermore the opposition in its major interpellation seeks to show that 
the federal government is in the process of relegating to oblivion the 
concept of "a liberal democratic basic order." Ever since the FDP had 
decided in 1976 to have civil servants pledge their support for the 
“essential elements" of this basic order, without stating exactly what 
they were, the federal government was inventing ever new formulas, such as 
"the Liberal order per se" or “fundamental constitutional principles." 
About these terms, the opposition has the following to say: "They create 
the impression of meaning something a little less and something much more 
indefinite than the "liberal democratic basic order" unambiguously inter- 
preted by the Federal Constitutional Court. The statement that in the past 
30 years no extremist organization had really been able to "jeopardize" 
the constitutional order had in effect placed in doubt the validity of the 
ban against the Socialist Reich Party (SRP) and the KPD. 





So far the stability of the FRG had rested on the fact that all democrats 
were in agreement in the fight against political extremism on the left and 
right. If now only “fascism,” and no longrr totalitarianism, was declared 

to be an enemy of democracy, this meant that the boundaries between leftwing 
democrats and extreme leftists were being obliterated. In turn, a gap was 
being opened up between leftwing democrats and the political center, which 
was placed under suspicion of being fascist. This destruction of the 
cooperation between democrats amounted to a mortal threat against the liberal 
order, as had been shown by examples of the most recent past. It was 4 grave 
failing that the VfS report did not devote a single word to that danger. 


Essen Authorities Reject Blame 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 18 Sep 79 p 4 


[Report by "L. B.": "Appeal Against Strauss Did Not Originate in Essen-- 
Abuses and Breakdowns in Youth Office, 'Party-Political Incrustation,' 
Strengthening of Security Measures" ] 


[Excerpts] Duesseldorf, 17 September--The Essen Municipal Administration 
today tried to clear up the charge that it had appealed for a "joint fight 
against Strauss" on official stationery of its director. According to 
explanations by the city, it was a question of breakdowns, perhaps even 
abuses, in the Youth Information Center of the city--for which it did not 
bear any responsibility. Nevertheless, the events are to be investigated 
further. Essen newspapers report that the whole thing is "uniquely 
embarrassing and presumably also proof of the party-political incrustation” 
in Essen. 

Several students, allegedly “without any party-political ties," according to 
the city authorities, added to some correspondence [sent out from the Youth 
Information Center] an appeal by the "Hawks" SPD youth organization cor a 
demonstration against Strauss. It called for a "joint fight against Strauss," 
announcing a speech by SPD Bundestag Deputy Thuesing at the demonstration. 

The enclosures added to this printed matter also contained the suggestion 
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"to please post the enclosed demonstration appeal on bulletin boards." The 
head of the Essen youth office, Godau, states that he did not find out about 
these occurrences before Friday afternoon--that is, shortly before the CDU 
assembly attended by Strauss. 


Municipal Administration Chief Finkemeier says that he learned about the 
occurrences only ex post facto. According to him, they apparently were 
possible because in the city Youth Information Center there is no check 
whatever on what youth groups or even individual youths do with the letter- 
heads and envelopes of the municipal administration and the official franking 
machine. Subjectively, many young people were bound to be under the 
impression that they had received an appeal for a demonstration against 
Strauss at least with the permission of the authorities. 


Because of the violent demonstrations in Essen, the police intend to strengthen 
their security measures for next Thursday during further election campaign 
events involving Strauss in Herne and Bochum. The police squad accompanying 
Strauss is said to be concerned as to whether it can really provide personal 
protection under conditions such as prevailed in Essen and Cologne. One of 
the problems was that the disrupters hid among the crowd behind huge banners, 
making it also virtually impossible to photograph them. In Essen the police 
attempted rather late to tear down the banners in order to be able to watch 
the unruly crowd for security reasons at all times. In the Cologne Sports 
Palace, the large blocs of disrupters, dispersed over various parts of the 
hall, were in fact directed by hand signals of individual demenstrators in 
the center of the hall. The police had not been prepared for that. The 
“conducting” procedure permits disruptive maneuvers which in halls with 
swingback seats can drown out any sound coming over a speaker. 


SPD Not To Join Future Demonstrations 
Frankfurt /Main FRANKFURTER ALLG@MEINE in German 18 Sep 79 p 4 


[Reports by "L. B." and "hls": "SPD Does Not Intend To Demonstrate Against 
CDU/CSU Candidates Any More" ] 


(Text ] Duesseldorf, 17 September--In the Ruhr at least, the Social Democrats 
do not intend to participate any longer in demonstrations at events involving 
CDU/CSU candidate for chancellor Strauss during the municipal election 
campaign, or call for such demonstrations. This is what North Rhine- 
Westphalian SPD Chairman Rau, who is also minister-president in Duesseldorf, 
told the press today. Rau said that if he had known about it, he would also 
have advised against holding a counterdemonstration against Strauss in Essen 
at the same place and almost at the same time. He says that he has agreed 
with the party organizations in Herne and Bochum that the SPD will do nothing 
on its part against the planned appearances there by Strauss next Thursday. 
In fact, a similar decision had also been made in the SPD Essen Subdistrict, 
but, according to Rau, "It is never possible to prevent some people from going 
against it." 


24 








The SPD politician confirmed that Strauss or any other politician had the 
right to speak without disruption in North Rhine-Westphalia. Whoever 
prevented Strauss from doing so in no case was entitled to be listened to 
himself. "Whoever wants to muzzle Strauss is acting improperly and unfairly. 
The yellers of Essen, however, do not represent the young generation.” Rau 
contradicted remarks by Strauss that the liberal state was in jeopardy because 
of such violent demonstrations. The yellers of Essen notwithstanding, no 
Weimar conditions were prevailing in the FRG. If one allowed himself to be 
provoked by such yellers, as Strauss did, one would have to allow oneself 

to be questioned about one's own sound nerves. Politicians purporting to have 
a sense of perspective also had to be able to control themselves. 


Criticism Against Brandt 


Did the SPD react properly against the attacks against CSU Chairman Strauss 
in the Ruhr and against the most recent appearances of the CDU/CSU candidate 
for chancellor as a whole, or did it not? This question was the subject of 
discussion on Monday inside and outside the party. There were utterances 
by SPD politicians (of course not in statements to the press) revealing 
dissatisfaction over the fact, for instance, that SPD Chairman Brandt and 
SPD Federal Executive Manager Bahr, if anything, with their remarks had an 
effect of uniting the undecided potential pro-Strauss voters. On the other 
hand, the fact was deplored that the SPD had failed to attack Strauss--if 
need be, also ad hominem--where this could be done with impunity, namely, 
concerning his exhausted appearance in the television discussion of party 
chairmen. If, however, Strauss was physically attacked, it was of course 
one's democratic duty to defend his right to speak anywhere in the FRG--in 
other words, also in the Ruhr--even if one regarded his utterances as wrong 
O. as dangerous within the limits of the battle of opinions. Apparently 
against the background of such unofficial opinion within the SPD, the party 
chairman, Brandt, decided on Monday quickly [to say something about] the 
dispute about the reaction against Strauss and the dissatisfaction voiced 
in the SPD over that reaction. 


Brandt tcld correspondents that he had “nothing at all to apologize for but 
wanted to confirm" that Social Democrats were opposed to any form of 
“roydyism and extremism" in politics. He himself had gone through this 

from the right and from the left in his gatherings and therefore did not 
have to draw on the CSU chairman in this. As a matter of principle, the 
Social Democrats were opposed to this kind of confrontation, and also because 
Strauss was involved, who wanted to achieve a polarizing effect. His casting 
of suspicions had shown a lack of self-control. 


8790 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


COMMENTATOR ANALYZES U.S, LEADERSHIP DILEMMA 
Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 5 Oct 79 p 1 DW 
[Article by Theo Sommer: "The Crisis Bungler in the White House"] 


[Text] Jimmy Carter has handled the mini crisis over Cuba like a bloody 
beginner. Only one thing can be said in his favor; he has resisted the 
temptation to answer the exposure of a Soviet brigade on Castro's island 
with another landing in the Bay of Pigs or with an uninhibited relapse 
into cold war. 


Otherwise the U.S. President committed every conceivable mistake--above 
all the mistake of arousing expectations which, as matters stanc, he could 
not fulfill, Just 4 weeks ago he put his foot down saying that ie would 
not tolerate the continuation of the status quo, But since he did not hold 
a single lever with which to effect the change without conflict, the fall- 
back was inevitable. The course into confrontation appeared to be too 
risky; thus what was left for Carter was caking refuge in cosmetic surgery. 
The artificially inflated crisis ended with a beautified capitulation. 


For weeks the allies of the United States had to observe the world political 
blundering of the Carter administration. Aghast and disturbed they regis- 
tered this: There was no crisis, no crisis management, no crisis settle- 
ment--only a lot of confusion. What remains is an enormous and quite un- 
necessary aggravation of the ratification process for the second U.S.-Soviet 
missile agreement; the impression of ineptitude; and a slight feeling of 
despair. 


There was no crisis which would have deserved to be so called by John F, 
Kennedy's strict standards namely a threat to U.S. security. This security 
was jeopardized in 1962 when Khrushchev had medium-range missiles stationed 
on Cuba--whereupon President Kennedy did go to the limit, to naval blockade 
and nuclear war threat to enforce their withdrawal, The security of the 
United States was at stake once again in 1972 when Brezhnev was about to 
build a base for Soviet nuclear submarines at Cienfuegos--in tacit yet firm 
diplomacy Nixon extricated from him the promise to abandon the project. 
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This time the security of the United States was not at all threatened, 
which Carter conceded from the outset. Neither could a violation of the 
agreements of 1962 and 1972 be claimed: They were limite: to strategic 
offensive weapons and did not contain any provisions abou': ground troops. 
Meanwhile the U.S. intelligence services even admit that the stationing 

of 2,000 to 3,000 Soviet soldiers was not a matter of the past summer but 
goes back for years--possible as far back as 1962. The label “combat 
brigade” has a peculiar element of random choice. In truth it probably 
involves a training regiment, reinforced by 40 tanks and field artillery-- 
a training regiment which its commanding officer had moved out in combat 
formation for an exercise so as to counteract the spirit of goofing off. 


Understandably the presence of the Soviet training >rigede on Cuba is irking 
the Americans who, according to Kissinger, get excited as soon as the Cubans 
build even something [like] a new football field. The question as to its 
mission is permissible. Are they training the Cubans for the latters' 
African adventures? Are they suppoved to protect the large Soviet monitor- 
ing station on Cuba? Are they intended to be the "trip wire” against the 
new U.S, plots against Castro's island? Do they represent the core of an 
expeditionary corps which can intervene in Latin America wherever the oppor- 
tunity of raking in easy gains offers itself? All these are questions which 
may well engrave new wrinkles of worry in the furrowed brow of the man in 
the White House. It is something entirely different to make them the cause 
of an acute crisis and to present to the world a weak muscle play without 
biceps. 


To impress the Americans, the Russians and the rest of the world Carter's 
crisis management should have been less erratic and fuzzy. He should have 
committed Senator Church to silence, as Kennedy had demonstrated in in 1962 
as an example. He should not have raised demands which did not stand the 
ghost of a chance of being accepted, and he should have made his adminis- 
tration--in this case at long last--speak with one voice. 


Yet the President--a statesman whom a swimming rabbit recently caused to 
panic when ht was out rowing--did nothing of the sort. He wert out into 

the public be ‘ore he had established contacts with the Soviets. He could 
not, and was ot allowed to, imitate Kennedy's readiness for nuclear war. 
Likewise he fsiled to muster Nixon's determination (Nixon's question to 
Kissinger at tne time: "Possibilities to support any action which will irk 
Castro? Boycott the states which cooperate with Castro? Most important of 
all: Set up missiles in Turkey or a submarine base on the Black Sea?"). 
Carter's team only came up with useless ideas: Making the relationship 
with Beijing closer and approving arms exports to China--(to begin with, 

the secretary of defense is sent there); discontinuing the grain deliveries 
to the Soviet Union; refusing the most-favored-nation clause to the Kremlin; 
enhancing the military presence of the United States in the Caribbean; no 
longer heeding Soviet sensitivities in eastern Europe. In the end hardly 
anything of all that was left because, as Carter's security adviser Brzeszin- 
ski remarked, there would not be any sense "in reacting to the Soviets and 
shooting yourself in your own foot in the process." 
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Smallwonder that Carter's statement on the Cuban crisis on Monday, which 
had been prepared profusely and ceremoniously, turned out to be very thin. 
The Soviets insisted: The controversial unit is a training unit, and that 
is the way it shall remain; neither the United States nor anybody else is 
threatened, and that's that; in view of the Soviet obduracy Carter had but 
cosmetic measures left. Cuba will be carefully watched--all of a sudden 

now threatened nations will be helped if they so desire--how this is to be 
done is a different question as the era of U.S. tutelage is over; a new 
staff will be formed in Key West--that is enough to make a cat burst out 
laughing; an increase in U.S, ecomomic assistance to the Caribbean states 

is to counteract social unrest and communist predominance--the dictators 

of the region happily rub their hands; for a mobile task force it is planned 
to recruit 100,000 men in a hurry--said does not mean done, All told: Smoke 
screens over a fallback. 


Well, normally there should be some consolation in the idea that a presi- 
dent who has overshot the mark would seek an elegant escape; that he would 
ignore the petty unpleasantries in the U,.S,-Soviet relationship in order 
not to impair the essentials--primarily SALT II; that he would not fall 

for the panicmongers and even revive the Monroe Doctrine which was devised 
150 years ago against the tsar when the latter tried to interfere in the 
United States. A one-time slip surely would be pardonable for Jimmy Carter. 
Yet the tempest in the Caribbean teapot which he unleashed reveals the 
basic weakness of his foreign policy; it is thoughtless in its design, 
amateurish in its implementation and erratic in its objectives. He pre- 
tends to be strong when he is weak. He does not know what he wants. A 
game played with several balls is too much for Carter; he can only concen- 
trate on one ball at a time. in line with his weakness of concentration is 
the weakness of coordination of his staff. The lack of leadership in the 
White House, however, variably invites Congress to practice its anarchic 
propensity in the field of world politics, 


The lack of strength and orientation of U.S, economic policy drives the 
other democratic industrial nations increasingly into self-help. The 
history of the origin of the European Monetary System shows it is an emer- 
gency community against the deteriorating, orphaned dollar. Carter's 
erraticism vis-a-vis the Kremlin has induced Europe's statesmen to insure 
their detente flank on heir own several times already. Zbigniew Breezinski 
erroneously calls this "self-Finlandization,” while in truth the point at 
issue is only to screen the result of ostopolitik, which was conceived as 
orchestrated transatlantically for many years, against the unpredictable 
spells of Carter and his people. 


In the beginning Europe adopted an attitude of astonishment toward the man 
from Georgia, later holding the benevolent expectation that he would learn. 
The astonishment has abated, the expectation proved to be wrong. Carter 
will not change any more. He will not learn. His suitability for his 
office does not increase along with the duration of his term. "He no 
longer manages to get his act together'--this American slang expression 
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today is the climax of the judgement of most observers on this side of the 
Atlantic. After a phase of tacit, bashful sympathy it is probably time now 
to state in all frankness and in public: The world must wish for itself 
another, a better U.S. president. 


Europe will also need the United States in the eighties. Though it has no 
vote in the U.S. elections, its interest is unequivoczl in a vigorous, 
steadfast, predictable America. If it is to be irked at all, then better 
by the excesses of a strong administration in Washington ‘han by the in- 
adequacies of a weak administration in Washington. 


CSO: 3103 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


COMMENTATOR ANALYZES WEST'S SUSCEPTIBILITY TO BLACKMAIL 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 5 Oct 79 p 6 DW 
[Article by W. Hertz-Eichenrode: "Phase of Weakness} 


[Text] It is high time to push aside the specialized terminology of the 
arms analysts, this incomprehensible abbreviation mathematics of the death 
arsenals in East and West. What ought to be discussed is political state 
of affairs comprehensible to anybody. 


l. If we exploit all available sources it turns out to be a proven fact 
that the Soviet Union has achieved a considerable preponderance in nuclear 
weapons in Europe. We have been able to live with this because allegedly 
this weakness in Europe has been balanced by an arms superiority of the 
United States on the global level. But it becomes more plain every day 
that this is an unjustified optimism. Thus, the “Foreign Affairs Research 
Institute” the other day arrived at the following conclusion: "The output 
figures of the (Soviet) arms factories are ‘ncomparably greater than those 
in the United States, and the military technology is equal." If this is 
true, then we must acknowledge a state of facts which is cardinal for the 
world political situation: The times are past when the West was able to 
balance the quantitative preponderance of the East through superior tech- 
nical quality. 


z. By all historical experience arms superiority is exploited for power 
policy. Hence if it is true that the East is enhancing its arms superiority 
every day, then the West has been plunged into a situaticn of susceptibility 
to political blackmail. 


Since it is not the purpose of this analysis to fabricate unsubstantiated 
horror news it is necessary to examine whether a state of susceptibility 

to blackmail can already be found in the political deportment of the govern- 
ments. By nature the probe must be applied in Washington, but Likewise in 
Europe, and there primarily in Bonn as the seismograph located at the most 
sensitive seam between West and East. 


1. It means remaining stuck in the obvious of the third Cuban crisis to 
diagnose that Carter has made a mountain out of a molehill «nd therefore 
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has necessarily sagged in a sad reaction to a calculated Soviet provoca- 
tion. The world political dimension of the affair will be evident only 
after a comparison of the three Cuban crises. In 1962 Khrushchev found 
himself compelled to discontinue the attempt to install nuclear missiles 
in the middle of the Westerr Hemisphere because of Kennedy's determined 
attitude. Likewise Brezhnev in 1972 did not dare to carry the conflict 
too far when the Americans discovered that the Soviets were bui'ding «4 
submarine base on Cuba. In °979, however, Brezhnev feels strong enough 
to maintain a presence of Soviet troops in the Western Hemisphere even 
against the resistance of the U.S. President. One might still say in a 
palliating way: One brigade, so what? What is decisive, however, is that 
Moscow believes it need not heed the impairment of the SALT II treaty by 
the Cuban adventure, Obviously Brezhnev proceeds from the essumption that 
the U.S, Senate will ultimately not have any other choice but to ratify the 
treaty. 


2. Bonn is regarding the destiny of SALT II with far less calm than Moscow, 
Federal Defense Minister Apel, during his visit to the United States, es- 
tablished a sort of Linkage which is not only revealing but traitorous. He 
made the “closure of the arms gap” [nachruestung] of NATO, which is to es- 
tablish a counterweight to the Soviet super ority in nuclear weapons, de- 
pendent on the proviso that the United Status ratify SALT II. If the 
Senate causes the treaty to fail, NATO will be plunged into a political 
crisis, he said. Anel's justification was that KATO is combining the 
“closure of the arms gap” with an “arms control policy initiative” which 
would “no longer be realistic” if SALT II did not materialize. 


Let us ignore with Christian clarity the fact that it is like having the 
empathy of a woodrasp for the German defense minister to believe he can 
put the Senate under pressure not only with regard to the matter iuself 
but also concerning the timing. Apel's remarkable appeerance in che Unite‘ 
States must be interpreted as follows, whether we like it or not: 


--Bonn, and if we go by Apel this also applies to the other European NATO 
partners, does not believe that it can expose itself to the anticipated 
consequences of a SALT II failure--neither to Soviet pressure nor to an im- 
pairment of the negotiations on SALT III. 


--Apel even became involved in the contradiction of manipulating the Bonn 
promise to jack the defense budget up by 4 real 3 percent, even though he 
knows that this concession would make it easier for the Senate to give its 
blessing to SALT II. Obviously it is of the significance of a political 
signal toward Moscow if Bonr does not exactly abide by the word it has 
given. 


All told: The example of SALT II shows that the political symptoms of 
susceptibility to blackmail are Lecoming evident in Washington and Bonn. 
What is involved is not only a controversial treaty but also a treacherous 
treaty. And yet, the governments of the NATO states on both sides of the 
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Atlantic do not believe that they may challenge the Soviet Union by reject- 
ing SALT II. And what is worst of all, they probably cannot in fact do fo 
because the Soviet Union currently is too strong owing to its arms superi- 
ority. 


The conclusion to be drawn must be that the North Atlantic alliance can 
emerge from its phase of weakness only if and when it creates the power 
policy preconditions for insusceptibilicy to blackmail. This is were we 
touch the sore spot of the Bonn coalition. Unperturbed by all attacks 
from Wehner, Genscher has rvmained adamant on the point of "closing the 
arms gap." Apel's attitude is not his maxim, This is a vital question 
on which the social-liberai coalition could break apart. 


CSO: 3103 








COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


CARTER'S ‘YIELDING’ ON CUBAN ISSUE DISCUSSED 
Frankfurt FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 6 Oct 79 p 1 DW 
[Editorial by Guenter Gillessen: "Carter's Yielding") 


[Text] The Soviets have held their own in the third Cuban crisis. For the 
first time since the Spanish-American War a great power alien to the hemis- 
phere has gained a foothold with operational armed forces off the coasts 
of the American continent. The fact that this happened years ago but 

could be kept secret for a long time (and is still being denied by the 
Soviet Union) changes nothing in the political significance of the event. 
President Carter has given up trying to remove the Russian soldiers. What 
can easily be derived from this is tacit approval by the United States and 
a common law for the Soviet Union. 


Could the U.S, President have acted differently? There were two obstacles: 
The resistance of the big farmers to a halt in Soviet grain purchases and 
the concern about the consequences of a Cuban blockade, a military clash 
with the Soviet Union. The risk was considerable. By avoiding it an im- 
portant political position has been vacated. 


Th President sought to belittle this in his public statement. The 2,000 
or 3,000 Soviet soldiers can “not directly” threaten the United States. 
The Soviet brigade on Cuba cannot change the world strategic balance, 
Giscard and Schmidt declared which assisted Carter. Taken at face value 
this is not wrong, yet it dodges the crux of the matter on purpose. 


Naturally a Soviet brigade on Cuba would not be adequate to threaten the 
United States “directly.” Nor need its use in Letin America be expected. 
The Soviet Union has the Cubans for that. The "direct" problem is not 
2,500 Russian soldiers on Cuba but 40,000 Cuban soldiers in Africa--or 
some day in Latin America. The Russians on Cuba make the overseas opera- 
tions possible for the Cubans. Hence, the indirect threat to the United 
States by the Soviet presence on Cuba is much greater and much more con- 
crete than the direct threat. This is what should have been disputed with 
the Soviet Union in the third Cuban crisis. 
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Second, the American failure means that the SovieteUnion now knows better 
what it can afford to do on Cuba. The Cuban dependence became more evi- 
dent than heretofore. The brigade, in a secondary rcle, might help con- 
solidate it. The main thing, at any rate, is that as a result of Cuba's 
dependence Moscow has, and also uses, an army by proxy for crisis areas 
while the leading western power after Vietnam lacks the funds and the will 
to wage a "gunboat" diplomacy, In the same manner the Europeans refuse to 
place vital interests in their direct neighborhood, in the Middle East and 
in Africa, under the protection of their alliance and they keep task forces 
standing by for thet purpose. The bad outcome of the third Cuban crisis 
will show its effect in Africa and, perhaps, also in the Middle East. 


A third aspect of the wrongly handle’ crisis comes into the picture if we 
hear how the foremost concern of the ‘estern governments does not apply to 
their weakness but to the destiny of ne SALT treaty, lest detente suffer 
harm. Detente has become the ersatz objective of foreign policy. The 
simple question is being suppressed as t: whether this policy, as it is 
being pursued, regardless of its peaceful name really serves the purposes 
which it is to serve: Security e d peace. 


The ostopolitik of the West in the fifties largely lived up to what it had 
intended: The curbing of the Soviet Union. The ostopolitik in the seven- 
ties, with “.tensified efforts for cc operation and lessening efforts for 
balance, failed to achieve a situation where cold peace might be safer and 
trust in the adversary greater. Grated, it was possib.e to put certain 
parts of the East-West conflict to rest, above all in Eruope, yet it has 
been impossible to introduce any general rules of moderation which might 
have changed the bellicose character of the relationship. All East-West 
agreements remained temporary or pheripheral, contain contradictions or 
loopholes which Moscow's policy exploits as it needs them, It concentrates 
on achieving military superiority an. outflanking the West along the supply 
routes to the Third Worli. 


The Soviet unit on C ba is part oi this, Its covert stationing and the re- 
fusal to withdraw it-- oes this not make conclusions obvious as to Soviet 
foreign policy, the shortcomings of detente policy and the highly Limited 
benefit of the SALT II treaty? Henry Kissinger writes this about the 1970 
Cuban crisis in his memoirs: "We could not forget that the Soviet Union 
Sought to «eceive us. We did not overlook the reality that Soviet restraint, 
to the extent we could achieve it, was attainable only with sharp pressure 

in the particular matter."' Has it meanwhile become possible to pursue 
foreign policy with a partner like this without strength and readiness for 
conflicts? 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


OPPOSITION FORMULATES CAMPAIGN STRATEGY 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 6 Sep 79 p 1 


[Report by Manfred Schell: "“CDU/CSU Does Not Only Plan To Issue Warnings; 
Strauss Is To Dispel Fear of Future"] 


(Text ] Bonn--"A party which only wails and warns--such a party people will 
not vote for." That is what Theodor Waigel thinks, and this view of his 
explains the direction of the CDU/CSU's preliminary drafts of an election 
campaign program. 


In contrast to the “operator” Helmut Schmidt, Franz Josef Strauss on behalf 
of the CDU/CSU is to be the bearer of hopes for people afraid of the future 
and seeking criteria by which to orient themselves. 


As is also shown by periodic poll findings, a considerable part of the 
population, according to the CDU/CSU stand, is viewing the future with 
considerable concern. It was precisely these people, who also included 

the young, whom Strauss intended to win over by taking a realistic inventory 
and by making promising offers of solutions. This was true particularly of 
the further economic, social and ecological development of the country. 


In all this there was a definite awareness of the risk that Strauss, if for 
example he spoke of the limits of the social welfare state, would be 
consciously misinterpreted by the political opponent and portrayed as a 
politician out to destroy the social legislation network. "But we will not 

be able to make any headway unless we are forthright," the CDU/CSU strategists 
told DIE WELT; “people are sick of the duplicity of the opposition." 


The alliance with the West and security in Europe and the world are also to 
enjoy a priority position in the election campaign program, with observance 
of the treaties with the East being guaranteed explicitly. 


Despite the conflicts in the SPD and nothwithstanding the leftwing dissatisfact- 
ion at Schmidt's engaging in “crisis management" without long-term perspectives, 
the CDU is under no illusion but that there will again be a "maximum of 
solidarity" at the party congress in December. Besides, it is believed, 
Schmidt, “by taking a tough stand in public, will try to dispel" the impression 
in Berlin that the SPD is split in the question of nuclear energy. 
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The “lines of conflict" in the SPD are attributed by the CDU, among other 
things, to processes of massive shifts among the Social Democratic members 
and voters. The habitual SPD voters from among the workers expect economic 
growth, rising wages and secure jobs. "Their party loyalty is great, and 
there is a strong pronounced readiness to follow the political leadership." 


By contrast, the strata of voters who sided with the SPD in the 1960's and 
1970's would present a much more varied picture--namely, one of social 
climbers who, responding to Willy Brandt, had seen the SPD as a party of 
teform oriented toward the future. These people had consisted of "idealists," 
of persons belonging to the generation of prosperity which was paying primary 
attention to “postmaterial values," and of leftists belonging to the protest 
generation. 


Each of these groups had tied different expectations to the "concept of 
reform." Now the SPD was undergoing an “identity crisis." In the past the 
SPD had tried "to live with these contradictions and even to derive tactical 
advantages from them. In terms of the language of political marketing, the 
SPD is using a strategy of product differentiation and differentiated appeal." 


On the one hand, Helmut Schmidt was appealing to those parts of SPD supporters 
and voters who “define political quality as the ability to solve problems 
over the short term." ("In this, at least as much importance must be attached 
to Schmidt's talent of demonstrating through the media his ability to solve 
problems as to his actual skills.") Om the other hand, Willy Brandt was 
“intruding into the present as a political fossil of the era of exuberance 

for reform," trying to "win those forces for the party which otherwise would 
avoid Schmidt's cool crisis management" and take refuge with other parties, 
with the Greens or in the camp of the nonvoters. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


OPPOSITION FUMBLES AS ELECTION CAMPAIGN STARTS 
Bonn DEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in German 14 Sep 79 p 3 


[Article by Ludolf Herrmann: "Strauss Two Months After: Stormy Weather 
for the Union"] 


[Text] Opposition emerges from summer interval lacking 
momentum. The Union (Christian Democrats and Christian 
Socialists) was not able to capitablize on the summer- 
time lull and improve its image under Strauss’ leader- 
ship, either. In fact, it made the same old mistakes, 
engaging in intramural invective and setting up a multi- 
tude of committees. 


The ill winds of summer blew in from the edge of the Alps, weighing down 

on the parties of the Union in August. According to the political barometer 
poll conducted by ZDF [Second German Television], the opposition did not 
keep pace with the government during this vacation month. The number of 
those approving of the government rose; the number of those approving of the 
opposition stayed roughly the same. The man most affected by the change 

in the weather was Franz Josef Strauss, nominee for chancellor. As the 
public estimate of Helmut Schmidt rose from 2.8 to 3.1 points--an out- 
standing mark on the ZDF scale--Franz Josef Strauss’ score tumbled from 

0.7 to 0.3. To be sure, it was just a summer vacation poll. But, as a 
trend at least it can be taken seriously. 


The Union's fruits might have ripened this summer, but didn't. During 
the cooler season, the opposition is at a disadvantage in view of the 
government's inherent potential for action. The Chancellor acts and the 
opposition reacts--that, in a nutshell, is the dilemma any party out of 
office faces. But in summer the cat's away; the Chancellor is on the 
Brahmsee; the cabinet ministers are busy improving their summer homes and 
what is left of the cabinet is reduced to a blue-collar-type group of 
card players, headed by Minister Franke. At times like these, an alert 
opposition can take over the stage. If Moellemann (the FDP's military 
expert) can grab the headlines, there is no reason why Strauss and Kohl 
can't. There certainly was no dearth of topics. 
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Nothing Much Has Changed 


But, the Union which gave in to its need for a rest all too readily last 
summer didn't really adjust to this year's summer vacation schedule, either. 
Juergen Todenhoefer, the CDU's enfant terrible, sounded the alarm last 

year by saying that "one doesn't make it to the top in a sleeping car." 
This warning should have been issued this year, too. But the outspoken 
parliamentarian [i.e. Todenhoefer] was too busy looking after his own skin 
this year to care about taking on the new leadership of the venerable old 
Union. 


And yet, there was an urgent need for the Jnion to shift into higher gear. 
The most recent figures on the opposition's chances, given out by the 
Allenbach polling organization in July, had not been in the least encourag- 
ing: The two parties stood at 46.1 percent. Which leads the pollsters 

to believe that the Union will do no better than repeat its showing in the 
1972 elections. In that election, the SPD was the strongest party in the 
Bundestag for the first time ever. And, the Union's showing was the worst 
since 1949. The nominee for chancellor had been heard to say that the 
political climate began to shift once he received the call. The pollsters, 
for their part, could see no evidence of this. Their findings indicate 
that the situation has by and large remained the same. A good deal of 
ground could have been gained, if the Union had cashed in on its opportun- 
ities and had tried to win more of a following. As it turned out, these 
hopes went unrealized. 


To begin with, it was the CSU which poisoned the atmosphere. Strauss had 
the BAYERNKURIER mount sharp attacks against his party friends in northern 
Germany. In issue after issue, CDU secretary general Geissler was blasted, 
making it appear that Strauss was running against him and not against 
Schmidt. Strauss’ team then saw fit to raise the ominous issue of pro- 
viding the party nominee with guidelines defining the division of 
responsibilities, as though they hadn't learned a thing from the confused 
state of affairs preceding the 1976 Bundetag campaign. At that time, 
Kurt Biedenkopf had urged that such guidelines be given to his then close 
ally Kohl and had thereby almost caused a break with the CSU. Kohl had 
not had an easy time of getting tempers to simmer down. This time, it 
was Strauss who had to run for cover. 


An additional problem was Strauss’ inability to overcome his infatuation 
with his own ideas about campaign strategy. He had become deeply convinced 
of the need for a crutch, i.e. a fourth, test-tube-grown party to help the 
Union win the election. And he had maintained right up to the time he was 
nominated that, lacking such a crutch, neither he, nor anyone else, would 

be able to beat Helmust Schmidt. After his nomination, he still held to this 
view. It took a meeting of the strategy board and a major effort by 

Helmut Kohl to put an end to this hocus-pocus. 
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But, no sooner was this item cleared up than Friedrich Zimmermann, Strauss' 
man in Bonn, began calling for the appointment of an election campaign 
coordinator. Geissler, so Munich said, would not do. While the names of 
possible candidates for the job were bandied about for a number of weeks, 
it became increasingly clear that Strauss and Zimmermann would have agreed 
to entrusting it to dexterous Kurt Biedenkopf. The CDU, on the other hand, 
was of the unanimous opinion that opportunism should not be allowed to 
enter into the campaign. Once again it was Kohl who helped reason to pre- 
vail. Biedenkopf, who was given poor marks in political honesty by his 
own regional party causus, will not serve on either of the two committees 
charged with running the election campaign. 


In the face of all these problems, the nominee was understandably hard put 
to get the Union to close ranks behind him. It was apparent, to be sure, 
chat all segments of the CDU were making an effort to do their bit ina 
show of pro forma loyalty. Hardly a soul, even within the ranks of the 
Junge Union and among the social committees is still prepared to express 
reservations about the candidate. This state of affairs should really 
give Strauss pause. 


Under the circumstances, it has been difficult to convert tacit obeisance 
into active approval. All of Strauss’ efforts to make the northern German 
prime ministers Albrecht ai4 Stoltenberg join his prospective cabinet have 
thus far come to naught. Altnough the Lower Saxony head of government 
issued a dignified promise of assistance during the campaign, he made it 
plain that Strauss, should he become chancellor, would not be able to 
count on him. He stuck to his guns even whenthe CSU chairman taunted him 
by saying that, unlike in Baden-Wurttemberg, the CDU position in Lower 
Saxony is not stable enough to permit its doing without its top man. This 
statement turned out to cut both ways. For, if Baden-Wuerttemberg’s prime 
minister Spaeth is in fact dispensable, why doesn't Strauss include him 

in his list of worthies. 


While the Union thus continued making intramural headlines, the government 
managed to dominate the political scene, even during the dog days. 
Chancellor Schmidt, on his sailboat crossing the Baltic, gave a demonstra- 
tion of how to combine vacation pleasures with the down-to-earth business 
of a well-run public relations effort. All things considered, Strauss more 
or less evened the score by taking a side trip to Hungary. And, the 
opposition did manage to put the government on the defensive on the tax 
issue. But, this very topic demonstrated that it simply isn't enough 

for the opposition to throw down the gauntlet. It wasn't long before the 
government had the tax issue well i. hand once again. 


A Trap? 
The fact of the matter is that the opposition is engaged in a remarkably 


tenacious effort aimed at undermining its own position. For, if it should 
succeed in pushing through tax relief measures for 1980, it will merely 


39 











have helped the government to a gift basket at election time. If it does 
not succeed, the Chancellor will hold out the promise of tax cuts--events 
over the past several years have shown this to be more effective than actual 
small-scale tax relief--which should make life easier for him during the 
campaign and leave funds for other gifts and services in the budget as 

well, The fact is that the opposition simply can't win on this issue. 

One might ask, therefore, whether Strauss didn't fall a government trap 
when he chose to make this particular topic his main summer attraction. 


Meantime, the rate of inflation has reached five percent again, without 
anyone's alerting the public to the fact. And, the gasoline and home 
heating oil price hikes were accepted by the opposition without a word, 
like one of nature's vagaries. And, finally, the discussion on retire- 
ment benefits--important enough in view of the increasing number of voters 
of retirement age--by far lacked the momentum it deserved. The dilemma 
of our intra-German policy; the oddly temporizing position the government 
has taken on the “sar East; the loss of confidence vis-a-vis cur American 
ally; tae erosion of NATO, and the increasingly precaricus state of our 
defenses--none of this seems reason enough for the opposition to bring up 
the heavy artillery. True to its habitually mediocre ways, it approaches 
every issue with a great deal of bureaucratic bustle, if at all. 


Strauss, to be sure, has trundled out the heavy rhetoric on several occa- 
sions, But, epithets like "moral decay," "down-and-out policies” or 
“rummage sale" merely seem to give off an odd sort of aroma, like overly 
strong perfume. And, the earthier Strauss gets, the more people seem to 
enjoy this evidence of his vitality and the less seriously they take him 
is a political figure. 


The nominee resembles his predecessor in one regard above all: he equates 
stating and characterizing a problem with discussing it in depth. Just 

as impulsively as Kohl he, too, fails to see that the major issues can 

be brought home to the voters only as part of a carefully built-up, long- 
term campaign effort. The great policy debate on family matters, for in- 
stance, saw the opposition engage in twopenny-halfpenny maneuvers, 
frittering away its chances for success. As it turns out, the Union has 
not gained one ounce of strength as compared to the last election campaign. 


A Case of "Proliferitis," Again 


Which is not really surprising considering the personnel setup with which 

it has chosen to enter the lists. As was the case 4 years ago, the 
decision-making process is divided up among a vast, unmanageable multi- 

tude of commissions and committees. Strauss, who accused Kohl of ‘'proliferi- 
tis’ then, seems about to make the same mistake. In addition to the two 
party presidiums, there is a strategy board which thus far has commended 
itself primarily as a body specializing in procrastination. And then, an 
advisory commission on campaign strategy has been formed to which the two 
party chairmen as well as the two secretaries general belong--Friedrich 
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Zimmerman for the CSU and Gerhard Stoltenberg for the CDU. The pletform 
is to be hammered out by the secretaries general and Messrs. Zimmerman 
and Albrecht. In addition, a special campaign committee is to be con- 
stituted. Later this year, Strauss plans to field a team of top officials 
of both parties which he can present to the public. In the spring, a 
kind of shadow cabinet is to be formed. Which is bound to result in con- 
tinuous bickering about the individuals to be considered for the various 
posts. As the KOELNISCHE RUNDSCHAU, a newspaper with close ties to the 
CDU, put it: “The Union has a firm grip on making adverse headlines over 
the next several months." 


The similarities are truly amazing: On balance, Strauss’ 2-month record 
as the party standard bearer is almost exactly the same as Kohl's in 
1975. He has neither emerged as more of a leader, nor has the party 
program been more clearly defined. In keeping with the old adage ‘pacta 
sunt servanda’ (agreemente must be honored) half-hearted political 
support has a Latin accent this time around. But, there is a difference: 
the polls look worse this time. It is therefore not surprising that top 
officials of both the CDU and the CSU view the experiment's 
outcome with some trepidation. Or, as the Latin saying has it: Et 
respice finem. (Consider the end.) 
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COUNTRY SECTIGN FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


WEHNER WARNS UNIONS AGAINST DKP TAKEOVER DESIGNS 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 6 Sep 79 p 6 


(Report by Heinz Vielain: "The Long March of the DKP--Wehner Warns Unions 
To Watch Communists Closely"! 


[Text] "What matters 50 years after the bloody May in 
Berlin and 46 years after the destruction of the trade 
unions in Germany is not to relapse into the doctrinaire 
dialectical posture of alleged Marxism spiced with 
Leninism." (Wehner in the DAG [German Salaried Employees 
Union] organ DER ANGESTELLTE) 


"The criterion of whether trade union members who are also 
members of the so-called Communist Party are observing the 
decisions of the unions is this: One gust watch everyone 
carefully to establish whether this is actually so or 
whether they are trying to use the unions so that they 
may let themselves be enlisted in anti-SPD politics. 

If anyone does so, he will have us to contend with.” 
(Wehner at the national Afa [Committee for Labor Studies |] 
congress in Nuernberg) 


Bonn--SPD politicizs Merbert Wehner has warned trade unionists in the 
Federal Republic of Germany against the danger of a communist -instigated 
split. Im doing so, he recalled the downfall of the unions in 1933 after 
the Communist Party had undermined the unity of the workers movement. 


Wehner published one of his warnings in the journal of the German Salaried 
Employees Union (DAG), which at present, by pointing to communist machina- 
tions, is seeking supporters from among the DGB, particularly from the Trade, 
Banks and Insurance Union (HBV). Because in their opinion this organization 
has already been largely undermined by extreme leftists and communists, six 
of the HBV secretaries recently, in a show of protest, resigned their posts. 
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The persons involved are Thomas Heyll, chief of the Economic Policy Division 
of the HBV Main Executive; Erich Ainoeder, HBV division chief for works 
councilc, personnel advisers and workers’ representatives; federal secretaries 
Wolfgang Fuss and Michel Fromm; HBV executive manager in Wiesbaden Hans 
Guenther Leckler and HBV secretary in Mainz Achim Goergen. In their letters 
of resignation, they said that the reason for their action was that the 
increasing procommunist trend in the HBV had deprived them of any further 
basis for the work they had been engaged in. 


Communists in the Executive 


Some of the secretaries meanwhile have joined the DAG, in whose membership 
organ Wehner, following their lead, has warned against communist undermining 
of the DGE unions. Part of what might have caused the secretaries to make 
the switch probably is, above all, their bitter realization that it is 
hardly possible any longer to ward off communist influence in their previous 
field of activity. 


The secretaries, for instance, tovk exception to the opportunities of all- 
round communist Ingrid Schuster to make her influence felt. A member of the 
DKP Executive, she is also a member of the Main Executive. In addition she 
is participating in several communist cover organizations. She also regularly 
reveals her basic communist attitude as chief editor of TAT, a journal of 

the ancillary DKP organization VVN [Association of Persecutees of the Nazi 
Regime }. 


In deploring communist machina‘ions in their letter of resignation to the 
HBV, the secretaries also remembered thut Stalinists like DKP chief Herbert 
Mies can move freely in the trade union sector. Mies is the most prominent 
DKP member in the HBV organize ion in Duesseldorf. His deputy at the head 
of the DKP, Hermann Gautier, also has his place in the HBV, as has Jupp 
Angenfort, DKP president and secretary of the party executive. 


Among the young crew of the underminers in the HBV, which is considered a 
kind of elite union by the DGB, is Birgit von Randow, a member of the DKP 
Executive and of the SDAJ Socialist German Workers Union Federal Executive. 
She was the top communist candidate in the European election in Hamburg. 

She is a member of the Federal Wage Committee for Insurance in the HSV and 
presides over the DGB District Youth Committee in Hambugyg. 


There are many more examples of communist activity in the HBV. Comrade 
Hilde Dreibrodt, employee of the DKP travel bureau “Hansa-Tourist," presides 
over the HBV Executive Committee for Economic Services in Hamburg. The 
director of this association is DKP member Gerd Caspersen, who is also a 
member of the executive of the HBV local administration in Hamburg. 
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Some communist careers in the HBV sector have also caused great misgivings 

im the security policy area. In Frankfurt, for instance, HBV works committee 
spokesman Wolfgang Jendorf, a DKP member, received a key position in the 
“American Express Military Bank" through his trade union. This bank handles 
almost all internal monetary transactions of U.S. troops stationed in the FRC. 
Jendorf's wife, Likewise a DKP member, is employed by the East-West Bank, 4 
commercial bank run by the Soviets in the FRG. 


Just as in the HBV, communists are also increasingly active in the other 
member unions of the DGB. Of the 814 delegates and guest delegates attending 
the DKP Congress in October last year, 755 were members of DGB unions. Most 
of them operate as members of works councils or union representatives. All 
member of the DKP Presidium and of the Secretariat of the DKP Executive are 
DGB members. Nor is the picture very different in the other leading bodies 
of the communists. The federal list of the DKP for the European election 
comprised 78 names, with 37 of these candidates listed as being DGB 
functionaries--not simply DGB members. Of these, 10 were works council 
members, 7 works council chairmen, 5 union youth representatives and 1 a 
DGB works representative. 


According to DKP data, about 35,000 of its 46,500 members are organized in 
DGB unions. Many of these exercise functions in the trade union or works 
sector. Here are some more examples: 


Hans Georg Adamo, who works with the DKP Executive, is chairman of the DGB 
local group in Langenselbald. Employee Guenthur Arndt, member of the DKP 
District Executive and DKP election candidate in Frankfurt, is chairman of 
the Wood and Plastics Union in the metropolis on the Main. Emil Carlebach, 
a Frankfurt journalist, formerly a KPD and now a DKP official, is a member 
of the DJU [German Journalists Union] Federal Executive in the Printing and 
Paper Union. 


Question to the Government 


The Bremen DKP election candidate Jens Diptmar is chairman of the local youth 
committee of the Metalworkers Union. Im Ulm, Manfred Eser is exercising @ 
similar dual function; he is a member of the DGB district executive and has 
repeatedly been a DKP election candidate. Im Hamburg, the teacher Thomas 
Erdner is a DKP functionary and at the same time secretary sf the GEW 
[Education and Science Trade Union] Land organization. DKP member Udo 
Hergenroeder is working as editor of the GEW's HAMBURGER LEHRERZEITUNG. 


In response to a question submitted by the CDU/CSU in the Bundestag, the 
federal government now will have to make a statement concerning 28 such 
examples. It is supposed to explain wuat is has done for its part to prevent 
an undermining of unions by communists loyal to Moscow. 


Long before Wehner, another leading SPC politician had issued a warning 

against the communists. In 1949 Kurt Schumacher stated: “By virtue of 

their inherent makeup, the communists cannot put up with a crade union move- 
ment neutral in party politics. In an orthodox manner, trey aust follow Lenin's 
imstructions to the letter and try to create political--that is, communist -led-- 
trade unions.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL KEPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


MINISTRY DOCUM: *T ATTACKS GDR RIGHTS RECORD 





Frankfurt/Msi: FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 22 Sep 79 pp 1, 2 


{[Article: "GDR Violates Human Rights, Bonn Says. Relations Between Two 
Germanies Strained" ] 


[Text] Bonn, 21 September. The Federal Government looks upon the realization 
of human rights as one of its prime policy goals, to be attained as part of 
the detente process. The attainment of these rights is meant to benefit 
individuals exclusively. That is why the Federal Government does not consider 
this policy a vehicle for "forcing its own political and social system" 

upon other countries. These were the words used by the Minister for Inner- 
German Relations, Franke, in commenting upon the Federal Government's reply 
to an opposition motion concerning human rights. At the same time, Franke 
warned against “playing domestic politics” with the human rights issue. 

This would negate the desired outcome by “hampering the efforts aimed at 
securing human rights on behalf of individuals.” 


Franke emphatically rejected claims by the opposition that the Federal 
Government is lacking in initiative and that it has yet to work out a human 
rights formula. This criticism is based (he said) on a “conscious or uncon- 
scious misinterpretation" of the aims and methods of the government's detente 
policy. In a first statement on the almost 60-page government repl- 
opposition'’s Germany spokeman, Abelein, called it “a document full 
ambiguities, evasions and irresolution on the Federal Government's pact. 


In an introductory statement of principles which, in Franke's words, represents 
the government's views on human rights without reference to the questions 

raised by the opposition, the point is made “that both the legal system and 

the application of the law in the GDR do not conform to the standards established 
by U.N. human rights covenants." This “places a strain" on the FRG's 

relations with the GDR. Nonetheless, “some progress” has been made. 


The Federal Government underscores the difficulties of such a (human rights) 
policy in the relationship to the GDR. On the one hand "it must make full 
use of legal and political opportunities to improve the human rights climate, 








but must, on the other hand, constantly and carefully assess the effect such 
a ~olicy may have on the living -onditions of the GDR population.” “In view 
of the pecularities of the German situation,” the Federal Government must 

be ready "in each individual case to look ahead to all the conceivable 
consequences of its conduct before deciding to act or to speakout." Specific 
emphasis is laid on the Federal Government's recognition of the GDR's 
independence in internal and external affairs. This, however, does not 
negate the declarations with regard to human rights viclations in the GDR. 


In commenting on the (government) reply, Franke laid particular stress on the 
fact that the two-Germanies policy, promulgated in the Government declaration 
of 23 October 1969. had been designed from the very start above all to promote 
the realization of human rights. This policy (he said) has succeeded in 
substantially easing the living conditions of many Germans. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


WOULD TAKE MORE VIETNAMESE--Bad Harzburg, 21 Sepcember--At the interior 
ministers’ conference held here today, Federal Minister of the Interior 
(Gerhart) Baum (FDP, FRG) came out in favor of letting more refugees from 
Indochina enter the FRG. He called upon the Laender to raise their 
immigration quotas, but not to count children against them, and to pro- 
vide facilities for reuniting families. Baum said he is looking to the 
establishment of a foundation designed to coordinate relief measures more 
effectively. The interior ministers also discussed the question of inte- 
grating foreign workers’ children, who were born and raised in the FRG 
and have received most of their schooling here, into German society. 
[Text] [Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 22 Sep 79 p 1) 
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SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL DISARMAMENT TALKS--A delegation of the Socialist 
International, in which Bundestag Deputy Pawelczyk is participating for 

the SPD, is conducting disarmament talks in Moscow--especially talks on 

the question concerning mutual troop reductions in gurope. Politburo 
member Ponomaryev invited the delegation last year after Brandt had en- 
couraged the Kremlin by the statement that the Vienna troop reduction talk« 
should be “extricated from the inertia of the expert talks and pushed ahead 
on a high political level.” What is objectionable about this trip is the 
fact that party politics is being pursued here between the Socialist Inter- 
national and the CPSU, while bypassing the governments. This may tend to 
undermine the state level which, contrary to the Soviet Union, ought to be 
solely decisive in the western countries. Deputy Pawelczyk has come out 
with doublebottomed statements on questions concerning disarmament several 
times. Schmidt, Genscher and Apel are faced with the question of whether 
there is to be a sort of branch government of the Socialist International 
in the future for the problems of disarmament. [Text] [Bonn DIE WELT in 
German 5 Oct 79 p 6 DW) 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


FRENCH SOCIALIST, COMMUNIST PAPERS ON BREZHNEV BERLIN PROPOSALS 


[Editorial Report LD] Paris L'HUMANITE in French 8 October 1979 carries 
on page 1 a 900-word Jose Fort editorial describing President Brezhnev's 

6 October speech in East Berlin as an “event" which whould “encourage a 
revival of action to promote peace." Fort goes on to strongly criticize 
France's “official silence” on the speech which, according to him, is in 
keeping with recent indications that "Mr Giscard d‘Estaing has tacitly re- 
sumed the path of integration" in NATO. He concludes that “the most urgent 
need is to move beyond bloc politics...and follow an active polity for dis- 
armament and peaceful coexistence." 


Paris LE MATIN 8 October 1979 also devotes its (page 2) 700-word editorial 
to Mr Brezhnev's speech, which it regards as "an effort to charm which can 
only divide Western Europe on the thorny question of its defense and which 
is essentially aimed at the FRG." The editorialist points out that Brezh- 
nev's promise not to use nuclear weapons against nonnuclear countries is 

"a clear warning to the FRG and to ‘hesitant’ countries such as Belgium 

and the Netherlands."" He concludes that “in view of the number of ‘nuclear- 
ized' armies, Brezhnev's statement seems more paradoxical than credible." 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


PCF'S GREMETZ URGES FRENCH CONTACTS WITH PLO, GREATER MIDEAST ROLE 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 3 Oct 79 p 7 LD 
[Unattributed report: "For French Initiatives") 


[Text] "I take this opportunity to press the French Government to finally 
make its deeds match its words," Maxime Gremetz, member of the PCF Polit- 
buro, stated on his return from Beirut. 


During a press conference at Orly airport (see L'HUMANITE for 2 October) 
he referred to policy talks with Lebanese leaders and PLO representatives 
as well as to the French delegation's trip to the south of the country. 


In particular, they visited Sur, "a ghost town emptied of 90 percent of its 
population" as a result of aggression by Israeli fezces and extreme right- 
wing forces. And al-Nabatiyah, where a school ra by Maronite nuns became 
a target for the guns. "A torn country, a population of refugees, a cli- 
mate of insecurity," Maxime Gremetz stressed that “the greatest number of 
refugees can certainly be found in Lebanon, where Palestinians and Lebanese 
fight with courage and tenacity." And that the selective attitude of those 
who carry out unilateral campaigns must be ended, 


Reporting the disappointed remarks of Lebanese people who think that Paris 
has “decided to leave the field clear for the United States," Maxime Gremetz 
stated that the government should make its deeds match its words: "By 
helping to insure that the United Nations provides itself with the means of 
implementing the Security Council resolution relating to the evacuation of 
Lebanese territories occupied by Israel; 


"By taking the initiative at the United Nations to insure the real condi- 
tions for a comprehensive settlement of the Near East conflict on the basis 
of that organization's resolutions; 


"And by renouncing all alinement with the Atlanticist and little-Europe 
strategy led by the United States and the FRG. 


"The French Government could gain credit for contributing to this by offi- 
cially recognizing the PLO and inviting Yasir ‘Arafat to Paris, Will the 
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French Government again be the last to take the realities into account? 
This would do even more to tarnish France's image among peoples in that 
region who, as I was just saying, pin their hopes and expectations on it.” 


Maxime Gremetz also stressed that the PCF delegation's talks with Yasir 
‘Arafat were “friendly and fraternal, marked by strong similarities of 
views." 
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COUNTRY SECTION . FRANCE 


"L'HUMANITE’ PUBLISHES EXTRACTS FROM PCF-ISRAEL CP COMMUNIQUE 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 25 Sep 79 p 9 LD 
[Unattributed report: "In Support of Peace in the Near East") 


[Text] A PCF delegation led by Central Committee member Georges Lazzarino 
visited Israel 12 through 20 September. It had talks with a Communist Party 
of Israel [CPI] delegation led by Politburo member and Central Committee 
Secretary David Khenin. It was received by CPI Secretary General Meir 
Vilner. A joint communique was issued at the end of the talks. Here are 

a few excerpts from it: 


“The CPI representatives explained the party's struggle against Israeli 
occupation and policy of oppression and for a lasting and just global peace 
and discontinuance of Israeli intervention in Lebanon. They also talked 
about the CPI's struggle against attacks by the ‘Likud’ government, repre- 
senting the big bourgeoisie, which interferes with the workers’ living 
standard and democratic freedoms, and against escalation of the policy of 
discrimination and expropriation pursued against the Arab population in 
Israel. 


"They talked about the CPI's efforts in support of a union of all peace- 
loving, democratic and socially progressive forces among the working class 
and Jewish and Arab people's masses in Israel with a view to insur‘og a 
radical change in Israel's official policy for the greatest good of peace, 
democracy, equal rights and defense of the workers’ interests." 


After expressing support for the SALT II agreements and warning against any 
attempts to prevent their ratification, the communique continues: 


"The two delegations condemmed Israeli intervention in Lebanon and expressed 
their feeling of profound shock at the barbarous attacks made by the air 
force, navy and army against Palestinian refugee camps and cities and vil- 
lages in south Lebanon which have caused the death of many civilians. The 
two parties reaffirm their solidarity with the Lebanese people in their 
struggle for a united, independent and democratic Lebanon. 


51 





"The two parties feel sure that a global, just and lasting peace in the 
Near East is possible and vital for the independence, development and secur- 
ity of all peoples in the region, European security and world peace. 


"The Camp David agreement--a separate agreement signed by Israel and Egypt 
under the U.S. aegis--has not established a global, just and lasting peace 
im the region but, on the contrary, has increased the number of obstacles 
on the path leading to it. This has been shown by the escalation of war 

in Lebanon, the intensification of the arms race in the region, the main- 
tenance and development of Israeli settlements in occupied Arab territories, 
the denial of the Palestinian people's right to self-determination and the 
continuation of the Israeli occupation disguised as autcnomy." 


After condemning threats of American military intervention in the region, 
the two parties emphasized that: 


"No global, just and lasting peace can be achieved in the Near East without 
the participation of all the parties involved in the conflict, including 
the PLO--the sole legitimate and internationally recognized representative 
of the Palestinian people." 


The two parties reaffirmed that there can be no just and lasting peace 
without Israeli withdrawal from all territories occupied since 1967, recog- 
nition of the Palestinian people's national rights, including their right 
to establish an independent state, and acknowledgment of the right of all 
states in the Near East, including Israel, to existence and security. 


After expressing their solidarity with the African, Asian and Latin American 
peoples and the Vietnamese people, "The two parties reaffirmed their soli- 
darity with Egyptian democrats and progressive forces and with Iraqi com- 
munists and democrats who are being subjected to bloody repression. 


"They express their support for the West Saharan people and the POLISARIO 
front in their struggle for self-determination and independence." 


After stating their support for an increase in international solidarity 
among communist and worker parties, "The representatives of the PCF and 

the CPI expressed their satisfaction with the development of relations be- 
tween the two parties and their willingness to develop and strengthen them." 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


MARCHAIS CITED ON AFRICA POLICIES, NONALINEMENT, LEFT UNION 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 24 Sep 79 p 3 LD 


[Unattributed report on Europe 1 Press Club 23 September interview with 
PCF Secretary General Georges Marchais: "We Want Open Ideological Debates") 


[Excerpt] After Alain Duhamel had reviewed the major political issues of 
the moment, Gerard Carayrou asked Georges Marchais his opiniop of Bokassa's 
overthrow. 


“One can only welcome the fact that Bokassa, who is responsible for some 
extremely serious crimes, has been removed from power," Georges Marchais 
said. "Under what circumstances? With what prospects? It is not for me 
to say. It is for the people of Central Africa to judge this man for the 
crimes he has committed. If the government installed in Bangui were demo- 
cratic and observed human rights it would demand Bokassa's extradition and 
would try him, 


“Having said that, it is to be hoped that France will stop intervening in 
Africa. The government is becoming increasingly involved in actions con- 
trary to the peoples’ right to self-determination and contrary to France's 
own interests." 


Next, Guy Thomas asked whether the communists were hostile toward all forms 
of outside intervention. 


"One cannot have dual policies and dual principles," Georges Marchais ex- 
plained, “Together with my perty, I support the peoples’ right to self- 
determination and to noninterference. Having said that, every people and 
every state has the right to reach whatever agreements it wants." 


Next, Serge July pointed out that during the past year, with the overthrows 
of Pol Pot, Amin Dada and Bokassa, “some bad habits with respect to human 
rights have been learned." 


Georges Marchais replied: "To a certain extent, yes."' With regard to the 
Kampuchean problem, he continued: "The implementation of a principle 
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sometimes involves complex aspects. We supported the Kampuchean people in 
their struggle for independenc: during the war; we did not suppo:t the 

Khmer Rouge. Then we learned that Pol Pot is a foul tyrant res »onsible for 
millions of deaths and that at the same time he was attacking the Vietnamese 
people. The Vietnamese Government was formed to intervene in Kampuchea's 
internal affairs. To defend itself and also to answer the appeal from 
Kampuchean forces. 


"The Vietnamese Government was right to do so and not to hesitate in taking 
up arms in view of the massacres. Having stated that, we urged the Viet- 
namese Government to create the conditions for Kampuchea to recover its 
independence." 


Kampuchea: This Vcte Is a Blow to the United Nations 


I do not know, Georges Marchais continued, the details of yesterday's UN 

vote to elect a Kampuchean representative. But I do know that some develop- 
ing countries, capitalist countries and socialist countries voted for Pol 
Pot. I believe that they have all debased themselves. My opinion is no sur- 
prise. I have already told them this. 


I have already worked hard to prevent the Havana conference from adopting 
a favorable stance toward that bloodthirsty tyrant. The vote is a blow 
to the United Nations, Those countries are doing no service to the cause 
for which they are struggling. 


Next, Serge July reproached Georges Marchais for not being more harsh on 
Giscard d'Estaing's foreign policy. 


Following my visit to Algeria, the PCF secretary general pointed out, I 
held a press conference, At that time I explained what should be France's 
general policy in that part of the world, in observance of the peoples’ 
rights. I am rigorous with Giscard d'Estaing. I say that his policy is 
colonialist. 


Georges Marchais was asked for details of a future visit to Africa. 


President Neto's death, he said, has meant that I have had to postpone the 
date. But it will be an important visit to several African countries. 


Referring to the recent nonalined conference, P. Sallinger asked whether 
the PCF supported Tito or Castro, mentioning their “bitter struggle...." 


There is no bitter struggle between these men, who are my friends, Georges 
Marchais replied. The draft resolution underwent a certain number of 
changes but there was no bitter struggle, as you suggest. On my return 
from Algeria I was very optimistic on the outcome of that conference. 


But it prompted great anger in the capitalist countries. There was already 
the fact that this conference of 95 states was taking place in Havana, some 
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130-140 km south of the United States. Moreover, it was clear that the 
nonalined movement was nct about to split and that it would confirm its 
profoundly anti-imperialist stance. 


Furthermore, it also adojted a number of positive resolutions, in partic -- 
lar concerning a new world economic order. The debate was heated, but 

how could it have been otherwise? There were 95 states there, some of 
them capitalist and others socialist--a real variety. 


French Government's Colonialist Attitude 


In fact the capitalist countries are disappointec. Hence this furious 
campaign against Fidel Castro and now against Tito, who is being accused 
of capitulation. 


Next Georges Marchais explained the principled attitude which should pre- 
vail among the states. A government must implement principles, but at 
particular moments in time a complex situation could justify giving support 
to forces struggling for their independence, liberation and progress. 


The French Government's attitude was quite different. It was a class- 
oriented attitude, a colonialist attitude. It is enough to see the govern- 
ment's attitude toward countries which have achieved indepeudence. Although 
those countries and those peoples--despite the suffering they have exper- 
ienced--have sought special relations, relations are not on the level they 
should be. In the Versailles tradition, the French bourgeoisie does not 
forgive the Vietnamese or the Algerians. 


Nonalined Movement Must Preserve Independence 


Asked about his personal role in the preparations for the nonalined summit, 
Georges Marchais replied: "I do not want to ascribe to the PCF a role and 
prerogatives that it does not have." The 23rd [PCF] congress “devoted much 
attention to the nonalined countries, their struggle for real economic and 
political independence, so that raw materials are paid for at stable prices 
and so that developing countries can achieve scientific and technological 
progress and enjoy financial aid which is not linked to their abandonment 
of independence." 


Georges Msrchais said that the nonalined countries’ struggles are of pri- 
mary concern to young people because they involve the struggle of billions 
of people against hunger and poverty. "I intend," he added, "to devote 
part of my activity to these problems, to make visits to Africa, Latin 
America and perhaps the United States." 


Before the Havana conference the PCF secretary general met with statesmen 
with whom he "discussed the Kampuchean issue. The nonalined movement must 
preserve its independence. We oppose the blocs policy." 
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In connection with aid to Kampuchea, Georges Marchais pointed out that 
everyone returning from that country “stresses the pressing need for inter- 
national aid. We say to the French Government: France must recognize the 
Kampuchean Government. We no longer have an ambassador in Kampuchea; we 
must go and examine with the Kampuchean people's representatives the con- 
ditions under which we could supply them with aid. Aid must be supplied 

to save that pecole. “ 


Socialist Party Refuses To Condemnm Government's Consensus Policy 


In answer to Claude Estier, who set the resuit of the recent PCF-French 
Socialist Party meeting against what is happening in Italy, Georges Marchais 
said: “One must not trust a newspaper headline as the basis for one's 
assertion that this or that is the PCI's policy." He cited Berlinguer's 
speech at the L'UNITA festival, at which the PCI secretary general said 

that “the essential thing in the Italian situation is to develop the policy 
of grassroots unity. This is precisely our own policy. The PCI's policy-- 
even if it were different from ours--is not a sufficient element to be won 
over [sentence as published]. With regard to the PCI's line, I would point 
out that its line is aimed in the same direction as ours." 


The PCF-PS meeting “did not produce spectacular decisions. It could not 
possibly have done so. The main reason for that situation lies in the major 
differences between us on the government's policy and the way of opposing 
it." We would have misled the French people by doing otherwise. Georges 
Marchais shows that “the PS refusal te reject the government's consensus 
policy” is indicative of the PS' attitude. 


As for the idea of a nonaggression pact, “It is a political maneuver typical 
of Francois Mitterrand. Francois Mitterrand says that all attacks between 
our parties must stop. I have here the resolution which the PS adopted in 
Metz. This resolution says: The PCF must be questioned on the contradiction 
between democratic centralism and self-management. Is that not aggressive? 
It is interference by the PS in the PCF’s party rules. 


“The resolution says: We must examine the inconsistency between so-called 
internationalism--as if we did not stand by the Algerians in their inde- 
pendence struggle when the PS was having them shot--and the PCF's national- 
ist practice.” For instance, the struggle against France's integration in 
the European and Atlantic bloc “is, for the PS, a nationalist attitude." 


We Want a Clear Political Debate 


Georges Marcha‘s also specified: "The Metz congress resolution also called 
on PS member. to question communists on the inconsistency between pluralia 
and the Scviet situation, We advocate pluralism in France and have repeat- 
edly said chat we are not following any model, 


"The Met: congress resolution was a call for aggression rather than a non- 
aggression pact; the PCF must be accused of centralism, nationalism and 
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Soviet collectivism. And the PS made those accusations in the various 
election campaigns. 


"That is why we rejected the cunning political offer of a nonaggression 
pact. 


"We rejected it for three reasons: We want a political debate free fom 
aggression, slander, invective and lies. 


"We want a clear political debate through exchange of ideas, and it is 
vital to clarify the PS' trickery in which it hides rightwing practices 
behind leftwing words. 


"We oppose such a pact because we want to move toward self-managing socia’- 
ism, and that cannot be done without a broad public debate. 


"The time has come to expose once and for all the political maneuvering 
of those who make numerous promises which they never keep. That is true 
of the majority parties--just look at Chirac now criticizing the policy 
he supported and look at Giscard--but it is also true of the PS. 


"We want open politics and a public exchange of ideas. The French people 
are mature and we must tell them the truth." 


Determining Forms of Action With Those Concerned 
Jacques Duquesne of LE POINT: What is your concept of grassroo’.s union? 


Georges Marchais: “We have explained our view clearly. Union it grass- 
roots level consists of undertaking action on all the objectives corres- 
ponding to the workers’ interests, and there are many such objectives.” 


Georges Marchais painted a quick picture of the disastrous consequences 
of the government's policy: 


"The situation is such that it is not only possible but above all necessary 
to engage in struggle--struggle for specific objectives, a struggle with 
keynotes and forms of action determined by the workers’ interests and the 
workers themselves. 


"We do not place any ccenditions on union at grassroots level but want to 
unite all the women andi men in enterprises, villages and cities who want 
to take action against the government's policies. 

“By action we promote awareness of the changes possible in society but 
rebuild union at grassroots level on extremely strong foundations. 


"When the time comes, in circumstances which it is not my place to describe, 
this movement will find political expression. 
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"We have not changed our strategy. Union is still the PCF's policy, left- 
wing union is still the PCF’s policy, it was the PCF which first thought 
of it, the PCF which launched the idea of the joint program which Francois 
Mitterrand adopted in order to satisfy his personal ambitions. 


"We have not changed our policy but we have learned from our recent exper- 


fence. We are trying to find new ways of building a new strong and lasting 
union." 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


BRIEFS 


INQUIRY INTO BOKASSA GIFTS--The publication by LE CANARD ENCHAINE of «a 
photostat of an order placed in 1973 by Bokassa for a 30 carat diamond to 
be given to Mr Valerw Giscard d'Estaing, the minister of economy and finances 
had not prompted *uy denial from the Elysee by late Wednesday morning. 

Since the document appears to be authentic the only possible explanstion 
could be an announcement that this royal gift was returned to the sender. 

Mr Albert de Schonen, French ambassador to Central Africa from 1969 to 1971, 
was able to write in LE MONDE of 21 September, without prompting auy denial, 
that he had seen “officials leaving Bangui with « few gold nuggets and a few 
diamonds given by Bokassa:" Journalists and deputies have already had just 
cause to express surprise at the fact the Bokassa's archives have been re- 
moved by French paratroopers and by foreign intelligence and counterintelli- 
gence service agents and “entrusted” to the French Embassy. Will the French 
Army, which was already not very proud of the political-military interven- 
tion it has been forced to make in Bangui, be any more proud of this polit- 
ico-police operation at the Berengo Palace? Meanwhile two decisions ought 
to be taken. The first would be to quickly trensfer the former emperor's 
archives to a safer place than a French Embassy. The second decision would 
consist of agreeing to the parliamentary commission of inquiry which Mr 
Mitterrand called for on 4 October and which the Socialist Party again de- 
manded this Wednesday. These two decisions are vital in the interests of 
demonstrating the government's truth and honor. [Jacques Fauvet] [Text] 
[Paris LE MONDE in French 11 Oct 79 p 1 LD) 


PCF, PLO OFFICIALS MEET--During the visit to Lebanon by a PCF delegation 
at the Lebanese Communist Party's invitation, a warm and fraternal meeting 
took place 27 September 1979 between PLO Executive Committee Chairman Yasir 
‘Arafat and PCF Politburo member and Central Committee Secretary Maxime 
Gremetz. This meeting took place in the context of the relations of soli- 
darity and friendship between the PCF and PLO and between the French and 
Palestinian peoples. It confirmed the two parties’ common views on the 
Middle East situation. The PCF, for its part, reaffirmed its intention to 
develop a broad movement of solidarity with the Palestinian people and 
their legitimate representative the PLO. A prominent step in that soli- 
darity will be the meeting between Georges Marchais and Yasir ‘Arafat for 
which arrangements were made. [Text] [Paris L'HUMANITE in French 29 Sep 79 
p 7 LD) 
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COUNTRY SECTION ITALY 


OPINIONS ON COUNTRY'S 'UNGOVERN/ABIL’ TY ' 
Rome IL SETTIMANALE in Italian 29 A. 79 pp 8-11 


_Interviews wich Italian government experts Giovanni Mziagodi, 
PLI president; Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, DC, deputy president 

of the Chamber of Deputies; Luciano Pellicani, socialist po- 
litical scholar; Massimo Mazzetti, docent in contemporary his- 
tory at Salerno University; Domenico Settembrini, professor 

of the history of the labor movement at Pisa University; Gianni 
Baget Bozzo, expert in political science; and Alessandro 
Tessari,former PCI member of the Chamber of Deputies, reelected 
on the Radical Party slate, conducted by Pierfrancesco Frere 

and Antonio Tajani, date and place not given) 


_Text | There's a new issue on the agenda these days: 
Is Italy a governable country, or not? fhe cri- 
sis has thus far been approached only cosmeti- 
cally: everybody in the know these days agrees 
that the current ‘solution’ is merely a truce. 
What happens when it fails? Some are already ad- 
vocating a presidential republic as the only pos- 
sible solution. Then, too, there are those who 
believe that the nation is incurably refractory 
to any sort of government. Here are opinions 
from a panel of experts. 


For § months now, Italy has been wallowing in crisis. This 
most prolonged of all the postwar crises was brought on by 
early elections (called for the third time in 7 years) and by 

a debilitating standoff among the parties while their top whee- 
ler-dealers haggled over a "cease-fire" agreement. All they 
were actually after was a truce. 


This means that we have not yet seen the end of the crisis. 

Paradoxically, there are some socialists who have gone so far 
as to argue that the truce cannot be guaranteed by any strong 
government: quite the contrary, they say, a truce government 





must be as "non-partisan" as possible: “non-partisan,” after 
all, is «a euphemism meaning that such a government gust be 
powerless and survive at the pleasure and whim of the political 
parties, particularly those of the PSI. 


So there is indeed good reason to speak of “ungovernability." 
The clumsy enologism helps to explain a factual given: for 3 
years, now (ever since 1976, when the political engineers came 
up with one of their most elegant concepts in the form of the 
"no no-contidence" pledge), Italy has been governed without 

any “real" political majority. The national unity coalition, 
precisely because of its breadth, has turned out to be nothing 
but a screen hiding political infighting even more violent than 
usual. In short, it has not worked. And when Sandro Pertini 
ordered early dissolution of parliament, people wondered whe- 
ther the time had not really come to recognize the demise of 
the “first Republic” as well. Our paper was the first to open 
its columns to debate on this issue (see n°%s 16 and 17): must 
our institutions be updated? Does our institutional system need 
modifications? Almost everybody we asked admitted that Italy 
does indeed need something new. 


The problem has broadened now. Apparently this country of ours 
has become a hard one to govern. The best our politicians can 
do is to postpone the problems until tomorrow, while affixing 
their signatures to non-aggression pacts among themselves. None 
of this settles anything. Is “ungovernability" our dark and 
hidden disease? Has it really become impossible to put toge- 
ther sound and efficient government coalitions? What are the 
roots of this crisis? And what remedies will cure it? We 

asked several experts: Giovanni Malagodi, president of the PSI; 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, DC, vice president of the Chamber; Luciano 
Pellicani, socialist political scholar; Massimo Mazzetti, do- 
cent of contemporary history at Salerno University; Domenico 
Settembrini, professor of the history of the labor movement at 
Pisa University; Gianni Baget Bozzo, political scholar; and 
Alessandro Tessari, former PCI deputy, elected on the Radical 
Party s!ate. 


Malagodi:'...And Now We Are a Little More Reponsible. And yet...' 


What does “governability" mean, exactly? Does it mean what might 
better be called "governableness," meaning the objective ease 

of setting up a goverrmment in the Palazzo which would be demo- 
cratic, as well as sufficiently consistent in its internal re- 
lations and in its dealings with its majority? Or does it mean 
the nation's subjective willingness to allew itself to be go- 
verned, with all the advantages -- as weli as the discipline <- 
that would entail? 


This obverse o. governability in Italy is not very strong. Ever 
since the Rinascimento each of us has followed his own special 
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interests; quarrelsome and at the same time unconcerned; keenly 
aware of our rights, but indifferent to the law. This at 
least is the traditional picture which is, in part, still vaiid, 
even though over the past century and a half that old irrespon- 
sible Italy has made remarkable progress in the direction of 
Civic and political responsibility. And it is equally certain 
that the nation's subjective recalcitrance to governance has its 
impact on its objective equivalent in parliament. And it is 
this latter, with all the problems it involves, which most con- 
cerns public opinion, which tends to give it very low marks for 
all the wrong reasons, whereas the real reasons can be traced 
back to the features typical of the national unwillingness to be 
governed. Nor can I honestly say that there is no truth in all 
this. May I, even so, be permitted, in the light of long ex- 
perience, to make two observations that might shed some light 

on several encouraging factors. I was talking a moment ago of 
the nation's progress, notwithstanding all obstacles, in the 
direction of responsibility, and of the matching progress made 
in parliament. Looked at from this angle, Italy's problems 
emerge as part of a phenomenon fairly widespread in the west, 
and in the rest of the world, too, for that matter (the govern- 
ableness of the totalitarian states is an evasion, not a solu- 
tion), and one closely linked with the new problems of mass de- 
mocracy. What we have here in Italy is a more virulent form of 
a widespread disease, against which biological resistance in va- 
rious torms is cropping up all over. We hope to recover when 
everybody else does. But then there is something that goes 
deeper. Beneath the skin of lowered governability and govern- 
ableness, this disease in Italy is heating up a fundamental 
conflict between the two basic present-day modes of looking at 
human lite and society in our time: the liberal-democratic 
mode, and the bureaucratic-collectivist mode. These are alter- 
native modes which run through and reflect the democratic par- 
ties in Italy (with the exception of the Liberal Party, which 

is solidly liberal and democratic). But the DC and the PSI, the 
PSDI and PRI and PR are divided, at war with themselves, uncer- 
tain as to which way to turn. On the whole, the liberal-demo- 
cratic mode has prevailed thus far. But the margin by which it 
has prevailed is a narrow one, perhaps narrower psychologically 
than it is in numbers. If we bear this in mind as we think 

back to the decline of 1973-1976, and to the cliff-hanger efforts 
to forr a government and to govern between 1976 and 1975; and 
then to the long, weary crisis that has lasted since the begin- 
ning of 1979 and which is in fact anything but over, many things 
come clear which cannot be explained solely on the basis of by- 
zantine and patronage inclinations. Nor is this divisive line 
peculiar to Italy. Here, though, as I have already said, the 
schism is deeper, the struggle more bitter, and conciliation in 
proper dialectic between the majority and the opposition less 
thoroughly understood and accepted. It is better, though -- 
when one thinks of our history -- to be engaged in a great 





conflict than to bog down into squabbles involving only indivi- 
dual anterests or merely those of special interest groups. No 
question about it: this means taking great risks. It is our 
duty to face up to them. 


Scalfaro: 'Ift Somebody Just Had a Feel for the State...' 


Question: Mr President, just what is this “governability" 
crisis? 


Scalfaro: If you look closely at this debate, it is somewhat 
paradoxical. Theoretically, "governability" has to do with the 
relation between government and the governed, so that there may 
be a government thet governs and a people that allows itself to 
be governed. In practice, however, what we are talking about 
is the ability to form a government and the capacity to govern 
successfully, meaning under the basic minimum conditions, in a 
normal country. 


Question: How did we manage to get into this fix? 


Scaifaro: That's the best part of it. The election returns 
clearly turned down the notion of any historic compromise, and 
returned a specific mandate in favor of a broad majority run- 
ning from the DC to the PSI and the lay parties. All we had to 
do was to read the returns. Otherwise, why did we hold the 
elections? 


Question: But instead? 


Scalfaro: Instead, the parties began taking weird positions. 
The socialists started calling for taking turns: I should have 
understood and gone along with such an idea from Craxi before 
parliament was dissolved. But once the elections had been held, 
how do you justify simply ignoring the mandate? The issues over 
which the PRI and PLI got embroiled were more nonsense: did 
anybody really believe that a liberal prime minister by himself 
could skew the government's entire political line? 


Question: There are those who call for institutional reforms... 


Scalfaro: In my view there is practically no point in casting 
around for new legislative fixes for the governability problem: 
there is no law that can create and instil a feeling for the 
state. And here the problem is precisely this: everybody is 
concentrating on his own problems and overlooking those of the 
collectivity. And then it seems to me that there is another 
aspect: political leaders and cabinet ministers must be able 
to shoulder their own responsibilities; but if every minister, 
before he takes any step at all, must get the consent of all the 
parties, perhaps even that of the opposition, then we should be 
better off to stop talking about governability altogether. 
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Pellicani: ‘We Need a Presidential Republic' 
Question: Why is Italy an ungovernable ration? 


Pellicani: The governability crisis has already become a fact 
of life throughout all of western political culture. We, though, 
constitute a pathological case. In short, the comatose state of 
the system is farther advanced here than elsewhere. Two funda~ 
mental requirements have been Lacking. 


Question: What are they? 


Pellicani: The absence of an administration capable of provid- 
ing the essential services. And then the peculiar physiognomy 
of the Italian political system. Let me make this clear: f 
mean the presence of the PCI. Ours is a political system with- 
out alternatives, because we have a strong communist party. It 
is the only alternative to the system. Leon Blum once said: 
"The socialists cannot win without the communists; but they 
cannot govern with the communists." That is a perfect snapshot 
of the Italian situation. 


Question: What about the centrist hypothesis? 


Pellicani: Not even that one is possible: the support the cen- 
ter used to enjoy has been eroded. As of now, there is no 
chance either for a center government or for the leftist alter- 
native: practically speaking, we are out of ammunition. We 

are maing do with cease-fires: that's one way to ward off total 
catastrophe. 


Question: Just who is to blame for this state of perennial in- 
stability? 


Pellicani: Just about everybody. The parties in the Liberal- 
socialist quadrant have always squabbled among themselves. The 
DC has behaved irresponsibly, concerned mainly with hanging onto 
the pursestrings and with flirting with everybody in sight, even 
the communists. They are all to blame. 


Question: What about the PCI? 


Pellicani: It's grinding its own axe: it's pushing ahead with 
its plan to conquer this nation democratically. 


Question: Are there any solutions to get us out of this blind 
alley? 


Pellicani: There is constitutional reform, tor one. When a 
machine stops running right you either repair it or get a new 
one. The real problem right now is to get a stable executive. 
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One idea would be reform in the direction of a presidential 
system. That way, the president would be cut loose from par- 
liament. Of course, any such scenario would run into opposi- 
tion from the DC and from the PCI. But there are so many ways 
to get around the obstacle: even by means of a referendum. We 
must be quick, though: once these months of truce are over, we 
shall be even worse off than we are now. 


Settembrini: ‘When the PSI Represents the Left...' 


Let's restrict our inquiry to the Liberal democratic systems. 
Within that area, governability becomes problematic when one 
or more parties whose ultimate aims, albeit in opposite direc- 
tions, transcend the system, they take on weight at the polls 
which can treeze the mechanism that lets those parties take 
turns at governing which, divergent though they may be as to 
means, are whole-heartedly in agreement as to the need to pre- 
serve, strengthen, and improve the existing political order 
and the economic and social foundations upon which it rests. 
In these circumstances, so long as the situation remains un- 
changed, the parties loyal to the system will not only be pre- 
vented from taking turns at the nation's helm, but will also 
find themselves in serious difficulties even in collaborating 
among themselves to form a stable government. Cast among them 
will be the ineluctable apple of discord which consists of the 
problem of what attitude to take toward the anti-system party 
or parties. Whether to bar them altogether and a priori from 
the management of the nation's affairs, or whether to look 
about for some constitutional way to make allowances for their 
support among the voters in the formation of the majority short 
of admitting them to it, which is the first step toward their 
subseguent entry into the government. 


The reason for the contlict lies in the fact that strict ex- 
clusion, theoretically the only way to safeguard the future of 
democracy, in addition to being hard to to, will, as the area 
occupied by the majority of parties loyai to the system shrinks, 
have a very ditferent impact -- actually the opposite impact -- 
on their own respective clout. 


In other words, what happens then, as in Italy, is that by 
keeping the MSI and the PCI out of the game, the weight of the 
left in the governing majority is practically the reverse of 
what it is among the electorate, while the DC which as a party 
controls only 35 percent of the vote -- far less than the left 
-- acquires a strength in government equivalent for all practi- 
cal purposes to what it would have if it commanded an absolute 
majority. Hence the bitter struggle we have witnessed during 
this latest crisis, which it would certainly be a mistake to 
consider settled once and for all, between the DC and the PSI 
for the post of prime minister. The DC claims it in the name 
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of its overwhelming win over the PSI, anc the socialists claim 
it on the basis of their representing the whole of the left. 
Ungovernability is thus destined to endure. Until when? Well, 
until such time as the PSI is qualified to speak, with real 
backing from the electorate, for all of the left, and hence to 
ask the nation, rather than the Christian Democrats, for the 
prime minister's post. 


For this to happen, though, it will take either a precipitous 
drop in voter backing for the PCI, or a dramatic split in that 
party. Either event will depend largely on the PSI, provided 
only that the socialists can manage to prove that even with the 
limited forces they command they are still quite capable of 
heading a coalition government no less concerned with freedom 
than a DC government, yet more businesslike and action-oriented 
than the all-DC Andreotti cabinet, which the PCI has supported 
for 3 years with its vote on the floor. 


Mazzetti: ‘There Is Only One Guilty Party: Party Rule 


Question: Professor, what are the sources of Italy's ungovern- 
ability? 


Mazzetti: The fragmentation of the political parties, first of 
all. We have an electoral system which, albeit it is deemed 
one of the most democratic in the world, in actual practice 
makes it impossible to establish a stable majority. In all the 
other Western European countries there are corrective systems 
which make it possible to form more or less homogeneous blocs 
capable of governing. It is not only the electoral system, how- 
ever, that encourages fragmentation. The party system based on 
factional rule also contributes to ungovernability. We all saw 
this in action while Craxi was trying to form a cabinet. 


Question: So the main responsibility lies with the parties, 
then? 


Mazzetti: Of course. And with all of them. Let's get this 
straight: the kind of elec*oral system we have to live with 
was never handed down to us from heaven. The parties created 
it. And of course there are also historical reasons. 


Question: Such as? 


Mazzetti: Every nation on the continent of Europe, beginning 
with the French Revolution, has suffered a string of major 
traumas which have given rise to a situation of all but perpe- 
tual conflict. And here in Italy the situation is simply more 
accentuated. 
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Question: There are those who suggest that a presidential sys- 
tem would be best to solve the problena... 


Mazzetti: Those who advocate a French-style solution are not 
mindful of the fact that the De Gaulle operation got home safely 
because his people had successfully created a homogeneous poli- 
tical force. In short: France was in a state where it was pos- 
Sible to move from the Fourth Republic into the present system 
because it had undergone a profound crisis and an equaliy pro- 
found transformation. Here in Italy, right now, we have the 
Crisis. But the ability to transform that crisis into some- 
thing salutary is simply non-existent. The presidential scena- 
rio simply will not play. The political forces for an operation 
of that kind are just not there. 


Question: Does that mean that we are doomed to stay locked into 
this stalemate situation? 


Mazzetti: Of course, we shall go on hanging on. I repeat: the 
nation is weary and sore, but I see neither the parties nor the 
individuals who could cure it. 


Baget Bozzo: ‘' The Snarl Is the PCI, and the PSI Must Comb 
It Out’. 


Question: Is there a governability problem in Italy? 


Baget Bozzo: There surely is. Three years without a "real" po- 
litical majority. And the situation has deteriorated since 
Moro's death. 


Question: Whatever do you mean? 


Baget Bozzo: The real snarl in our political situation is the 
issue of relations with the PCI. Moro understood that. By 
pulling away from the communists this DC (which is a party that 
can govern only if it does not command an absolute majority) 

has offered us no alternative strategy. And the socialists, 
with their Proudhomme-style polemics, have only made things 
worse. The problem here is not how to create a leftist majority, 
but to provide the nation with some leadership. At least for 
the time being. 


Question: In what sense? 


Baget Bozzo: This sense: the left must work out a system of 
alternation in government. Careful, though: this can be no- 
thing but a goal, because right now the leftist alternative is 
nothing more than pure theory. The practical conditions do not 
exist. And the task of providing the conditions is one that is 
primarily up to the PSI... 
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Question: How? 


Baget Bozzo: With a political plan that will encourage internal 
growth within the PCI and smoothe relations between the two par- 
ties. Meanwhile, the only chance lies in trying to exert some 
intluence on DC programs through a united leftist front. And 
that is the notion which I see a lot of socialists contemplating. 


Question: Fine. But what will become of the opposition? 


Baget bozzo: What has become of it over the past 3 years? 

The situation is still the same. Furthermore, ever since 1968 
we have had different majorities in parliament from those we 
have had politically. That was the year the communists began 
snuggling up to the DC. 


Question: Some suggest that what we need is a presidential re- 
public... 


Baget Bozzo: fhat looks to be utopian pipedreams, from where 

I sit. Ours is not a problem of laws: it is a political prob- 
lem. Besides, we do not have a strong monarchical tradition, 
which France and Germany do have. 


Tessari: '‘'‘Ungovernability? That's Not the Problem.' 


When most political observers talk about the results of the 3 
June elections they talk about the technical ungovernability of 
the nation due to the lack of numbers and formulas tor forming 
a government. Those on the right say that this proves the need 
for changes in the constitution, giving bonuses to the majority 
at the polls, and the rest of it. On the left they argue that 
the numerical inadequacy behind leftist tormulas and center- 
right coalitions,the impossibility of suggesting (but where, 

I ask you, is it written?) a center-left coalition would merely 
be grist for the mills of national unity or historic compromise 
governments. And yet what we have now is a government which 
could technically be termed a center-right, center-ieft, center, 
or even (why not, when the majorities may just as well be con- 
cealed as open?) national unity government. This is, after all, 
what the Cossiga government is, de facto. The Republicans are 
staying out because the Liberals are in, and yet there are the 
socialist technocrats with a grip on more than half the economic 
program in a government that was none of Craxi's getting. The 
communists are tormally outside the government, but they have 
"responsibly" demonstrated, via the decree-law business, that 
they are ready to mask their over-heavy representation in parlia- 
ment in order to avoid giving the government too much flak, 
thereby putting a truly infelicitous reading on their old slo- 
gan: "PCI, the party of struggle and of government." I do not 
believe there is any such thing as technical ungovernability, 
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any more than there is such a thing as governability just be- 
cause the numbers are there. The nation will continue to be 
ungovernable unless the class struggle is deceitfully switched 
onto the sidetrack of terrorism and of government prosecutions 
as a way around facing the need for restructuring industry with- 
out slipping into welfarism; if unemployment is approached in 
terms of the submerged economy, and of galloping "GEP" | Industrial 
Participation and Management Company |-ism; if p:otection of the 
purchasing power of pensions and wages is approached via aboli- 
tion ot the escalator clause instead of through tax reform; and 
if the energy problem is approached via the nuclearization of 
Italy instead of choosing a different model for our economic 
development. 


ols2 
CSO: 
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COUNTRY SECTION ITALY 


EX-REVOLUTIONARY ON PCI INVOLVEMENT IN TERRORISM 
Rome IL SETTIMANALE in Italian 29 Aug 79 pp 36-40 


[Interview with Alberto Sartori by Amedeo Lanucara: “The 
Matrices of Terrorism". 


_ Text | "They know a lot of things down at the Botteghe 
Oscure." Alberto Sartori, guerrilla fighter, 
communist spokesman and one of Secchia's men 
until he was kicked out in 1964, holds that 
the PCI, now that it has found itself a 
firm foothold in the inner circle of power, 
knows about the secret maneuvers that are 
generally referred to as "tension strategy." 


The matter was never gone into very thoroughly, either by the 
courts or by the media, almost as if they were afraid of pro- 
faning a temple. And yet a careful analysis of the subversive 
movement and of its extraordinary cast of characters, particu- 
larly in the Veneto and in Padua, would seem to call for a full- 
scale inquiry. There has yet been no scrutiny of the relations 
(of association or of conflict, according to circumstances) be- 
tween the PCI, the non-parliamentary splinter parties, and ter- 
rorism, in two different contexts: either with the single 
Marxist-Leninist matrix, or with the insertion of another matrix, 
this one of right-wing devising, and vacillating between Sorel's 
brand of anarcho-syndicalism and the heriditary aristocracy of 
Evola and Codreanu. Then again, to examine the role of the PCI, 
edging steadily closer to the halls of government and at last 
into those same corridors, means analyzing the influence of 
government on that incandescent magma, apparently a cauldron of 
disorganization, that goes by the name of the Italian Revolu- 
tionary Movement. It is a movement which is sometimes ingenuous, 
often savage, but somehow or other "steered" -- nobody seems to 
be quite sure how or by whom. 





Lower Middle Class Type 


Alberto Sartori (sce Biography following) is certainly one of the 
people who know something, probably a lot more than he is willing 
to admit. Looking at him today, you see a men of 02, tall and 
slim, a good conversationalist, sporting a mustache as white as 
his hair: in short, a lower middle class type wearing a coat 

and tie in spite of the dog-day heat, who drives a modest and 
well-maintained FIAT, Lives in a rented house on the outskirts 

of Piovene Rocchetta near Vicenza -- two rooms and kitchen and 
bath on the first floor, surrounded with countless flowers, some 
of them exotic blooms. 


Newspaper stories talk about him as a veteran revolutionary who 
has seen combat on three continents, an active Communist for a 
quarter of a century: in the books of the PCI, which expelled 
him in 1946 (for Maoist deviationism), though, he is simply a CIA 
agent. Who he is, and what he may have become, we don't know. 
The partisans, in any case, will swear to his revolutionary past 
and to his enormous experience in guerrilla warfare; and they 
recite with malicious delight Marco Pannella's recent battle 
against the wholly unjustified defamatory anathemas hurled from 
the Via delle Botteghe Oscure where, even in the past, it has 
been standard procedure to play politics this way. 


Sartori seems to want to get off that subject, because it brings up 
the Marxist-Leninist white paper on “The Reasons Behind the Go- 
vernment Massacres"; and he dwelis on still another tract, an- 
nounced but never actually published, titled "From the Betrayal 
of the Resistance to the Government Massacres." He is not really 
changing the subject; though: not at all. 


"If you really want to understand anything," he begins, “you must 
wo back to May 1945, when the National Liberation Committee of 
Upper Italy entrusted me with a delicate mission: to get hold 
of the secret files of the fascist Interior Ministry, which were 
stashed in 36 trucks parked at Valgagno. I got my instructions 
from Amilio Sereni (PCI) and Count Annoni (DC) in Milan: I was 
to work on Guido Leto, head of Ovra (the fascist secret police) 
and bring him around to collaborating; at the time he was a pri- 
soner of my partisan outfits; at all costs I was to avoid any 
exchange of fire with the Allies, which might set off a Greek~- 
style civil war. When I found Leto, I persuaded him to collabo- 
rate. The next day Annoni came to our HQ, asking to speak with 
the prisoner alone for a tew minutes. He did so, and then en- 
joined me to wait tor further orders. Those orders never came. 
What did happen was that the Military Police arrested me, never 
mind about charges or a trial, and carted me off to Allied Mili- 
tary Government HQ In Vicenza, where I saw Leto going into the 
office of the CO, U.S. Colonel Lollar. With him was an indivi- 
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vidual who stayed outside the office. I usted him who he was, 
and he identitied himselit as Mr La Greca, secretary to "His Ex- 
cellency Guido Buftarini Guidi," interior minister of the Salo 
Republic, who had aiready been executed by firing-squad at Dongo. 
I realized then that my mission was doomec. The Allies had got 
their hands on those priceless documents and grabbed them away 
from the partisans. That was the first step toward hunting down 
the “Vento del Nord.” I, as a partisan commander, stayed in 

jail a couple of months, along with what remained of the shift- 
less Carita fascist gang. Sereni came in disguise to pay me a 
visit. But the PCI did nothing about getting those Ovra documents 
back. Why? Was there something in them, maybe, that they would 
just as soon have kept quiet? 


Infiltration Plan 


Among all those "lost" documents, there is one Sartori considers 
particularly important. Dated 21 March 1945, it was allegedly 
drafted (if it was indeed authentic) by Buffarini Guidi's "secret 
affairs" department, and signed by Mussol.ni himself. Reportedly 
it wound up in the government archives in Washington, in files 
numbered 059754 to 059767. 


"In the text," says Sartori, “there is mention of a plan by the 
dying fascist party to infiltrate the left-wing parties (includ- 
ing the PCI), the Catholic groups, and the various levels of the 
national government, starting in and fanning out from Padua and 
the three Venice regions. The idea was to lie low for a while 
and then make a comeback. There is something fishy here, we 
Marxist-Leninists keep saying, although nobody will listen, for 
the past 10 years at least: why else should every subversive 
plot or provocation from the right lead straight back to Padua 
and the Veneto?" 


Question: Mr Sartori, let's get back to the present day. You 

are a unique combination of revolutionary past, guerrilla acti- 
vities in Italy and abroad, long active service in the PCI followed 
by excommunication, and participation in extra-parliamentary 
movements. In short, you are in an ideal position to know what 

is going on. And people have a right to know at least some of 

the truth. What was the role of the PCI (and of the government, 

in which it was solidly ensconced) in the revolutionary history 

of Italy over the past decade? 


Sartori: You overestimate my knowledge. Everything I know, in 
any case, has been assiduously taken down by the courts, and is 
now lying in some dusty archives. Your question, though, touches 
on a very interesting point, which has not yet been looked into. 
I can tell you about three episodes, not generally known, in 
which I had a major personal role. Three episodes which paint 





4 worrisome picture in the light of your questions. I do not, 
however, want to put my opinion on them first, because the facts 
speak for themselves. 


Question: Let's start, then, with the first episode. 


Sartori: That February in 1968, I got a phone call late in the 
afternoon from Padua from a trusted comrade in the Marxist-Lenin- 
ist Party. We had to meet on a matter both grave and urgent. I 
suggested meeting at the Vicenza East highway rest stop, in my 
car, very early in the morning. An extraparliamentary group in 
Veneto proposed handing over to us some very hot material. (Ed.: 
Sartori refused to reveal the nature of the material; I therefore 
assumed it was explosives.) The conditions they put on the de- 
livery ot the material were that it take place that very night, 
and in my presence. This, I thought to myself, is a trap to catch 
me and the Party, both. I advised him to turn down the offer. 
This, I said is an SID (Defense Intelligence Service! provocation, 
which would certainly not upset the PCI, because we are getting 
close to the legislative elections. 


What happened after that proved I was right. 
Question: You are alluding, I believe, to the second episode. 


Sartori: Precisely. On 30 April 1965, in the midst of the elec- 
tion campaign, Army Col Corrado Marconcini (who used to be a par- 
tisan commander and PCI standard-bearer in the Padua area) sent 
me a letter inviting me to "a meeting at the house of the High 
Admiral,” in Vengazzu del Montello, near Treviso. I refused, 

and asked for more information. A few days later, Count Piero 
Loredan showed up in my office in Vicenza. "Your ideas," he 
said, “have long stood for an amalgam of what a great many par- 
tisan commanders could quickly rally around." And he repeated 
the invitation from Col Marconcini: the "High Admiral's house" 
belonged to him. I smelled a rat, and so I set down some prior 
conditions: a list of the names of all partisans attending; 

the presence of even one person whose name was not on that List 
would be a signal for me to leave the meet:\ng. Despite h’s assu- 
rances, I never received any such list, ard so I did not attend any 
meeting. 


Question: Did you have occasion to see Loredan again? 


Sartori: Precisely a year later, at the time of the socialist 
split that put the PCI into the picture again, on 29 April 1969 
in Naples, where I was on party business. Accompanied by a young 
fellow who said his name was "Alberti," he offered me a good job 
in a company called Litopress, which was managed by this same 
"Alberti" whose real name (I found out much later) is Giovanni 
Ventura, of “Black Plot" fame. 
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This same man, without a word, drew out of his briefcase ten or 

so “secret lists oi the utmost importance to the revolution." 

They had to do with matters which in those days were “top secret": 
the organization of all extraparliamentary leftist movements in 
Italy, Europe, and the United States; important people in the 
Soviet Union who had contacts with the West, with East Cerlin, 

and with Bucharest; activities of the Beidelberg financial-poli- 
tical group; CIA financing for various “leftist” publications; 
names of Jewish leaders of European extraparliamentary movements... 
Despite their urging, I did not photocopy those lists. (But I 
knew them when I saw them again, when Judge Stitz tracked them to 
a safe-deposit box in Montebelluna which had been rented by Ven- 
tura.) Then came a remarkable coincidence: 4 days earlier, on 
25 April, the bombs went off at the Milan Fair; and on 27 April, 
but datelined at least 10 days earlier, LO SPECCHIO had published 
a “report on the revolutionary commandos" with a byline for "Adri- 
ano Corso,” a penname for Guido Giannettini, an SID agent. The 
report mentioned my party, with my name over it in boldface. I 
had to unmask this provocation, which played right into the hands 
of the government and the PCI, pointing the finger at the latest 
neo-tascist vomiting. 


Question: What was your move? 


Sartori: It was the end of August 1970, at the Loredan villa. 

I managed to get in, and took (Ed.: more precisely, "stole") a 
tile of manuscript «cocuments showing that Loredan was an agent 
for Ordine Nuovo who had infiltrated the partisan ranks. I 
showed copies to Marconcini, to put him on his guard, ani pledged 
him t9 secrecy. But some time afterwards the colonel let slip, 
before PCI leaders, the remark: “The fascists are in our midat 
and I can prove it}." I was forced to hand over the photocopies 
and to reveal the identity of the person who had given them to 
him. 


Question: Was the PCI properly grateful? 


Sartori: The /revisionist/ leaders (EBd.: meaning the PCI) quite 
inexplicably, instead of revealing the provocation, were despi- 
cable enough to praise Loredan, and to enable him to make a clean 
getaway to Argentina. UNITA's 23 April 1971 issue went so far as 
to call him aman “romantically linked to the days of the Resis- 
tance, who was trying somehow to bring the old partisans together 
again so as to ward off the possible threat of coups d'etat.:" 
and it went on to Libel me with its usual shameful lies. And 

yet the communists had (and still have) in hand documentated proof 
that could not be gainsaid. Why do they defend the fascists? 
Because they provide political cover for their own provocations? 
Merely out of long-standing hatred of me? Besides being a lousy 
way tor human beings t» behave, it seems unbelievable on the 
political level. 





Question: So now what? 


Sartori: I don't know. I leave it to you to draw whatever con- 
clusions you can from it. After that the PCI made use of a re- 
ported by the name of Piero Sanavio to mount a slanderous cam- 
paign against me in IL MONDO, and thereby to throw the Milan 
police off the track. He stirred up a dust cloud that would énd 
investigations of the massacres for years, make possible the 
inconclusive outcome of the Catanzaro trial, end end in the con- 
venient expatriation of Freda and Ventura. Even though this was 
an ofticial government expatriation order, all indications are 
that the CCI was informed all along, both through the long-stand- 
ing covers and through its say at the Palazzo. 


Question: And that brings us to the third episode: your involve- 
ment of the Botteghe Oscure. 


Sartori: On 20 October 1970 attorney Vittorio Ambrosini, a right- 
winger who was seeking ties to the left, committed “suicide” at 
the Gemelli Polyclinic in Rome. A few months earlier, on 15 
January, he had met with his friend Achille Stuani, one of the 
founding fathers, along with Gramsci and Togliatti, of the PCI 
back in 1921, and a PCI deputy for Bergamo after the Liberation. 
He delivered an explosive file of 200 documents (to be opened only 
at his death) along with three letters which were properly addressed 
to the recipients (Interior Minister Franco Restivo, MSI deputy 
Giulio Caradonna, known as Tato, and to the national PC) direc- 
torate). In 1971 the Hon Mr Stuani, fearing that he was about 

to die, delivered the file to communist newswoman Paola Guidi 

of Milan, who worked for VIE NUOVE, *he PCI weekly edited by 
Davide Lajolo, who at the time was a member of the Central Com- 
mittee. Ms Guidi tried to deliver the file to Lajolo himself, 

but he turned it down after seeing what was in it. After 45 

hours had gone by Judge Sinagra, a police officer, and attorney 
Marcello Gentili, of Milan, knocked at Stuani's door. They took 
statements from his for 6 hours, and had brought a warrant to 
seize the originals from Ms Guidi. The Hon Mr Stuani, once he 

had collected his wits, never again got access to copies of the 
file. Not from Ms Guidi, not from Gentili, not from Sins “a, nor 
yet from the other members of the magistracy, through who. hands 
it had passed -- shall we say -- without leaving an trace what- 
ever. 


Question: Where is that file now? 


Sartori: Quite literally vanished into thin air. And with the 
complicity of the PCI, which knew about it back in 1970, but 

chose to keep silent. Why? What was <- and still is <- being 
hidden behind that silence? Is there perhaps some trace that would 
tie it into the Party's subsequent rapprochement with the govern- 
ment? Maybe there are some unsavory contacts among the PCI, the 
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government, and the right-wing terrorists? Are there some tacts 
that might shed some light on present-day terrorism, too, and on 
the infiltration practices that help to channel it toward chosen 
targets? We asked these questions and displayed the documentary 
evidence in our possession at a press conference on 5 March 1974 
at the Palazzo di Giustizia in Milan. We are still waiting for 
answers. 


Closing Remarks 


Sartori is convinced that without an adequate reply to these is- 
sues, any discussion of present-day armed terrorism is in danger 
of deep distortion. An old revolutionary who has seen so much in 
his time (and this is really the thing he is talking about) can 
only offer some expert opinions on the basis of facts everybody 
knows. It can be said, for example, that the Armed Proletarian 
Nuclei (NAP), born in prison among common criminals, have pro- 
bably been infiitrated by up to 30 percent of their membership. 
It is not hard to imagine how easy it is ror the government to 
recruit a pri-oner for espionage purposes in exchange for his 
freedom -- dangerous though it may be -- and for money for his 
family. That would explain why the NAPs were so quickly rounded 
up, once the government (including the PCI) really wanted to. 


Again on the level of technical expertise, it was clearly just 

as easy to intiltrate Autonomia Operaia, a movement without any 
visible chain of command, where anybody could come and go with- 
out even bothering to shut the door. thus rendering wholly inope- 
rative what professionals like Sartori call “revolutionary vigi- 
lance against provocation." 


When it comes to the Red Brigades, though, whose hallmark was a 
secret and highly selective chain of command, the operative ex- 
pression is impermeability to infiltration. Since the easy cap- 
ture of poor little Brother Mitra, helped on by a leadership 
stiii green on the job and inexperienced, there have been no 
more major tfoulups. This situation may well change within the 
next few months, should there be a greater need to beef up the 
cadres in the wake of the latest arrests. In that case, open 
and all-out recruiting would make the infiltrators' task easier, 
and by the same token would heighten the government's capacity 
for repression. And then, the armed party's days would be num- 
bered, if the internal polemics as displayed in the Fiorucci- 
Ferranda document published in LOTTA CONTINUA should grow still 
more bitter. It would be even worse were it to be proved that 
the liorucci-Faranda pair had truly been turned in by their own 
comrades. 


Such technical data, though (and Sartori's own career proves this) 
are running into an insurmountable barrier in the political cli- 
mate. In an earlier report (SETTIMANALE n° 15-16) we showed that 
in 1972, although the technical potential was there, the NPAs 
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were not broken up, thanks to opposition from the PCI, which was 
uneasy about the possibility of a subsequent takeover by anti- 
communist management of the entire operation. The talk sdout 
repression, though, was resumed very seriously a couple of years 
later by Gen Alberto Dalla Chiesa who, mindful of earlier deiecats, 
pushed Friar Mitra, a Communist, in among the provocateurs as a 
man who could assure the Botteghe Oscure of a hand in the poli- 
tical management of the whole business. 


This leads us to a logical corollary in connection with the va- 
rious probes currently under -vay in Padua, Rome, and elsewhere: 
over and above technical assessments of infiltration, those in- 
vestigations will stop, or continue, or be sidetracked according 
to the political picture and to the interests of whatever groups 
may be occupying the Palazzo, including the PCI. And this is pre- 
cisely why we must throw bright light on the three episodes we 
have just discussed -- particularly on the last of them: "the 
people have a right to know the truth about the Ambrosini files 
even if it annoys the PCI and other big guns in the Palazzo. 
Otherwise we sgakk never know the truth about the tragedies of 
recent months. All that is happening is somehow connected with 
everything else." 


As we were taking leave of one another, Alberto Sartori, who on 

3 June cast his vote and urged others to cast theirs for the New 
United Lett, had a message for young people who think they can 
make a revolution by packing a P38. "In 40 years of revolution- 
ary activity," he said, "I have learned that the revolution is 
too serious a thing, that it demands long hours, dedication, un- 
noticed work among the masses, and small (or large) sacrifices 
every single day. No matter what, there is nothing romantic 
about it, nor is there any room for deeds of derring-do that make 
a tine splash and then are gone forever." 


What he did not say (although perhaps he was thinking it) is that 
the mechanics of making a revolutionary choice smells of blood 
and betrayal every step of the way. Witness the latest exploits 
of the Brigate Rosse. 


A Revolutionary for Communism 


Alberto Sartori's is an adventure story of life as a revolution- 
ary for communism. In 1935, when he was just over 20, he had 
already surfaced in Paris as secretary of the Italian People's 
Union for the Eastern Sector, in close contact with Amendola, 
Nenni, and Di Vittorio. In 1939, he volunteered to serve in the 
French army against the Germans. In 1940, after Paris fell, he 
fought as a guerrilla in Tunisia along with the pro-Gaullist Arabs 
in the communist group headed by Velio Spano and Maurizio Valenzi, 
right up to the surrender of Messe. 
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At this point, his guerrilla activities first crossed paths with 
the intelligence services. fhe more prestigious members of the 
Tunisian group were to get back clandestinely into Italy, and 

to put the Pa ty back together again. "In Algiers, though," Sar- 
tori recalls, “a French CP deputy ordered me to aiert Spano at 
once: the Intelligence Service (there is proof of this) made 

a practice of turning over Communists sent into occupied terri- 
tory by the Allies to the Gestapo, perhaps with an eye to the 
Cold War to come. The operation was called off. Even so, we 

had to send one token comrade on ahead just the same. Spano 
asked me if I telt like taking the risk: mine was a relatively 
new tace, perhaps one the Allies still had no record of. I said 
I would chance it, and was assigned the code name of "Mission 
Costa." Unfortunately, Spano's hopes proved ill-founded. On 

2i August 1°43, after being parachuted by the British into a 
place and in a way vastly different from what had been agreed 
upon, I was immediately captured by Badoglio's men, tortured, and 
held in the New Prison in Turin. Turned over to the Germans in 
the attermath ot > September, I escaped on 21 May just on the eve 
ot my execution by tiring-squad. I joined the first of Schio's 
partisan groups, and helped to organize the A. Garemi group of 
the Garibaldi divisions." In fact he became one of the most feared 
and admired ot the partisan leaders. The Germans put a price of 
100,000 lire on his head; he was subsequently awarded a silver 
medal tor valor. 


After the business of the Ovra tile and his release by the Bri- 
tish, the Vicenza PCI put him in charge ot the CARS, Pietro Sec- 
chia's underground organizatiaq: Secchia clearly trusted him. 
But he was arrested yet again in a couple ot months, this time 
by the carabinieri. 


"There was an anti-partisan reaction going on then," said Sartori. 
A wave of charges showered down on my head and on those of many 
comrades. We asked each other, perplexed, what we had been suf- 
fering and tighting for. Even atter my release from prison, I 
was persecuted by a steady rain of court summ nses and subpoenas, 
all ot which came to nothing but the files. tn top of that there 
were the economic troubles. I was, true, secretary of the ANPI 
provincial otfice. But that miserable paycheck often failed to 
arrive. And outside the Parvy, there was no work tor a communist. 
As Amendola wrote, when people run into us on the streets they 
generally cross themselves. On 15 April, the Party named me as 

a candidate tor the Chanber ot Deputies; my job, though, was to 
bring in votes, not to get myself elected. With the institutional 
compromise then tirmly in place, a partisan commander was not a 
man to have around." 


[fhis, however, was not enough to send Sartori into a monastery. 
Maybe in hopes ot gettiag rid of him, the PCI in 1949 "advised" 
him to move to Latin America. That was a very strange exile, one 
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that coincided with the outbreak of guerrilla warfare in many 
countries, particularly in Venezuela. Here is what Sartori has 
to say about it: 


"I worked at a thousand trades, until at last in Maracaibo I set 
up 4 metallurgical plant and foundry. With that legal and econo- 
mic cover I became a landmark for comrades being hunted down by 
Perez Jimenez' bestial police. I taught them about my own parti- 
san experiences in funisia and in Italy. A seed ‘was planted | 
for the future armed guerrilla rising. I stayed in Venezuela 
until Jimenez fell, in 1955. Back again in Italy, I worked at 
the Botteghe Oscure on the delicate tasks entrusted to me by the 
Venezuelan CP.' 


Just what were those "delicate tasks"? Sartori won't talk about 
them. Our man, though, picked up his several duties at ANPI, had 
a series of secret meetings with Velio Spano and others, who kept 
him abreast of the latest "revisionist course changes; to me, 
with all the revolutionary phenomena of Latin America fresh in 

my mind, the PCI's line was totally incomprehensible." 


The official break came in February 1964, at the ANPI's national 
convention at the EUR. Sartori had determined to introduce a mi- 
nority resolution, signed by a number of decorated partisans of 
considerable moral authority, and embodying a good deal of heavy 
criticism for the "preparatory theses." From the wings, Pietro 
Secchia tried to support him: but his star had already set, shot 
down by Togliatti and Amendola with the Seniga case. 








"Amendola," Sartori went on, “threatened me; I would be kicked 
out of the Party, he warned, if I did not withdraw that resolu- 
tion. In front of Arrigo Boldrini I answered him: a year ago, 
that kind of blackmail might have driven me to suicide, or into 
the madhouse; today, if the Party wants to go to that length, 
it doesn't scare me. ‘lot any more. And I presented that reso- 
lution from the floor, where it drew repeated and prolonged ap- 
plause. The chairman, though, refused to put it to the vote. 

At the next meeting in my section (24 members present out of 140) 
they voted approval of my expulsion by a majority. That was the 
start of the "scorched earth" policy around me. As far as the 
Party, my Party, was concerned, I was forever excommunicated and 
rejected. A quarter-century of struggles, danger, suffering, and 
imprisonment no longer counted for anything. Thrown away. And 
replaced with systematic infamy, with shameful slander, with 
filthy smears. They paint me as an Ovra agent, a fascist provo- 
cateur, a CIA mercenary. The leaders of the PCI, by impugning 
my honor as a communist and a partisan, have shown themselves to 
be more pitiless butchers than the neo-fascists and the South 
American dictators: those beasts kill oc.) the body, not a man's 
soul." 
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Free now of responsibilities in the Communist Party, Sartori was 
one of the founders (in October of 1900) of the Communist Party 

of Italy (Marxist-Leninist), a Maoist group, of which he became 

a Central Committee member. Meanwhile, Italy was moving at break- 
neck speed toward its own 19605. In May, after leading the general 
strike from Trieste, he wound up in prison again, this time for 

a couple of months. Free again, he turned up in Milan, the epi- 
center of the overall upheaval. 


One might call it fate. Sartori always happens to turn up at the 
center of the action, wherever it may be. whenever there is a 
whift of revolution in the air. At that very time Renato Curcio, 
soon to become the legendary leader of the Red Brigades, was find- 
ing himself a cozy home in the Marxist-Leninist Party. He joined 
it against all the assumptions of the armed Party. And he left 
it ready to pick up the first machinegun he could find. And once 
again it was the veteran partisan leader who in December of 1968 
triggered the split in the PCd'I(M-L) between his own /Red Line/ 
and the /Black Line/ upheld by Osvaldo Pesce and Fosco Dinucci: 

a schism that was to light the fuse for the whole process that 
first frac‘ured and eventually pulverized the extraparliamentary 
groups. Eventually Pesce and Dinucci would be alienated. Pesce, 
with support from the present leaders in Peking, would declare 
himself th. new spokesman for the /Red Line/, while Dinucci, with 
the support of Tirana _Albania| and of the "Gang of Four," would 
find himself stuck with the /Black Line/ label. 
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COUNTRY SECTION WORWAY 


FINAL RETURNS GIVEN FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 19 Sep 79 p 13 


[Text] Municipal Election Results Nationwide 


Party Votes Percent 1975-1979 
Labor 756,615 36.0 - 2.0 
Conservatives 610,579 29.1 7.2 
Center 179,495 8.5 - 2.3 
Christ «1 People’s Party 205,873 9.8 - 1.7 
Libera’ « 108,824 5.2 i.5 
New People's Party 21,602 1.0 - 1.5 
Progressives 40,523 1.9 - 1.5 
B. fl. [expansion unknor a] 16,542 0.5 - 0.5 
Socialist Left 88,217 4.2 - 1,2 
Norwegian CP 7,397 0.4 + 0.3 
Red Election Alliance 14,035 0.7 + 0.3 
Others 49,980 2.4 ~ 1.2 


Survey covers 596 out of 596 election districts. 2,099,682 
votes counted. 


County Council Election Results Nationwide 


Party Votes Percent 1975-1979 
Labor 742,140 36.2 - 1.9 
Conservatives 608 , 406 29.7 + 7.1 
Center 177,027 &.6 - 2.6 
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County Election Results [Continued | 


Party Votes Percent 1975-1979 
Christian People's Party 207,760 10.1 - 2.2 
Liberals 107,951 303 + 1.5 
New People’s Party 25,537 1.2 - 1.7 
Progressives 52,185 2.5 + 0.5 
Lapp list 1,136 0.1 + 0.1 
Socialist Left 89,329 4.4 - 0.9 
Norwegian CP 10,023 0.5 + 0.1 
Red Election Alliance 16,085 0.6 + 0.3 
Others 11,273 0.6 - 0.6 


Survey covers 596 out of 596 election districts. 2,048,852 
votes counted. 
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The political map of Norway is 
even more non-socialist after 
Monday's election. Thanks to 
Conservative gains Buskerud 
and Ostfold have been lost 

to the socialists who are now 
in the majority only in Finn- 
mark, Telemark, Hedmark and 




















1. Socialist majority 
2. Non-socialist majority 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 
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ELECTION RETURNS BRING CRITICISM OF LABOR PARTY LEADERSHIP 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 19 Sep 79 p 4 
[Article by Terje Svabo] 


[ Text | The Labor Party's poor election results have already led to in- 
creasing demands from a growing number of union deputies for changes ir 
the leadership of the ruling party. AFTENPOSTEN has been told that the 
major focus of these demands has been party chairman Reiulf Steen. The 
union representatives are critical of the faltering campaign, especially 
the contradictory tax moves. The central committee of the Labor Party 
met in Oslo today and the national council has been called to a meeting 
on 4 and 5 October. 


In an interview with AFTENPOSTEN last December the parliamentary leader 

of the Christian People’s Party, Lars Korvald, said that we are dealing 
with a ruling party that is rowing a stiff course from the party office to 
the House of Parliament to the Chancellery. His remarks are also descrip- 
tive of the current situation in the Labor Party and things have hardly 
improved since December. 


Those who fo!.loved the Labor Party's campaign received the impression 
that the ruling party had not worked out any unified plan of action for 
the oeriod leading up to the election. The traditional ability of the 
Labor Party to get together in the final weeks for a short spurt failed 
and the result reflected this. Instead we saw prominent office holders 
in the party and the cabinet making contradictory statements right up to 
the final phase of the campaign. 


This was especially true of the tax issue, specifically in the discussion 
of interest ceilings. Even though party chairman Reiulf Steen told 
AFTENPOSTEN in the final phase of the campaign that there was no disagree- 
ment on this issue between him and Prime Minister Odvar Nordli there is 
no denying that the two men made statements on interest ceilings that 
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cannot be reconciled. This gave the opposition, especially the Conserva- 
tives, a free card to play and this was used to the utmost in the election 


campaign. 


If the Labor Party's election campaign had been coordinated the party 
leaders would hardly have launched the action known as "For You Against 
the Conservative State.” It is true that the 11 initiators of the action 
made it clear that the Labor Party leadership had not been consulted on 
the matter but the action scarcely came as a surprise. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


NORVIK ANALYZES SOURCES OF CONSERVATIVE VICTORY 
Oslo AFTENPC TEN in Norwegian 19 Sep 79 p 3 
[Article by Ottar Julsrud } 


[Text] The Conservatives racked up especially good results in the big 
cities which have already had 4 years of Conservative rule. “The voters 
gave us a vote of confidence for our practical policies,” Conservative 
chairman Erling Norvik told AFTENPOSTEN. And it was in these former “red” 
strongholds that the Labor Party brought in the big campaign artillery. 
Norvik added that the record gains for the party -- one has to go all the 
way baci. to 1924 to find comparable figures -- were reflected in all types 
of community across the nation. 


“We have consolidated our position as a complete national party,” the 
Conservative chairman stressed. In this year’s local elections the Con- 
servatives ran in 84 communities which paid off in the form of represen- 
tation on all the municipal councils concerned. Conservative leaders 
have also noted that the party has become number one in a number of “new” 
towns across the country. The Labor Party has been outstripped in such 
places as the biggest cities in northern Norway. The score in general is 
this: the biggest party in six counties and the biggest non-socialist 
party in all counties. 


With these results it is obvious that the Conservatives were the primary 
beneficisries of the Labor vote loss, Norvik pointed out in his commentary 
on the election. 


He said further that the Conservatives had gained, sometimes substantially, 
in Conservative-ruled communities confronted with special problems during 
this period, such as Asker with its Trekanten expansion, Alta, Notteroy 
where there has been a conflict concerning building lots and Vestby where 
the party split up before the election. The victories there show that 

the voters understand that even Conservative leaders are forced to make 
unpopular decisions, the party chairman commented, 
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What is the most important reason why the Conservatives were able to con- 
solidate their position as a strong rural party? 


“I think people in rural areas are more conservative than the population 
in general -- and until quite recently they were also too conservative to 
switch parties. But once we get « foothold in local politics they ‘loosen 
up." Then people become aware that the propaganda against the party is 
untrue, that we are pursuing a comsistent policy to protect property and 
inheritance rights.” 


What about the concession law? 


“This dispute has provided a useful illustration of what the Conservatives 
stand for in this important area.” 


How do the Cons rvatives intend to deal with a stronger Progressive Party? 


“Progressive gains would not lead to any changes in our own policies or 
strategy. We wi ° continue to work consistently for our policies as we 
have done in the past. Allow me to add that if the Labor Yarty had shown 
some moderation in its socialization plans and some accommodation to the 
moderate Conservative proposal on tax adjustment J. don’t think there would 
have been any basis for such a strong Progressive gain,” Norvik said. 


It has been suggested by moderate party people that the strong Conser- 
vative gains are unfortunate with regard to a non-socialist government 


coalition. 


“Il can easily understand making such rash statements when one is deeply 
disappointed by a party defeat. But I am concerned about statements that 
start off, ‘Now the Conservatives have become so strong that....° There 
is no reas. n at all why efforts to form a three-party government, an 
effort to which we are committed, should be ‘more difficult’ just because 
some of the partics in the coalition advance or decline in an election,” 
Norvik underlined. 


The vice chairman of the Christian People’s Party, Kjell Magne Bondevik, 
told AFTENPOSTEN that a better balance among the three parties would have 
been an advaitage. maintaining that there is 2 great need to strengthen 
the center parties. 


‘hat was the reason for the surprising'y sharp decline, over 2 percent, 
of *he Christian People’s Part /? 


“With due reservations I would like to suggest a few major reasons. The 

Conservatives have now made inroads on our voter strength too, something 

we managed to avoid in the past. In addition it is possible that we have 
failed to appeal to enough voters in the youngest age groups. Ail indi- 

cations are that the Liberals and the Conservatives outweigh us here.” 
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Does this mean that the Christian People’s Party will also have to display 
a stronger “green profile?” 


“Definitely and to a certain extent this is a correct line to pursue. Our 
policy in this very important area is in order but we need to bring it out 
more,” Bondevik explained. He added that the Christian People’s Party 
should also display more boldness in differentiating itself from its co- 
operating partners in municipal politics when need be. He did not ignore 
the fact that the party had spread itself over too many issues in the 
election campaign and that some of the decline could be due to the lack 

of a special fighting issue, such as the abortion law. 


The chairman of the Center Party, Johan J. Jakobsen, said on the night of 
the election that he did not regard “his” figures as a new defeat but as 
a confirmation of the setback the party had 2 years ago. “We will con- 
tinue to define ourselves as an independent party but we are prepared to 
take on cabinet responsibilities if the sitwation calls for it,” Jakobsen 
said. 


Carl |. Hagen stressed that the task of the Progressive Party will be to 
make sure that the Conservatives follow up their campaign promises with 
practical policie,. He made it clear that the major opponents of the Pro- 
eressives are the socialists and denied that the party would work to get 
votes away from the Conservatives in the future. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


BRUNDTLAND SAYS CHANGES LIKELY IN NORDLI GOVERNMENT SOON 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 20 Sep 79 p 3 
[Article by Terje Svabo | 


[Text] There will probably be changes in the goverrment in the near 
future. This could occur in connectior with the na: sal council meeting 
of the Labor Party in early October. statements made by the party's 
acting chairman, caSinet minister Gro Harlem Brundtiand, at an impromptu 
press conference in Oslo yesterday seemed to poirt in that direction. She 
Was not willing to accuse central party leadership alone of being respon- 
sible for the election setback. “Everyone aust take a share of the re- 
sponsibility, it is collective,” Mrs Harlem Brundtland stressed. But it 
is quite clear that others -- b*tch in the party and in the un‘on -- have 

a “‘fferent view. 


The criticism of the leadership is expressed quite biuwntly at times, <* 
in these words <-- from retiria®’ chairman is Bardu, Treas. former member 
of Storting Alfred Henningsen: “She capabilities of Labor Party leaders 
are not ia proportion to thir ambitions.” 


The deputy chairman of the Labor Party, Eavironmental Minister Gro Harlem 
Brund*land, is acting as chairman during Rejulf Steen's absence due to 
illrzss. At an impromptu press conference after a meet.ng of the party's 
central committee yes.arciy she said that the question of when cabinet 
changes would be made is secondary. ‘herzsfore she did not consider it «a 
disavowal of individual cabinet minis*t«rs if they had to leave their posts 
before presenting their budgets. This cietement can only be interpreted 
as Meat ing that the changes would be made in connection with the moeting 
of the party's national council on 4 and 5 October. The finance sinister 
witl present the government's budget proposal to Storting on Friday, 

5 October. 


Cro Harlem Brundtiand maintained that personal issues had wot come up «st 
yesterday's mreting as a central topic of discussion but admitted thac 


89 














these matters had been discussed as part of the total political debate. 

The acting chairman pointed out that it is natural to examine the composi- 
tion of the government at certai’ intervals. Mrs Harlem Brundtland said 
at the press conference that this had no connection with the election re- 
sults. Even so there are many indications that this matter seems "natural" 
just now. 


The centra’ «: mittee discussed the election results after a speech by 
secretary Ivar Leveraas. Before the national council meeting the party 
leadership will thoroughly examine the election defeat on the basis of 
yesterday's discussion. Gro Harlem Brundtland stressed that the national 
council is the highest organ in the Labor Party in between national con- 
ventions. 


The acting chairman conceded that the implementation of the campaign had 
been unfortunate but she would not blame the central branch of the party 
alone for that. She said this was a collective responsibility divided 
among party organizations at the municipal, county and central levels. 
Here she clearly dissociated herself from the union deputies in particular 
who have called for changes in the party leadership after the election de- 
feat. 


The Labor Party's county secretary in Troms, Halvard Brattli, expressed 
agreement with the statements of the environmental minister but said the 
issues presented by the party leaders were not made popular enough. “The 
voters didn't know what to believe and the central organization must assume 
responsibility for this lack of precise formulation. However it is obvi- 
ously too simplistic to blame the central leadership alone. There is no 
doubt that we on the county and municipal levels must take our share of 

the responsibility,” Brattli said. 


Bardu chaicman Alfred Henningsen (Labor) said it is easy to be wise after 
the fact and that he did not intend to blame individuals in the party. 

He said he agreed with Gro Harlem Brundtland that the responsibility for 
the election defeat must be divided but he felt it is easy to present the 
doctrine of the Labor Party if one really wants to, 


According to Henningsen in order for this to succeed the Labor Party must 
now concentrate on straightforward Social Democratic policies and “not 

mix it up with socialism and all that kind of nonsense." The Labor Party 
lost control in Bardu also, including the chairmanship which will probably 
be filled by a Conservative. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


BRIEFS 


CONSERVATIVE GAIN IN LOCAL ELECTIONS--A brisk conservative wind was blow- 
ing in the municipal and county elections, producing gains for Norvik and 
Willoch's party in both cities and rural communities across the country. 

In some communities there was an election landslide. If there had been a 
parliamentary election Monday the Conservatives--according to projections-- 
would have gone from 41 to around 55 seats. Another major tendency in the 
election was a catastrophic decline for the Center Party compared to the 
local and county elections 4 years ago. The Christian People’s Party had 
a moderate decline while the Liberals seem to have strengthened their posi- 
tion in several communities. The position of the New People's Party was 
weakened even more. With regard to the socialist parties it appears that 
the Labor Party managed by and large to maintain its position compared to 
the last municipal election while the Socialist Left declined even more. 
[Text ] [Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 18 Sep 79 p 1] 6578 
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COUNTRY SECTION PORTUGAL 


PCP'S CUNHAL INTERVIEWED, COMMENTS ON POLITICAL SITUATION 
Rome IL MESSACGERO in Italian 22 Aug 79 p 3 


[Report on interview with Alvaro Cunhal, secretary of the Communist Party, 
in Lisbon, by special correspondent Pino Cimo: "Steely Optimism"; date of 
interview not given] 


[Text] Lisbon--The dark red, cement-and-stone wall must be at least 3 
meters high and is plastered with slogans--Down with the Barreto Law! 

Viva the Agrarian Reform! NO to the Gonelha Law! Enough of Repression!-- 
and with hammer-and-sickle emblems. 


You bump into it at the end of the street, Rua da Beneficencia, where you 
turn left to find the modest, gray, 8-story villa to which the PCP [Portu- 
guese Communist Party] headquarters has moved, abandoning its historic 
quarters in the center of the city. 


And you face it again from the inside when, after having been looked over 
from top to bottom and had an identification badge pinned on to your shirt, 
you are led to Room "C" and told to wait there for the "“camerade" [com- 
rade] whose name you mentioned. 


It looms tall behind the large glass doors, casting its shadow over the 
flower bed and shutting the sunshine and light out of the room, which is 
cold and bare. And it makes you think you are in a bunker where, naturally, 
there are no weapons or slits but where the people with whom you talk, the 
air you breathe--for just a few but interminable minutes, as your eyes 
wander over the long table, the white walls, and those poor flowers fight- 
ing so hard to live caught between the glass doors and the wall--and the 
very few sounds of footsteps and of voices reaching you through the door 
that has been closed behind you, convey the net sensation of being in the 
headquarters of a besieged and defensively dug-in party. 


It is a sensation that strikes within you again when, several days later, 
after a brief but intensive contact with the communist peasants of Alentejo, 
you return to tie "bunker" with your "written questions" for "camerada 
Cunhal" and you note that the front door is still locked, that before being 
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allowed to enter you are given a thorough visual "search," as if the white 
envelope you are holding in your hand might contain a bomb, and as if the 
fact that your coming there and the purpose of your visit had been previously 
arranged and, above all, that “headquarters had authorized the irterview," 
were totally unknown to then. 


The sensation remains, and you take it back with you transformed into a con- 
viction, after more than a half-hour, still in Room "C" with the cement 

wall behind the glass door, during which the secretary of the PCP--still 
lucid, lively, outspoken and ready, as ever, with a scourging, witty re- 
tort--still the fighter, as during the critical moments, now long past, of 

25 April and of the tumultuous months that followed it, amidst reactionary 
attempts at coups d'etat, revolutionary outbursts and flaming electoral 
campaigns--has "bombarded" you with his steely optimism, his unshakable 
convictions as to the forthcoming “major advances" of the party and the 
“inevitable defeat," in the November elections and those following, of 

the right and of those other parties (meaning Mario Soares's Socialist Party) 
that “think they can play--by flirting and allying themselves--with the right, 
with the monopolies, and with imperialism." 


The sensation remains, very simply because the “bombardment" unleashed by 
Alvaro Cunhal (65 years of age, of which 14 were spent in prison under 
Salazar's fascism and 14 more in exile, white hair but dark, thick eyebrows) 
was more like volley fire. It did not hit his objective, or left it stand- 
ing if it did, having barely managed to graze it--or even had a "boomerang" 
effect. 


I told him that, having been in Portugal before the 25 April revolution 

and in the years following it, it was disturbing, upon my return, to see 

the country's rightist press thriving--a press which, to be clear about it, 

has in the last few days been "denouncing" the “plunder and destruction" 
committed by the Sandinists in Nicaragua, which accuses the new prime minister, 
Ms Pintasilgo, of being "social communist," which extols, as a sign of 
"clear-sightedness shown by Brazil," President Figueiredo's decision not to 
legalize the Communist farty “because Marxists play the game of democracy 

only until they come to power," and which goes on and on in this manner. 





I asked him what had happened: How could the Portuguese left possibly have, 
in a matter of a few years, let control of an instrument of such great power 
slip from their hands, ceding it to the rightists, both the moderate and the 
reactionary? 


He answered, without batting an eyelid: "They will lose it, they will lose 
the control. Just as they won it again they will lose it again." 


[Question] "And who will take it away from them?" 
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[Answer] "The left, of course, the people's struggle." 
[Question] "How?" 


[Answer] "I do not vee the problem. If the right succeeded in the game, 
having recognized the value of the press and the other mass communications 
media, why should not the left also succeed?" 


His answer was clearly intended to be categorical. I therefore asked him 
the following: 


[Question] "Mr Cunhal, I have just been to Alentejo and the situation there 
was described to me by the farm workers and communist labor leaders as 

very serious. The landowners have recovered their strength and are every- 
where on the offensive, and the PCP, together withthe rest of the left, 

is taking heavy blows. Is the agrarian reform itself endangered?" 


[Answer] "No. Let us not exaggerate. The reform is one of the revolution's 
great victories and is untouchable." 


[Question] "But it has been touched. And how!" 


[Answer] "Yes, it is true that after the fall of the last Goncalves govern- 
ment, the socialist tried, first with Minister Lopes Cardoso and then with 
Antonio Barreto, to emasculate the reform through a policy of halting ex- 
propriations, subsidizing the landowners and cutting up the cultivable 

land into small pieces. The two "technocratic" governments of Nobre Da 
Costa and Mota Pinto did the rest, even sending the hated National Guards 
into the rural areas again in force. The struggle has been and still is 
extremely hard. But our farm workers will come out on top as usual. 

Yes, they destroyed some 30 UCPs [Collective Production Units] but the other 
450 remain and are making good progress. They have reduced 12,900 workers 
to poverty, but the farm workers who have found jobs and a decent wzege 

since the start of the reform can be counted in the tens of thousands. No, 
no. No one can touch the agrarian reform." 


His tone had again become assertive, categorical. It would be useless to 
continue insisting on the facts: that in Alentejo the farm workers, the 
labor leaders, and the leaders of his own party there are more wary and 
far less optimistic; that the return in force of the landowners is far 
more massive than the figures indicate; that terror of the Republican 
National Guard has returned to the rural areas. He knows these facts; 
otherwise, he would not have accused the Mota Pinto government of being 
"fascist and dictatorial," the Nobre Da Costa one of being “reactionary, 
and the socialist governments of "playing the game of the landowners and 
the monopolies against the interests of the workers." Nor would he have 
made the dismissal of Agriculture Minister Vaz Portugal the indispensable 
condition for his possible support of Maria De Lurdes Pintasilgo's new 
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government. But he continues to talk as if he did not. He is not bluffing. 
But he talks that way simply because he thinks he can and even must do so: 

a pep talk to be used and consumed by two sets of ears--your and the readers’ 
of your newspaper. 


[Question] "Do you not think that tactical or strategic errors by the local 
Communist Party and the labor union, especially in Alentejo, may have conm- 
promised the future of the agrarian reform?" 


[Answer] "No. Absolutely not. We have nothing to reproach ourselves with. 
We have always acted in the best interests of the tillers of the soil. 

We were at their side in the moments of the occupation, and we are there now 
that the represseion is raging." 


You get no better an answer when you try to broach the labor union problen, 
one of the most explosive issues in the current Portuguese political situa- 
tion. 


[Question] "It would seem that in the midst of the press's rampage and 

the landowners’ offensive in the agrarian reform area, the fracture that is 
developing in the trade union domain with the emergence of the UGT [General 
Union of Workers] as a socialist-social democratic-Christian democratic 
coalition is a clear sign of the weakening of the Portuguese left, and es- 
pecially a weakening of the PCP is precisely that domain which has until 
now been its stronghold. Are you not worried?" 





[Answer] "No, not at all. I have no reason to be. All of this big talk 
about the UGT? When you get right down to the nub of it, things look a lot 
different. The force of the Intersindical is and will remain intact be- 
cause it is the only trade union organization our workers--and not only 

those of Lisbon and Setubal but also those of Oporto, the North, and the 
South--can and do trust. The UGT has no future. There is no doubt of this." 


Clearly, the pep talk continues. It is impossible for a politician like 
Cunhal who, for better or for worse, has held control of the Portuguese 
Communist Party for over 20 years, and who, in the wake of the events of 

25 April, so greatly influenced the Portuguese political situation as to 
seem to be on the verge of taking control of it, not to recognize that the 
UGT is now a fact, (even though it was formed only last October), and that 
the communist monopoly of the Portuguese labor movement is being seriously 
threatened. But he knows that very well. He would not otherwise have un- 
leashed such a harsh campaign against the Gonelha law on freedom of asso- 
ciation, which the socialist labor minister pushed through to its enactment 
by Parliament--a law that gnaws at the roots of the very spirit of the 
labor unity which was one of the 25 April revolution's prime conquests and 
which has made the Intersindical one of the prime factors in the Portuguese 
political situation. 
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But to admit it is not in the style of Cunhal, a man who, as he tells it, 
appears to have experienced nothing but victories and non-defeats in these 

5 years of turbulent Portuguese political life, a man who has succeeded 

in justifying, one after another: the PCP's expulsion from the government 
in 1975; the fall of the Goncalves's government, the government of “comrade 
Vasco"; the PCP's poor showings in the Constituent elections (12.5 percent), 
in those for the Assembly of the Republic (14.6 percent and 40 seats as 
compared with 35 percent and 107 seats for the socialist), in the Administra- 
tives (17.7 percent), and even the tiny 7.6 percent showing of its piexi- 
dential candidate; and the PCP's loss of influence in--as we have seen-- 
the press, in the revolutionary Council, where his "bete noire,” Antunes, 
sits in a position of prestige, and in the Belem Palace, where that same 
Eanes is seated who ran against Octavio Pato, Cunhal’s right haind. 


One turns hopefully, therefore, to his written answers to questions. 


But that hope, too, is shattered. Those responses are not quite as optimis- 
tic and categorical as the verbal ones given in that very cold Room "C" 
protected by the cement wall. But, being written, they are cautious, 

hence vague if not elusive. On the whole, however, the optimistic outlook 
emerges clearly though, like the one expressed verbally, unconvincingly. 


[Question] "What political significance do you ascribe to the charges 
leveled against Parliament by the chief of the General Staff, Pedro Cardoso, 
because of the enactment of the amnesty law?" 


[Answer] "Hardly anything worth dramatizing. The PCP favored the amnesty 
and voted for it, but holds that it is within the province of the Armed 
Forces to resolve the problems of military discipline." 


[Question] "What will be the PCP's plan of action for the next elections, 
bearing in mind that the right is presenting a united front?" 


[Answer] "The right is not a unified force, nor does it have much of a chance 
of winning a majority. The alliance of the PSD [Social Democratic Party], 

the CDS [Social Democratic Center Party] and the PPM [Popular Monarchist 
Party] is rather a sign of weakness. Our election objectives are: to pre- 
vent a rightist majority, to win a socialist-comrunist majority, and to sub- 
stantially strengthen our positions." 


[Question] "What is the PCP's assessment of the most recent presidential 
decisions (the dissolution of Parliament, the naming of Ms Pintasilgo, 
Silence on the statements made by the chief of the General Staff, and the 
sending of a personal representative of the president to the meeting being 
held for the purpose of forming a presidential political party)?” 
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{Answer} "In dissolving Parliament, naming a caretaker government, and 
announcing early elections, President Eanes has acted in accordance with 

the constitution. In doing so, he has struck a decisive blow against the 
right and its pursuit of an unconstitutional solution; and hence the right's 
hysterical reaction." 


[Question] "How does the PCP view the role being played by the Revolutionary 
Council[CDR]?" 


[Answer] "The CDR is a sovereign body, the existence and role of which 
derive from the participation of the Armed Forces in the revolutionary pro- 
cess--a participation that cannot be annulled by a decree and which in 

any case must remain within the terms of reference of the Constitution. 
Those who are struggling for the subordination of the military power to po- 
litical parties are in reality seeking a return to a reactionary military 
hierarchy that could impose a reactionary civil power." 


[Question] "Is there any possibility of a rapprochement between the social- 
ists and the communists?" 


[Answer] “We have always been and remain favorably disposed to unity among 
the democratic forces, especially the PSP [Portuguese Socialist Party] and 
the PCP. It is the PSP that has followed a line, particularly in regard 

to agrarian reform, that is contrazy to unity of the left and to the workers’ 
interest. There seem to be some second thoughts now, which is a positive 
sign; but there is yet much to be done by the socialist." 


[Question] "What is the political significance--national and international-- 
with respect to so-called Eurocommunism, of the forthcoming visit of Berlin- 
guer to Lisbon?" 


[Answer] "The visit has no ideological significance. Berlinguer is coming 
in response to our invitation, within the ambit of the friendly and coopera- 
tive relations that exist between the PCP and th PCI [Italian Communist 


Party)." 
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COUNTRY SECTION PORTUGAL 


MARIO SOARES COMMENTS ON RELATIONS WITH EANES 
Rome IL MESSAGGERO in Italian 26 Aug 79 p 3 


[Report on interview with Mario Soares, secretary general of the Portuguese 
Socialist Party, in Lisbon, by Pino Cimo: "Collision Course"; date of inter- 
view not given] 


[Excerpts] [Question] "In June 1976, that is not more than 3 years ago, 
the coalition of the Portuguese Socialist Party [PSP] with the social demo- 
cratic and Christian democratic right provided the force that elected Gen 
Ramalho Eanes to the presidency of the Republic. Today, the PSP and Eanes 
are definitely on a collision course with serious implications for the coun- 
try. What is at the bottom of this clash and what are its effects likely 

to be?" 


[Answer] “Our disagreement with the president began in the summer of 1978 
when he opposed my attempt to form a new single socialist party (following 
the breakup of the coalition withthe Christian democrats and the CDS [So- 
cial Democratic Center Party]), and opted tor a "technocratic" government 
with Nobre Da Costa, a man from CONFINDUSTRIA [General Confederation of 
Portuguese Industry], as prime minister. Our quarrel intensified when, 
after Da Costa's parliamentary defeat, Eanes insisted on another “techno- 
cratic" government with engineer Mota Pinto at its head. It has now reached 
its peak with Eanes's decision to dissolve Parliament against our decided 
opposition and the opposition of the overwhelming majority in Parliament 
(263 votes against 78)." 


[Question] "Did Eanes inform you of his decision before announcing the 
dissolution of the Chambers?" 


[Answer] "No, on the contrary. When I discussed with him our reasons for 
being against it, he told me he would consider them and get back to me. 
Instead, however..." 


[Question] "As an alternative to the dissolution of Parliament, you had 
proposed, if I am not mistaken, a government of socialists and dissident 
social democrats, which would have achieved a substantial majority. Why 
did Eanes turn this down?" 
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[Answer] "He said such a government would not provide him sufficient guaran- 
tees of stability." 


[Question] "But certainly Nobre Da Costa and Mota Pinto provide him even 
fewer guarantees!" 


[Answer] "That is what I told him in our last talk." 


[Question] "Can we say then that the president no longer trusts or does 
not want to trust the socialists and Mario Soares, and that he is working 
toward forming his own party.?" 


[Answer] “Officially, he denies it, and privately he has told me it is not 
true. But between words and actions..." 


[Question] "Do you not think your attacks against Eanes lose much ot their 
effectiveness when confronted by the fact that it was your party which 
brought him to the presidency?" 


[Answer] "The effectiveness or ineffectiveness of our opposition to the 
president will be measured at the election urns in November and thereafter." 


~ 


[Question] "Do you expect to win the elections?" 


[Answer] "Yes, I have not the least doubt of it. We may lose a little 
percentage but we will retain the majority." 


[Question] "How much do you think the PSP will be negatively affected by 
the government's brief and rather unfortunate alliance with the Christian 
democrats? If I am not mistaken, you consider the CDS extreme rightists 
or at least positioned more to the right than the PSD [Social Democratic 
Party] itself." 


[Answer] "No, I do not think we will be damaged by it. The people under- 
stand, and they know that this alliance was dictated by special circunm- 
stances." 


[Question] “It appears that your party could suffer a heavy setback in the 
agrarian reform areas, for instance in the Alentejo region." 


[Answer] "Yes, our position in those areas is somewhat precarious, because 
of the strong polarization phenomenon that is taking place between the 
right and the Communist Party. It could harm us." 


[Question] "But could an eventual setback in Alentejo and similar zones 
not be attributed to your party's errors in the agrarian reform problem?" 
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[Answer] “On the reform issue, as you know, we have followed some minor 
“changes of lane,” and they have given rise to heated internal discussions." 


[Question] "What you are calling “changes of lane," Cunhal and the communists 
are defining as “U-turns" and “attempts to disrupt the reform." 


[Answer] "The communists should talk! The truth is they want to turn 
the large holdings into giant enterprises ccontrollec by the party and in 
which the farm laborers wovid work as employees of «he PCP. We, instead, 
want the farm workers to own and farm the land." 


[Question] “Are you not concerned that the same thing might happen to the 
PCP that happened to the PSI [Italian Socialist Party], mainly its trans- 
formation from a majority to a2 minority party within the lefrc?" 


[Answer] "No, we feel perfectly at ease on this point. For two reasons, 
one of which regards the PCP and the other our own party. The PCP is not 
the PCI [Italian Communist Party] and will never be so, at least as it is 
headed by Cunhal, who has remained a Stalinist and tied hand and foot to 
the USSR (a few days ago some of our party members are beaten up by conm- 
munists, who as usual show their teeth when they think they have the upper 
hand; and the warmest applause at the recent PCP congress was reserved for 
the Moscow delegation). As for us, we shall never commit Nenni's mistake. 
We shall never form an alliance with the communists.” 


[Question] "The fact remains that the Portuguese left will be going to the 
polls this time against a right that is now a bloc." 


[Answer] "I am not very convinced of this “conservative-monarchist” bloc. 
Signs of divisions between the CDS and the PSD as regards their list of 
candidates are already emerging. The only thing favoring the right in the 
next elections will be the strong influence it exercises over the press and 
mass communications media." 


[Question] "...the former socialist-communist monopoly!" 
[Answer] "Yes, yes, but it was a contrived monopoly. I could not last!" 


[Question] “Is it true that Sa‘ Carneiro is trying to create competition 
for the PSP in the Socialist International [IS] ambit and among the European 
socialist and social democratic parties?" 


[Answer] "It is a weak attempt that will not and cannot lead to anything. 
I know ajl the leaders of the IS personally, and have known them for many 
years, and I know as an absolute certainty that Sa‘ Carneiro's influence 
with them is nonexistent. Zero. Absolutely zero." 
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[Question] "Do you attribute any importance to Berlinguer's visit to Lis- 
bon in September or October?” 


[Answer] "Not particularly, although I am not sure of its purpose. I am 
not sure whether it is intended to give a more Eurocommunist look to Cunhal's 
image on the eve of the elections or a more “hardened™ look to Berlinguer's 
in the eyes of the communist rank and file in Italy. In any case, it will 
probably end up damaging both Cunhal and Berlinguer. As far as we are con- 
cerned, the Socialist International's next meeting will be held here in 
Lisbon and, by pure coincidence, during the thick of the election campaign. 
The right and the PCP will cry shame, but wrongly. I repeat: The pre- 
sence in Portugal of Willy Brandt, Olof Palme, Bettino Craxi and other IS 
leaders, in October, will have been the result of a decision taken before 
anyone knew of the elections." 


[Question] "You have strongly, and with good reason, it seems to me, attacked 
the statements made by the chief of the General Staff, Cardoso, against Par- 
liament. Do you view these statements as concealing an intended coup?” 


[Answer] "They are disturbing statements, but I majatain, based above all 
on the fascist experience and on our international ‘ies, that in Portugal 
the conditions for a coup do not exist." 





Soares added, however, that in any other European country the general would 
already have been exonerated. But he says it almost academically. His 
relaxed and ruggy featuers show not the least shade of concern for the fact 
that, despite his strong attack, in his capacity as secretary general of 
the country's majority party, Cardoso has remained, undisturbed, in his 
pesition. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PORTUGAL 


WORKERS" PURCHASING POWER DECREASES GREATLY 
Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 3 Sep 79 p 15 


[Text] The purchasing power of a gross income of 10 contos a mouth in 

1974 is equivalent, in 1979, to a gross income of 33,270 escudos. The 
rise in the price index, figured at 177 percent for the period under con- 
sideration, in itself implies the need for a wage of 27,700 escudos. How- 
ever, the decline in real buying power is also the result of a larger tax 
burden and the revision of the level of income subject to taxation, which 
imply the need for wage increases much higher than the rate of inflation 
in order to maintain the same purchasing power. Ina study recently pub- 
lished in the journal CONJUNTURA, the Macroeconomic Office of the 
Portuguese Bank of the Altantic (orto) [BPA] analyzes the decline in income 
from wages and suggests the creation of a wonetary indexing of tax brackets, 
taxing earnings in accordance witi: the evolution of their value in real 
terms. 


The study first notes that the dynamic of transfers of eal income, ex- 
pressed in variations in the buying nower of various f rms of income, tends 
to accelerate in a sharply inflationary period and could, at medium range, 
determine changes in the structural profile of the econony itself. 


Analysis of the developing changes through identification of the respective 
beneficiaries and the depth and extent of the transfer process is usually 
based on the evolution of income from wages, studied! by constructing indexes 
of real wages. The analysis makes better sense, he ever, when it is based 
on gross [sic] values, considering that comparisons over time should take 
into account not only inflation but also taxes andi other deductions from 
earnings. 


The BPA study concluded that it is impossible to make an adequate correction 
of indexes of real wages by determining transfers between "wage income," 
“other income,” and the state. The BPA study strives for further under- 
standing by calculating the "gross income that, in 1979, would be 
equivalent to gross income in 1974, in the sense that in net terms it 

would ensure the acquisition of the same quantity and quality of goods 

and services." 
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Tne following chart clearly illustrates the conclusions to be drawn from 
such a comparison. For example, taking an average wage cf 10 contos, it 
is seen that gross earnings of 33,240 contos would be needed in 1979 to 
maintain the same purchasing power. 


Equivalent Gross Monthly Earnings (in escudos) 


1974 1979 
4,000 i2,188 
6,000 18,895 
8,000 25,760 

10,000 33,240 
12,000 41,240 
15,000 55,678 
20 ,000 85,619 
30,000 267,723 
40,000 473,612 


In net terms, what does this mean? Maintaining the example used above, 
Chart 2 shows that to maintain the buying power of 8,718 escudos, or the 
net income from gross monthly earings of 10,000 escudos, a net income of 
24,158 escudos would be required in 1979, 


Equivalent Net Monthly Earnings (in escudos) 


1974 1979 
3,40 10,086 
5,400 14,963 
7,683 19,627 
8,718 24,158 

10,297 28,533 
12,646 35,042 
16,501 45,724 
23,394 64,825 
29,457 81,625 





Comparing the two tables, one is forced to conclude that if real wages are 
not to decline, the increases in gross earnings must be greater than the 
rate of inflation, which the BPA estimated at 177 percent for the period 
under study. 


The increases would aiso have to vary with the income bracket, given the 
insertion of th: tax factor, which has a transfer effect resulting, on 
one hand, from the higher tax rates for incomes that are nominaily higher, 
and, on the other hand, from the different rates applying to the same 
nominal income. This situation is summed up in a third chart. 
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Increase in Taxes and Other Deductions From Earnings 


Gross Monthly Earnings Taxes and Related Charges* 
(in escudos) 
1974 1979%* 

4,000 9.02% 10.0% 
6,000 10.0% 12.0% 
8,000 11.52% 14.1% 
10,000 12.82 14.8% 
12,000 14.2% 17.2% 
15,000 15.7% 19.9% 
20,000 17.5% 21.1% 
30,000 22.0% 26.6% 
40,000 26.4% 30.5% 


* Insurance Fund, Unemployment Fund, professional tax and surtax. 
**Based on continuation of brackets, rates and the additional surtax 
presently in effect. 


To analyze the distortions imposed on the logic of the redistribution of 
income by the inflationary situation, one must break down the increase 

in earnings considered in Chart 1, taking into account the effect of in- 
flation and the effect of taxation, direct or indirect. Thus we see that 
with an increase of 23,240 escudos, which we have seen is needed to main- 
tain the 1974 purchasing power of 10 contos, about 76.2 percent goes to 
overcome the effects of the so-called monetary erosion of wages, while 
23.8 percent replaces the income absorbed by the increase in real taxes. 


The comparisons in the chart presented below lead to the further obser- 
vation that the relative weights of inflation and taxes, as they deter- 
mine the increase in real earnings needed to maintain the same purchasing 
power, are virtually inverse at the two ends of the wage scale. 


As the tax scale has not been adjusted to the current monetary situation, 
the "dynamic of hidden transfers imposed by the climate of inflation" is 
aggravated, and the fiscal provisions cease to function within the logic 
of the social redistribution of income, represented in principle by the 
progressive income tax. Emphasizing precisely this idea, the BPA study 
affirms that preservation of an adequate redistribution policy presupposes 
the establishment of a system of periodic monetary indexing for "income 
brackets" in the tables for the professional tax and surtax. That is to 
say, in simpler terms, the level -€ tax incidence should be automatically 
adjusted to the real value of wages and not to their nominal value, which 
has been rising over this period and is subject to the progressive tax 
scale, which remains stationary. Thus an income of 20 contos in year X 
would maintain the same relative position in the country's overall wage 
range 5 years later, or would maintain approximately its real value. 
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Coherent application of this system would presuppose the definition of a 
balanced tax structure, consistent with the true tax capability of the 
various income brackets. 


Variable Factors in Equivalent Gross Earnings 





Gross Monthly Earnings Gross Increases Breakdown of Increase 

in 1974 (escudos) between 1974 and 1979 Effect of Effect of 
Inflation Taxes* 
4,000 8,188 86.5% 13.5% 
6,000 12,896 82.4% 17.62 
8,000 17, 760 79.82 20.2% 
10,000 23,240 76.2% 23.8% 
12,000 29,240 72.7% 27.3% 
15,000 40,678 65.3% 34.7% 
20,000 65,619 54.0% 46.0% 
30,000 237,723 22.3% 77.7% 
40,000 433,612 16.3% 83.7% 


*Direct and Indirect 


6362 
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COUNTRY SECTION ) PORTUGAL 


BRIEFS 


OIL IMPORTS INCREASE--In the first 3 months of this year Portugal imported 
15 percent more petroleum and bituminous oils (in volume) than in the same 
period last year, according to statistical information available to the 
Cuamber of Commerce and the Luso-German Industry. During this period there 
was an average increase of 21.1 percent in the price of imported petroleum. 
Import costs rose by 39.7 percent, from 6.68 million contos to 9.33 
million contos. The Portuguese supplier registering the largest increase 
in its contribution during that period was the Soviet Union, with an in- 
crease of 27.4 percent. [Text] [Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 8 Sep 79 

p 13) 6362 


TOURISM INCREASES--From January to June of this year, 2.3 million tourists 
came to Portugal, representing an increase of 31 percent over last year, 
Cristiano de Freitas, director general of tourism, revealed this week at 
the ceremony inaugurating the Congress of the European Association of Hotel 
School Directors. Licinio Cunha, secretary of state for tourism, also 
attended the ceremony. Land borders were the most frequent point of 

entry (66 percent), followed by airports (27 percent). Of the tourists 
who visited Portugal, 53 percent were Spanish, 26 percent were British, 

18 percent were Dutch, 11 percent were French and 4 percent were North 
American. Revenues from the tourist flow in these first 6 months were 

130 percent (or 96 percent, in dollars) higher than in the past year. If 
present estimates of a 10 to 12 percent annual increase in entries into 
Portugal are confirmed, in 1985 the country could receive close to 6 
million visitors, de Freitas further noted. Referring to the hotel sector, 
the director general of tourism mentioned the weight of expenditures on 
personnel in the respective cost structures (30 percent). Licinio Cunha 
noted that 150,000 people are currently employed in the tourist industry, 
but this figure could come to reach 200,000 or 250,000 at medium range. 
[Text] [Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 8 Sep 79 p 13] 6362 


CSO: 4401 
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COUNTRY SECTION SPAIN 


EFFECTS OF INFLATION, ECONOMIC MALAISE STUDIED 
Madrid BLANCO Y NEGRO in Spanish 5-11 Sep 79 pp 21-24 
[Article by Martin de Azcarate: “Spaniards and the Economic Crisis"] 


[Text] One aspect of Spain which comes as a surprise to every foreigner is 
the obstinate optimism or tranquil unconcern of the people. The house may 

be falling down, but there will always be Spaniards who continue as if nothing 
were happening and express surprise at the ruckus caused by those who are 
afraid. 


One might assume theoretically that any survey done in contemporary Spain 

on economic problems would produce pessimistic, troubled responses. In fact, 
this is not so. Some 1,300 persons, chosen at random from 123 cities and 
towns of Spain, were consulted by the Sociology Division of the Efe Press 
Association a few months ago. They grouped into two main blocs, the worried 
and the serene, nearly equal in size, with slight variations in one or the 
other direction depending on the question. 


Is this a case of true contentment because the ecor»zmic crisis is not yet 
really serious? Or is it the unconcern of the “happy go-lucky Spaniard" 
referred to in the editorial of this issue of BLANCO Y NEGRO? The reader will 
decide. What we have done is release the results of the survey for all to 
see, along with a very short commentary. These are the numbers; you may 

draw your own conclusions. 


The Majority Say They Aze No Worse Off Than 5 Years Ago 


The first surprise came in the first question. The majority of Spaniards 
assure that they are living the same as before, in spite of the obvious fact 
that in Spain prices are going up, businesses are going under and there are 
more strikes. To be precise, they believe they are living the same as 5 years 
ago, when there was the greatest euphoria about Spanish economic development. 
This is the opinion of fully 59 percent. 
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ARE YOU WORSE OFF THAN 5 YEARS AGO? 
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On the other hand, there are 32 percent who say their standard of living has 
gone down. But these responses are in a proportion of 1 to 2 compared with 
those who think their standard of living is the same as before. 


We note that more men than women experienced a decline. Above all it is 
curious how the young feel the economic crisis much less than older people. 
Also, less concern was expressed within each group in the small towns than in 
the cities, while the middle-sized cities showed the highest level of concern 
and greatest deterioration in standard of living. 


By regions there was not much variation in the responses, although in the 
south there were more who said they are worse off now than before. 


The Majority Make No Regular Savings 


ARE YOU PUTTING SOME MONEY AWAY EVERY MONTH? 
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On this question the survey responses turn out as expected: most Spaniards 
are making no regular savings. This is admitted openly by 54 percent of the 
sample consulted. 


However there are 39 percent who fortunately still manage to save something 
every month, either a small or a large amount. 
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Women are saving more than men, but there are no variations by age, with old 
and young showing similar percentages of savers. 


Breaking down the responses according to the size of the home city, persons 
who live in towns with less than 10,000 inhabitants show a high percentage of 
savers (43 percent), while those who live in small cities show a high propor- 
tion of nonsavers (57 percent). 


Breaking down the participants by region, we see clear differences: Catalans 
and Valencians have a high proportion of savers (45 percent), but the number 
goes down sharply in Andalucia (32 percent) and in Madrid (31 percent). 


Generalized Dissatisfaction with the Wage Increases 
ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH THIS YEAR'S WAGE HIKES? 
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Participants in the survey showed the greatest unanimity on this question. 
For a large majority, the wage hikes of the past year are clearly not enough 
to keep up with the rising cost of living. 


Those who are dissatisfied amounted to 56 percent, and include all: men, 
women, young people, adults and old people (although it is the young who 
express the greatest discontent). 


However, there are 24 percent who are satisfied. Who ever said that Spaniards 
are always dissatisfied? 


Perhaps the greatest surprise on this graph is the high percentage, more than 
twice the number on the other questions, who did not know or did not answer. 
Does this indicate that they would hope for more, but know that today's 
economy has no place for dreamers? 


With this question the responses were distinctive in that the highest level 
of dissatisfaction comes not from the small cities, as in the previous ques- 
tions, but from the still smaller towns, doubtless because agricultural 
wages went up so little. 
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Breaking down the responses by region, we see a curious contrast: the nor- 
thern regions, which iniicated they had kept up a better standard of living, 
showed a much lower number of satisfied persons (22 percent) than Andalucia 
(33 percent) when it came to salary increases. The city of Madrid showed 
the lowest level of satisfaction, with only 20 percent. 


Great Dissatisfaction with the Social Role of Labor Unions 


WHO BENEFITS FROM THE LABOR UNIONS? 
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On this question also, the responses were divided into two blocs: for half 
the participants, the main purpose and rule of the unions is to serve the 
members, the other half see the unions as mere lines of communication between 
political parties and their supporters. 


Almost 50 percent believe that the unions serve primarily the wage earner. 
But 44 percent see the unions as political phenomena only. 


Age has an important bearing on this response, with trust in unions such 
higher among the young (53 percent) than among the oldest group (44 percent). 
There was no difference between men and women. 


Logically, lack of faith in unions showed up far less in small towns (42 per- 
cent) than in large cities (53 percent). On this point there were no impor- 
tant or significant differences among geographic areas, although Madrid was 
the city with the greatest faith in the operation of the unions. In the 
capital, only 31 percent criticize the unions for being politically motivated. 


The Majority Feel Confident about the Present and the Future 


If a foreigner were to ask you about the economic situation in Spain, what 
would you say? Perhaps the manner of asking the question has made many 

Spaniards act more optimistic than they are in reality. It can be so difficult 
to explain to a foreigner that things are not right in Spain. 
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DO YOU HAVE FAITH IN THE SPANISH ECONOMY? 
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In fact, fully 53 percent feel life is difficult, but "We can't complain.” 
However, 44 percent feel the economic situation is becoming more tense all 
the time and is already practically unbearable. 


The levels of optimism and foreboding are almost unvaried between men and 
women. But there is variation by age: young people mostly believe the 
situation is bearable (58 percent) rather than desperate (37 percent), while 
the opposite is true for the old, with 51 percent pessimistic and 46 percent 
optimistic. 


If we separate the responses according to the size of the home town, again 
we find greater confidence in small towns (56 percent optimistic) than in 
cities, especially smaller cities, which have 47 percent optimistic. 


Subdividing by geographical area, we see a new contrast: although objectively 
their economic situation is more serious, Andalucians are more optimistic 
than Catalans and Madrid residents. Is this because they are less ambitious? 
Is it because in the last analysis optimism is a matter of the spirit? 
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